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I appreciate being invited to bring you today what I would call 
a post-Christmas meditation.     
 
I have always had the sense that this Sunday and these few 
days after Christmas can be a little bit strange –sometimes 
even a little awkward.  We are in a kind of no man’s land 
between Christmas and New Year.  We are not always sure 
what we should do with this week -- apart from eating left-
overs – or complete that jig-saw puzzle we do every year -   
and trying to help children finish some huge Lego project -- 
Lego had not been created when I was a child in Scotland – 
but at Christmas time -we got Meccano – how many of you 
remember Meccano?  
 
Many people have not been able to do the travelling that 
they normally would do – actually they should NOT be doing 
any travelling according to the Provincial Health Doctor.  So 
we have not been visiting other people.  Perhaps we have 
not been seeing family and grandchildren – (a hard one for 
many of us) –– our traditional family Christmas plans 
dismantled from a large and noisy gathering to just our 
household around the table.   
 
Pastors and church leaders have known huge changes this 
year –- But we have still spend the season of Advent getting 
everybody safely to Bethlehem – the magi – shepherds – 
Mary and Joseph –  now all of that is fading quickly – 
Christmas music is finished – we can put the Christmas CD’s 
away for another year  – the angels have left us and 
returned to heaven.  
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Even in our Covid world – Christmas is all over for another 
year.  We start to get ready for a new year and hopefully put 
all this behind us.  But let’s not be too fast.  
Let me ask you a question - has anything happened this 
Christmas that may change your life – something different – 
perhaps something that you didn’t expect? 
 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE) 
A family story -  
– when our eldest grand-daughter was a little girl – perhaps 
about 3 - she would drop her favourite book  on my lap and 
climb up for a story – with the command – READ - I usually 
enjoyed doing that – but to be honest – sometimes this 
demand was made just minutes before my favourite program 
Jeopardy was about to start – so I would do what any mature 
- reasonably intelligent --  experienced grandpa would do – I 
skipped some bits – after all she could not read as yet – she 
would never know – then a serious little face would turn and 
look up at me very sternly and say – Grandpa, you’re not 
reading all the words.   
 
Woven into the greatest story ever told are small but 
important hints tell us what happened after the birth of Jesus 
– and they teach us just how important this post-Christmas 
time is.  And - You have to read all the words.   You see 
getting all the people in this nativity drama TO Bethlehem is 
important – but how they leave Bethlehem is actually more 
important.  
 
Let me remind you of the story – then we will see how it 
might impact us – and remember – you have to read all the 
words.   
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We begin with the Wise men:  
 
We know them in the Christmas narrative as the magi – 
tradition says that they started in Kasham in Iran – perhaps 
taking 18 months to 2 years - Each morning as they climbed 
on their camels to begin another day -  -- the rising sun at 
their back – people stared at this strange trinity of travellers 
as they passed through their villages.   
 
Can you imagine - Mothers hurriedly pushed children back 
into the safety of their homes in the irrational fear that even 
their passing through a town and looking into their eyes 
would leave behind the residue of some deadly incurable 
magic.  
Children are told – close your eyes!   Don’t look into their 
faces!   Who knows what evil can come from merely a 
glance from them? 
 
- Over time tradition gave them names that sounded as 
though they came from the pages of some Tolkein 
manuscript – names like Gaspar – Melchior – and 
Balthasar.   
 
They were driven a quest -- (SHOW SLIDE 02) 
“We saw his star in the east and have come to worship 
him.”  
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The Scriptures that were read this morning teach us -- -- 
they went on their way, and the star they had seen when 
it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, 
they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they 
saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed 
down and worshiped him.  
Then they opened their treasures and presented him 
with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
 
If that was their whole story – everything would be fine – we 
could stand and sing the Hallelujah Chorus but it is not the 
end.  Woven into their story of joy is another story – a dark 
thread in the brilliant tapestry of the Christmas narrative. \ 
 
7  Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out 
from them the exact time the star had appeared. 
(SHOW SLIDE03) 8  He sent them to Bethlehem and 
said, "Go and make a careful search for the child. As 
soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go 
and worship him."   
 
