
	   1	  

Sermon Notes 
From the Celebration of New Ministry of the Reverend Brian Heinrich 
As Vicar of St. Aidan and St. Bartholomew Parish 
Gibsons BC 
 
What a joy to be together this evening to celebrate Brian’s appointment as Vicar of this 
parish of St. Aidan and St. Bartholomew. Brian is a dear friend of many years and you 
will find him to be a faithful pastor, a creative theologian, and a man of deep spirituality 
with a wonderful sense of humour.  His laughter is delightful and I must confess that I do 
my best to make him laugh whenever I can: the other morning, for example, when we 
chatted by phone I said to him, “So, this St. Lucy that we’re celebrating on Tuesday 
night, it’s Lucille Ball isn’t it?”  Brian laughed and we talked about one of my favourite 
TV shows, I Love Lucy.  Brian and I are the same age and we share so many things that 
kids who grew up in the 1950s remember, like black and white TV and big stars like 
Lucy.  My favourite Lucy episode involved Lucy Riccardo and her neighbor Ethel Mertz 
deciding that they needed to brush up on their use of the English language so that they 
could fit in better in Manhattan, so they hired an elocutionist to teach them how to speak, 
you know, proper like.  He arrives in Lucy’s apartment, a humourless man and begins his 
lesson saying, “Now there’s two words you must never never use: one is swell and the 
other is lousy.”  Lucy responds, “Well tell us the swell one first.”   
 
Of course the real St. Lucy whose feast day we celebrate this evening may not be familiar 
to Anglicans; she is particularly celebrated in Scandinavian countries where Lutherans 
are predominant, and Brian’s Lutheran heritage clicked in when this celebration was 
scheduled for December 13th.  Her story is kind of swell and kind of lousy and for those 
of you who might be a bit sketchy about the details, here’s a summary. 
 
St. Lucy’s story is a legend coming to us from the 2nd century.  She was born into a 
wealthy family in the 283 in the city of Syracuse in Sicily.  Her father was Roman, her 
mother Greek. Her father died when Lucy was just 5 years old, leaving Lucy and her 
mother Eutychia alone and without a guardian.  Lucy, a devout young girl had dedicated 
her life to God: like many young women of her time she felt called to offer her whole life 
to Christ and never to marry.  That’s why the first two readings tonight have marriage as 
a theme—Lucy considered herself married to Christ.  However Lucy’s mother did not 
know that she had made this spiritual vow, and concerned about her daughter’s future 
arranged a husband for Lucy, a young noble man who could support Lucy financially.  
Well Lucy’s mother became ill, Lucy prayed to the local saint, St. Agatha who had many 
miraculous cures, and mother was cured of her illness.  Lucy tried to persuade her mother 
to distribute some of their riches amongst the poor but mother thought that this 
distribution should happen after she died, as a bequest of her estate.  Lucy countered 
saying, “..whatever you give away at death for the Lord’s sake, you give because you 
cannot take it with you.  Give now…while you are healthy whatever you intend to give 
away at your death.” 
 
Now her betrothed husband heard about this and he was furious, so much so that he 
reported Lucy to the Governor.  Lucy was called before the Governor and asked to burn a 
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sacrifice to the Emperor’s image and she refused.  Lucy was sentenced to go to a brothel 
and be defiled; yet the guards could not move her even when they hitched her to a team 
of oxen.  So they decided to burn her, placing bundles of wood around her but she would 
not burn. Finally they killed her by a sword, after having gouged her eyes out.  It’s kind 
of a lousy way to end a life.  
 
But her story spread far and wide, she became associated with light because her faith 
shone so brightly in a dark time. Many traditions grew up around her, particularly in 
Scandinavian countries where a young girl is dressed every year in a white dress with a 
red sash (a symbol of martyrdom) with a crown of candles on her head—she comes into 
the Christian assembly as a sign of the light of Christ, the true light, as John’s gospel 
says, ‘that enlightens everyone…” 
 
What can we take from this story?  Tonight, can I suggest three things: 
 

1. The Christian way with its understanding of generosity and union with Christ is 
often at odds with human power structures.  Neither her betrothed nor the Roman 
governor could understand why Lucy wanted to be generous with her family’s 
wealth, to assist the poor.  In her time, to be a follower of Christ was to be deeply 
counter-cultural not just in attitudes but in the way that money is regarded.  In our 
time and especially at this time of year, our consumer culture puts endless 
demands on us, telling us to spend and buy and surround ourselves with objects 
and technology.   Notions of personal sacrifice for the greater good are in short 
supply.  A troubling rhetoric of ‘us first’ has emerged with its call to take care of 
ourselves first and let others get whatever they can.  Dear young St. Lucy saw 
another way because of her devotion to Christ.  Grateful for the healing of her 
mother, her instinct was to give now because they could and to care for the poor 
whose lives were so diminished.  With Brian, you have a pastor who has a heart 
for the poor.  Most of his ministry has been working alongside of people who live 
in poverty.  I have seen him time and time again connect in simple but profound 
ways with those who society too often neglects.  Brian is a counter-cultural 
Christian, one who will lead you to think about the world and the assumptions 
that TV and media culture present in critical ways.  He won’t be giving elocution 
lessons to you so that you can speak about the gospel in nice refined ways: he will 
teach you the pedagogy of the oppressed and invite you, as part of your Christian 
walk, to care for and about the poor. 

 
2. St. Lucy teaches us about financial generosity.  I believe that more than ever 

today the world needs what the Christian way offers – and our ministries are 
limited by the financial resources that are available. It takes money to keep 
buildings open, money to pay employees, money to get the work of ministry done.  
It’s funny that people seem to understand that money is needed for so much in 
life, but we can cheap out when it comes to the life of the church—and that’s sad 
because this place can be such an important part of people’s lives.  It needs to be 
resourced properly.  And I can’t resist a critical word to my dear clergy 
colleagues—it astounds me, at diocesan services, that when the collection plate is 



	   3	  

passed to the clergy, most of us don’t contribute.  It’s like we’re suddenly 
surprised that there is a collection or that we might be asked to contribute 
something.  Offering money is one of the ways we worship God, clergy and lay.  
Every Christmas Eve at the Cathedral I have to make a little speech because 
Christmas worshippers can be like clergy at diocesan services, the plate comes by 
and they seem to not know what to do.  We know what to do.  St. Lucy knew 
what to do.  She made her whole life an offering; when she received a blessing 
she wanted to give of her wealth to assist others in the name of Christ.  There’s 
going to be an offering tonight.  I’m going to give you a moment now to get 
ready.  I’m as guilty of this as the next person. Sometimes when a collection is 
coming round I look in my wallet and think, well I can’t give tonight, I only have 
a $20—I’d give if I had something smaller.  Whatever’s possible for you tonight 
just do it.   

 
3. Finally generosity of spirit: parish life is challenging.  You folks here will be 

talking about Brian.  I’m here to tell you he’s good but he’s not perfect.  He’s 
swell, but he can have a lousy day, like the rest of us.  He’s here for you.  Give 
him the benefit of the doubt. Let your generosity extend to how you regard him.  
He’ll love you.  He’ll walk with you when your life is difficult.  He’ll speak the 
truth to you.  He’ll show up and be here on Sundays and other holy days to walk 
with you through the Christian year.  He will seek to engage you in the work of 
ministry.    Speak well of him and he will speak well of you. 

 
And may the light of Christ which shines out in the darkness accompany you all as you 
begin this new ministry tonight.   
 

Preached by the Very Reverend Peter Elliott 
December 13, 2016 

 
 


