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What’s been the most incredible 5 minutes of your life? 
 
What happens to us when we die? 
 
 “…all come from dust, and to dust all return” (Ecc. 3:20). 
 
Two Greek words commonly translated as “hell” in English: Hades and Gehenna.   
Hades refers to the immediate and temporary place for the wicked.  Gehenna refers to 
the place of final judgment of the unrighteous. 
 
For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus 
Christ.  If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay 
or straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light.  It 
will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man’s work.  If what 
he has built survives, he will receive his reward.  If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; 
he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames (1 Cor. 3:11-15). 
 
He (Jesus) will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel...  
They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of 
the Lord… (2 Thess. 1:8-9). 
 
If we reject Jesus’ gift of everlasting life – then we will receive what we have chosen – 
everlasting death. 
 
The Apostle Paul declared that “to be absent from the body” is to be “present with the 
Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8). 
 
Jesus spoke plainly about the immediate place of the saved dead as “Paradise.” 
 
But the other criminal rebuked him.  “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are 
under the same sentence?  We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds 
deserve.  But this man has done nothing wrong.” 
Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 
 
Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise” 
(Luke 23:35-43). 
 
God is patient – not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance (2 
Pet. 3:9). 
 