That’s what the magi said they wanted to do to worship Him . 
that’s what Herod said he wanted to do – join them in 
worship.   
  
But Herod – a powerful man whose heart was dark with 
power and riddled with fear and paranoia – he did not want 
to find Christ to worship him - he wanted to find Christ to kill 
him.   
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After the birth of Jesus -- he gave orders to kill all the boys in 
Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and 
under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the 
Magi – that is called the slaughter of the innocents – it is a 
dark bloody thread in the Christmas story.  
 
The character of Herod reminds us that when power is 
insidious when it is not grounded in goodness and ultimately 
in God. Herod had already killed his favourite wife – perhaps 
she burned the toast – who knows - she was one of 10 wives 
– he had killed 3 of his sons – also killed his uncle – this was 
a man who was not averse to killing to gain and keep the 
power he wanted.  
 
But this trinity of travellers come to worship him as King – 
they come to bow to him as the truth that they have been 
seeking.     
 
 
So Matthew says – an important line which we seldom think 
about - And having been warned in a dream not to go 
back to Herod, the magi returned to their country by 
another way – that’s the line you need to remember – 
(SHOW SLIDE 04) they went home another way.  
 
** Keep that line in your mind – they went home another 
way -- we will come back to it.  
 



 Page 6 
How has Christmas 2020 changed you? 
Speaker: Tom Cowan 
December 27, 2020 
 

 

 

Lets move on to The Shepherds –  
 We might think of these shepherds as nice old gentlemen 
dressed in tweed and smelling of Old Spice – sitting round 
the fire watching nice fluffy sheep –-- sharing stories about 
the meaning of life -- perhaps singing Kumbya..  
 
 
We need to get real – their job meant long cold nights – 
sheep were dirty and smelly – these hard workers  had no 
time for temple religion – no time for priests – They are the 
blue collar workers in the Christmas story – they were the 
religious outsiders - as the cold nights stretched on – alcohol 
flowed – the stories probably became more and more crude.  
 
It should be an absolute surprise to see people like this 
welcome Christ into the world in the Christmas story – and 
when it is all over – the gospels simply say – (SHOW SLIDE 
05) they returned to their sheep – glorifying and praising 
God.  
 
Keep that line in your mind - Remember that.  We will come 
back to it.  
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Then there’s mary – this has been nothing short of a life-
changing event for her – not just the birth of a baby – but the 
birth of THIS baby – the Christ Child -.  Nine months of 
waiting – thinking – wondering.  What will he be like?  What 
will he do?  Will he be different?  Will he be like the other 
boys?  Where is this journey all going to end up?   
 
So it says about Mary – Mary pondered all these things in 
her heart.  
 
There is a word – a Christmas word we need to know = 
(SHOW SLIDE 06) EPIPHANY – the word means an 
appearance – a revelation that brings intervention that 
changes the course we were on.  Things take a different 
direction because there has been an epiphany.  
 
(SHOW SLIDE 07)Titus 2:11 –  
11. For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared 
[EPIPHANY] to all men. 
 (SHOW SLIDE 08) 

13 -- while we wait for the blessed hope-- the glorious 
appearing [Epiphany] of our great God and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, 

 
There are two advents – one at Christ’s birth – another at his 
coming again – we are living between 2 advents – between 
2 epiphanies.  
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We see that again is Titus 3; 
 
3  At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived 
and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We 
lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one 
another.  
(SHOW SLIDE 09) 4  But when the kindness and love of 
God [philanthropy] our Savior appeared,[EPIPHANY]  
 
 (SHOW SLIDE 10) 
1st John 3  
2  Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we 
will be has not yet been made known [epiphany]  But we 
know that when he appears, [epiphany] we 
shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 
 
In one way or another -- our lives have moments of epiphany 
– that means moments when spiritual truth breaks through 
into our lives – it might be at Christmas – or Easter – or a 
camp setting – or a church service – or any other place and 
time in our lives when the story of God’s love becomes real – 
and breaks through into our lives.   
 
Sometimes truth comes upon us slowly like the morning 
dawn – we slowly come into the light – sometimes it is as 
sudden as a shaft of lightning – but however -- That is our 
moment of epiphany – an epiphany makes us change 
course – it brings change --  
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How these characters return home from Bethlehem speak to 
us about how we respond to our own epiphany – how we 
leave Bethlehem this year –and put Christmas behind us.  
 
