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The Book of Ruth – 2 
A Family Tragedy 

 

Introduction 
 
The pastor that brought the message at the Humboldt vigil, Pastor Sean Bradow1 
focused on the problem of suffering.  He said there are always 2 questions in these 
heartbreaks: One, is why; and the other is, where?   Why did this happen; and where 
was God? 
 

Text Ruth 1:1–5 
 
What Happened? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Why Did it Happen? 
 
1. The famine may have been an act of God’s judgment??? 

 
2. Elimelech’s decision may have been questionable??? 

 
3. Naomi’s perspective (Ruth 1:20). Whether God authorized it or allowed it, Naomi 

saw that God was ultimately sovereign.   
 
When we combine God’s determinative choice or his permissive choice, it is called his 
ordination.  When we say that God ordained such and such, it does not mean that he 
originated it, it means that he either allowed it or authored it. (cf: Psalm 139:16, NASB) 

 
This never means that God authors evil – but it does mean that God allows evil to exist for his 
own reasons. Cf: Genesis 50:20; Romans 8:28 

                                                           
1 https://globalnews.ca/video/4131579/humboldt-broncos-vigil-team-pastor-delivers-tearful-and-powerful-address 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth+1%3A1-5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth+1%3A20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+139%3A16&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+50%3A20%3B+Romans+8%3A28&version=NASB


 
 

Summary 
 
Augustine says it this way: “Since God is the highest good, he would not allow any evil to 
exist in his works unless his omnipotence and goodness were such as to bring good even 
out of evil.”   
 

Where was God? 
 
Where is God in our suffering?   
 
1. God is before us.  (Psalm 139:16; Job 14:5) _________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. God is above us.  (Psalm 103:19; Revelation 5:6–7) __________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. God is in us.  (Psalm 34:18; Isaiah 43:2) ____________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. God is under us.  (1 Peter 5:7, Philippians 4:6–7) ____________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Application 
  
Psalm 147   Note verse 3: “He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.” 
(Psalm 147:3, ESV).  Note verse 4-5: “He determines the number of the stars; he gives to 
all of them their names. Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; his understanding is 
beyond measure.” (Psalm 147:4–5, ESV).  Do you see what the psalmist is telling us? 
 
The same God that powerfully created and sustains the universe has promised to heal 
and broken hearts of His people.   
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+139%3A16%3B+Job+14%3A5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+103%3A19%3B+Revelation+5%3A6%E2%80%937&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+34%3A18%3B+Isaiah+43%3A2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+5%3A7%2C+Philippians+4%3A6%E2%80%937&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+147&version=ESV
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