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What’s the draw of organic food? Natural, fresh, no chemicals, no additives, healthy stuff. 
The Christian life can feel like it’s artificial, a subculture, a suit you wear, not who you are. 
Colossians 3:16 reminds us that the Christian walk is about organic connection to God & living a real life with others: 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching & admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms & hymns 
& spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. Col. 3:16  

Christ dwelling in you + teaching and admonishing one another + singing with thankfulness 

I. “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly…”  

The organic Christian life is about indwelling spiritual vitality, not superficial additives: 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and 
every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word 
that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the 
vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in 
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. (John 15:1-5) 

The notion of Christ “the living Word” (John 1:1) who then lives within us and gives us life, and making a home for his 
literal words (the message of the Gospel) in our hearts to nourish and transform and grow us.  The Christian life is 
organic, it’s vine life with Jesus, not a sub-culture. 

 “let”: We make a decision to let God speak to us and to focus on what he’s saying. 

 “dwell richly”: Fruitfulness and transformation is life giving—it’s organic spiritual health. 
9I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. 10 …I came that they 
may have life and have it abundantly. (John 10:9-10) 

Key: The organic Christian life is one where we abide in Jesus, stay and commune with his word for healing growth 
and fruitfulness.  

 Is Christ a once a week visitor or do you welcome Him every day to speak with you? 

 Not used to involving Him in your life? Start simple with reading John’s Gospel and saying the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Rooted in Christ’s word is important because it provides the groundwork for this secret to the Organic Christian walk: 

II. “teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom,” 

Being involved in personal relationship with Christ means being involved with each other in his family. 
The organic Christian life is lived with others, learning from and challenging one another & informed by Jesus’s Spirit. 

 Spiritual health involves moving from individual experience w/ God to Christian community.  

 We are on the vine together—not isolated little seedlings but part of a bigger organic whole. 
Real relationships involve give and take, honest conversations and grace. Fake or bad relationships avoid dealing with 
problems or make the problems the focus to the exclusion of everything else good. 
 
Paul says over and over in Colossians how he loves them (Col. 1:3-14) and thanks God and prays for them like crazy. 
But healthy spirituality involves teaching and challenging each other also. Paul says in Col. 1:28, 

“Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature 
in Christ. Col. 1:28 

Paul loved the Colossians enough to call out some serious doctrinal & personal problems in their midst (ch.2) 
 
Key: Teaching and admonishing, done with wisdom, are part of mutual Christian support and growth for everyone—
not just for preachers or apostles. It’s the sign of real relationships, not fake ones. 
 
Teaching and Admonishing one another 
It starts when we have daily prayer and Bible study, rooting ourselves in Christ, then we share with others and we 
enrich each other with what God is teaching us in our lives. Support grows from sharing truth and vine-life 
experiences together, an openness to truth-telling rooted in Jesus’ words. We learn from each other and take turns 
listening with openness.  
 
 



Challenging one another  
This fits with John 15’s metaphor of living the organic Christian life, dwelling in Christ 

Jesus said “Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he 
prunes, that it may bear more fruit…” John 15:2 

The organic, growing Christian gets pruned by God, & healthy churches go through pruning too. 
We live in an individualistic age where no one says anything because everyone is a solo act; but what if my friend or 
loved one has lost their way or is in danger—do I say nothing? Not in authentic living with Christ together. 
Wisdom: Start with looking at yourself—where is God pruning you?   

Matt. 7:1 “Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 For with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and with the 
measure you use it will be measured to you. 3 Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice 
the log that is in your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when 
there is the log in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to 
take the speck out of your brother’s eye. 

Take care that it’s grounded in Scripture and love and thankfulness, not taste or personality. 
The high cost of not being honest with ourselves and each other: No growth, people stagnate, ministries stagnate. 
Am I Teachable: Fruitful pruning requires willingness to listen to each other 
Start by Listening to your spouse’s or family concerns. They often see what’s needed to change. 
Ex. Ministry renewal: At one point in my life two friends sat me down and said: “Your ministry is not working any 
more.” I did not want to hear it—but they were right. It hurt but it was true. Change was in order. 
 

III. “singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.” 

Spiritual music helps foster the organic Christian life together for teaching, admonishment & thankful hearts. 

 This is not about musical ability (which varies), but about receptively letting music stimulate you spiritually. 

 Music style is subjective and personal and evolves over time—so it’s really okay to appreciate differences. 
Christians sing together because Jesus sang: 

22 And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to them, and said, “Take; this is 
my body.” 23 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, and they all drank of it... And 
when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. (Mark 14:22-26)  

In Acts 16 Paul and Silas and others sang in prision… 
We connect with God with songs: Higher Ground in Stevenson’s Just Mercy 

I’m pressing on the upward way, New heights I’m gaining 
every day/ Still praying as I onward bound,  
“Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.” 

Lord, lift me up, and let me stand, By faith on Heaven’s 
tableland/A higher plane than I have found,  
Lord, plant my feet on higher ground. (Oatman,1898) 

Around the world, the persecuted church sings with us this morning in prisons, behind closed doors, in fields. 
Bathing in Scripture rich Music is a means the Holy Spirit to teach and mature us 
Music connects with our hearts, mind and emotions for truth, conviction and connection. Some resources: 

 Getty & Getty’s Life of Christ Quintology: Passion (2019). Lenten songs on the meaning of the Cross. Also 
recommended is Getty and Townsend’s The Apostle’s Creed (2006) with the classic “In Christ Alone.” 

 Every Last Word: A Scripture Songs Project https://csbible.com/every-last-word/ . This project takes key 
scriptures and sets them to music, sticking closely to the literal text as possible. 

 Shai Linne: Hip Hop with great theology. Check out his album The Attributes of God (2011) 
https://www.shailinnemusic.com/ 

 Greatest Story Ever Told: The Bible Album (Gen. to Rev.  Hamilton style for kids). Play it all day at home. 
https://store.cdbaby.com/cd/highpointchurch 

 John Michael Talbot’s gentle meditation on the Psalms, Come to the Quiet (1980) 

 Red Mountain Church’s Hymn Collective series (Roots/bluegrass) 
https://soundcloud.com/hymncollective/sets/june-2019-demos  

 
Conclusion: 
We are to live the organic Christian life, rooted in the word of Christ, teaching, learning, singing together, telling the 
truth to each other, in our devotions, homes and the church so we can be fruitful, transformed and thankful. 
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