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December 27, 2020 - 1st Sunday of Christmas
Welcome! We hope you find our Livestream gathering a time of spiritual renewal
The Gathering of the Community
I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the

people; for to you is born this day a Saviour, Christ the Lord.

Words of Welcome

Gathering Hymn – See Amid the Winter’s Snow

See amid the winter’s snow, 

born for us on earth below,

See, the tender Lamb appears, 
promised from eternal years!
Hail, thou ever blessed morn! 
Hail, redemption’s happy dawn!

Sing through all Jerusalem: 
Christ is born in Bethlehem.

Lo, within a manger lies 
he who build the starry skies,

Who enthroned in height sublime 
sits amid the cherubim. 
Refrain

Say, ye holy shepherds say 
what your joyful news today;

Wherefore have ye left your sheep 
on the lonely mountain steep?

Refrain

As we watched in dead of night, lo, 

saw a wondrous light;

Angels singing ‘Peace on earth’ 

told us of the Saviour’s birth.
Refrain

Sacred infant, all divine,

what a mighty love was thine,

Thus to come from highest bliss 

down to such a world as this!
Refrain

The Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

And also with you.

he Collect for Purity
Almighty God,

to you all hearts are open, all desires known,

and from you no secrets are hidden.

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,

that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name;

through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Hymn of Praise – Shepherds in the Field Abiding
Shepherds in the field abiding tell us, 

when the seraph bright

Greeted you with wondrous tiding, 

what you saw and heard that night

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

We beheld it is no fable, 

God incarnate, king of bliss,

Swathed and cradled in a stable, 

and the angel strain was this:

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Choristers on high were singing 

Jesus and his virgin birth,

Heavenly bells the while aringing,

Peace, good will to all on earth.

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Thanks, good shepherds, 

true your story; let us go to Bethlehem.

Angels hymn the king of glory; 
carol we with you and them.

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

The Collect
Almighty God, 

you have shed upon us the new light 

of your incarnate Word.

May this light, enkindled in our hearts,

shine forth in our lives;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.   Amen.
The Proclamation of the Word
First Reading - Isaiah 61:10-62:3

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your

glory; and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give. You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the church

Thanks be to God.

Psalm 148

1 Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; *

praise God in the heights.

2 Praise the Lord all you angels; *

sing praises, all you host of heaven.

3 Praise the Lord, sun and moon; *

sing praises, all you shining stars.

4 Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, *

sing praises, you waters above the heavens.

5 Let them praise the name of the Lord; *

who gave the command and they were created,

6 who made them stand fast for ever and ever, *

who gave them a law which shall not pass away.

7 Praise the Lord from the earth, *

you sea-monsters and all deeps;

8 fire and hail, snow and fog, *

tempestuous wind, doing the will of the Lord;

9 mountains and all hills, *

fruit trees and all cedars;

10 wild beasts and all cattle, *

creeping things and wingèd birds;

11 sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, *

princes and all rulers of the world;

12 young men and young women, *

old and young together.

13 Let them praise the name of the Lord, *

whose name only is exalted,

whose splendour is over earth and heaven.

14 The Lord has raised up strength for this people and praise for all loyal servants,*
the children of Israel, a people who are near to the Lord. Hallelujah!

Glory to God, Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit:

as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever. Amen
Second Reading – Galatians 4:4-7
When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as

children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir,

through God.
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the church

Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn – Good Christians All Rejoice
Good Christians all, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice!

Listen now to what we say: 
Jesus Christ is born today; 

Ox and ass before him bow 
and he is in the manger now!

Christ is born today; 
Christ is born today!

Good Christians all, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice!

Hear the news of endless bliss: 
Jesus Christ was born for this

He has opened heaven’s door 
and we are blessed for evermore
Christ was born for this 
Christ was born for this.

Good Christians all, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice!

Now you need not fear the grave; 
Jesus Christ was born to save:

Come at his most gracious call 
to find salvation, one and all!
Christ was born to save; 
Christ was born to save!
The Gospel – Luke 2:22-40
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.   
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, Jesus’ parents brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord,

“Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the

consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God,

saying, “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be  opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of

God was upon him.
The Gospel of Christ

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

Homily: The Rev. Stephen Laskey
Carol – On This Day Earth Shall Ring
On this day earth shall ring

With the song children sing

To the Lord, Christ our King,

Born on earth to save us;

Him the Father gave us.

Id-e-o-o-o, id-e-o-o-o,

Id-e-o gloria in excelsis Deo!

His the doom, ours the mirth;

When he came down to earth,

Bethlehem saw his birth;

Ox and ass beside him

From the cold would hide him.
Refrain
On this day angels sing;

With their song earth shall ring,

Praising Christ, heaven's King,

Born on earth to save us;

Peace and love he gave us.
Refrain
The Apostles’ Creed 
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
The flowers on the altar this morning are given by Maureen Thompson for the glory of God and in loving Memory of parents Harold and Hattie Pierce.
Anglican Church of Canada – we pray for our primate, Archbishop Linda Nichols.  We also pray for Director Joe Vecsi and the staff of Communications and Information Resources; Director Hannah Goschy and the staff of Financial Management and Administration.
Anglican Communion – we pray for Christians of other denominations including His Holiness Pope Francis, Bishop of Rom, His All Holiness Archbishop Bartholomew of Constantinople, The General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, the General Secretary of the World Methodist Council and the General Secretary of the World Communion of Reformed Churches.
In our Diocesan Cycle we pray for Archbishop Melissa Skelton and Bishop Co-Adjutor Elect, the Rev. John Stephens.  We also pray for St. John the Evangelist, North Vancouver, St. Stephen the Martyr, Burnaby, and St. Stephen, West Vancouver.
An Act of Reconciliation
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; whoever follows me

will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

Most merciful God,

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

we confess that we have sinned in thought, word and deed.

We have not loved you with our whole heart.

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.

In your mercy forgive what we have been,

help us to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be;

that we may do justly, love mercy,

and walk humbly with you, our God.  Amen.

Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
The Peace
Dear friends, God is love and those who live in love, 
live in God and God lives in them.  
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
The Blessing
The Sending Out

Source of truth and joy,

may we who have received the gift of divine life

always follow the way of your Son.

This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.   Amen.
Doxology
Glory to God,

whose power, working in us, 

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.

Glory to God from generation to generation, 
in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 
for ever and ever.  Amen.
The Blessing

Closing Hymn: Joy to the World!
Joy to the world! The Lord is come:
Let earth receive the King;

Let every heart prepare him room,

And heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns:

Let us glad songs employ,

While fields and floods, rocks hills, and plains

Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.

No more let wrongs and sorrows grow, 

Nor thorns infest the ground;

He comes to make his blessings flow

Far as our sin is found, far as our sin is found

Far as, far as our sin is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace,

And makes the nations prove

The glories of his righteousness

And wonders of his love and wonders of his love,

And wonders, and wonders of his love
Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!  Alleluia!
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