Remember that little detail in the story of the magi  – we 
usually don’t think much about it – sounds like a throw-away 
line - And having been warned in a dream not to go back 
to Herod, the magi returned to their country by another 
route.   
 
So their quest over and their question answered - Gaspar – 
Melchior – and Balthasar or whatever their names really 
were – climbed on their camels and headed back towards 
the sunrise.  Not far out of Bethlehem - They come to a fork 
in the road.  On their way towards Bethlehem – they had 
come down the road on the right.   
 
They paused – without saying anything -- they has been 
warned that Herod was not to be trusted. They looked at 
each other – each was thinking the same thing - and so they 
silently turned their camels towards the road on the left -- 
and they started for home – taking another way home.   
 
That says to us -- When we come to our moment of 
epiphany – perhaps to meet Jesus as truth – when we bring 
ourselves to worship him – worship = to bow down before 
him and lay the gifts of our lives at our feet - – we cannot 
return to who we are unchanged – untouched – unmoved. 
We cannot simply retrace our steps and go back to the way 
things were. We have to return by another way.  
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Or we come to a moment when we grasp how some truth we 
have come to in the Scriptures entered  our lives – and 
change us in some way – we go back another way – 
something has changed.  
 
(SHOW SLIDE 11) So Titus says -  
2:12  It teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly 
passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives 
in this present age, 
2:13 while we wait for the blessed hope-- the glorious 
appearing [Epiphany] of our great God and Savior, Jesus 
Christ, 
 
Have you had any kind of epiphany this Christmas – and you 
have to take another direction in your life?   How will you get 
home from Bethlehem?    
 
The shepherds returned – that means back to the same 
sheep – back to long cold nights – back to smelly sheep - 
back to still being ostracized from organised religion – in 
other words nothing in their world has changed.  Everything 
is still the same.  
 
It is telling us that while their external world – their 
circumstances have not changed – there has been a radical 
change in them – they have changed – their inner world has 
turned 180 degrees. But a deep internal change has taken 
place in them – they returned glorifying and praising God.  
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Sometimes that’s what an epiphany of truth does to us – 
work is still the same – household chores are still the same – 
but an epiphany that has come to us changes us – how we 
see things – how we see people – how we see even 
ourselves.  
 
That’s what truth does – it changes who we are on the inside 
– and we go back to the same stuff – but we go back with a 
different perspective – a different way of looking at the world.  
 
Mary – remember her line – she pondered all these things in 
her heart.  
 
Mary went home from Bethlehem with a lot to think about – 
so much to mull over again and again in her mind and heart. 
Her life would never be the same again – not only because 
she was now a mother – but she was the mother of this 
child!  What will he be like?  What will he do?  Will he be like 
the other boys? How will he be different?  Where is this 
journey all going to end up?   
 
(SHOW TITLE SLIDE) 
 
What has this Christmas given you to ponder – to think 
about 
 
Has something happened for you this Christmas 2020 – 
perhaps this covid Christmas has made you realise that you 
do not have to be so busy – you can slow down – take time 
to enjoy your home and immediate family – that’s taking 
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another route home.  Do we really need to return to a 
frenetic normal – is there another way?  
 
 
If not – its just been another Christmas – so what – time to 
put the decorations away until next year – time to pack up 
the ornaments – hope we didn’t break too many – time to 
take down the tree – the real ones go to recycling – fake 
ones go back in the box.  
 
But if you’ve had the first dawn of an epiphany this 
Christmas season – some new fresh idea about God has 
entered your mind – even as the germ of idea – if you take to 
pondering it – turning it over and over in your mind – this 
epiphany may give birth to something that will radically 
change your life.  
 
So the question I asked at the beginning – has anything 
happened this Christmas that may change your life – 
something different – perhaps something that you didn’t 
expect?  
 
How will you leave this Christmas season and go back home  
 

- Perhaps you will have to take another way 
- Or perhaps you are the one who was changed 
- Or perhaps you have something to ponder over – and 

think deeply about.  


