
It’s a scene that’s equally fascinating as it is bizarre. I mean,            
Mary and Joseph know that there’s something special about their son,           
but even they appear to be caught off guard by all the attention Jesus              
gets at the temple. Because we’re not talking about the normal, “Oh,            
look at the cute baby” kind of stuff. That wouldn’t have been too             
surprising. But when a stranger runs up to you and starts telling you             
about all the things your child will do and how they’ve been waiting for              
this particular child so that they can die in peace, it certainly catches             
you by surprise. Because that’s not something you normally         
experience when you’re going about your religious rituals for the day.           
I mean, if only I had a nickel for every time that happened… I’d still               
have nothing. 

Speaking of such idioms, there’s something really interesting        
happening in our text today. Interestingly, a lot of the idioms we use             
today have changed in meaning over time. While phrases like, “If I            
had a nickel…” have remained rather constant, others have shifted.          
For example, the phrase, “You can’t have your cake and eat it too,”             
actually used to be, “You can’t eat your cake and have it too,” implying              
that once you eat your cake, you can’t still have the cake in front of               
you. Or consider how “curiosity killed the cat” actually used to be            
“care killed the cat” as in worrying about something too much could be             
deadly. 

So what’s unique about our passage today is that for some           
reason, translators have made the decision to say that Jesus will be            
the cause of the fall and rise of many. Did you catch that? Doesn’t it               
sound a bit off in the ears? The fall and rise. Perhaps, if you’re like               
me, you’re more accustomed to hearing the phrase as “rise and fall.”            
Interesting… Or consider the prophetess Anna, who has worshipped         
in the temple night and day. While we might say it in that order, we               
might find ourselves tempted to correct it to say that she worshipped            
day and night. Sunrise to sunset, not the other way around.           
Curiouser and curiouser… 

Now, you could say that it’s just a translation decision and I’m            
not going to argue with that because word order in Greek is pretty             
irrelevant. But it doesn’t change the fact that perhaps we are being            
drawn to an understanding of who this child is. Who is this child that              
draws in strangers? Who is the child whose mere presence leads           
people like Simeon and Anna to leap with joy? 

This is Jesus the Christ, the one who flips the world and our             
lives around. The one who takes our previous understanding and          

leads us into a new way. For we do not rise only to fall. We have                
fallen and now, in the presence of this child, we have the hope of the               
promise that we too will rise. We are not moving from day into night,              
but from the shadows of night into the dawning of a new day. Which              
is why Simeon can say, “Lord, you may dismiss your servant in            
peace!” He need not fear the fall or the dark night of death, for he has                
seen the promise of a new day, the promise of rising again. 

It’s why Anna, who has been widowed for decades, can finally           
shout with joy the praises of God. From her despair and her struggle,             
she has finally seen the promise of healing. And it’s why Mary, the             
mother of this incredible child, can bear the words that she will be             
pierced to the depths of her soul. This child will not come without             
pain.  But she need not fear it because the rise comes after the fall. 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, we will rise. That’s the promise.           
The Christ-child is the signature of that promise. So if you feel low or              
you find yourself in the dark of night or caught up in despair and hurt,               
if it seems like you’ve fallen and you keep falling, know that the day is               
coming. We are not at the end and we need not fear. For Christ is               
with us, flipping the script and changing the world. We do not fall to              
our end, the night will not last, and death will not win. For with this               
child, we know that the light will shine, love will win, and life with              
bloom and grow. We know that together, in Christ, we rise. Thanks            
be to God!  Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 
Good and gracious God, through the birth of your son, Jesus Christ,            
you proclaimed to the whole world it’s worth. Sustain us in the hope             
of your promise to lead us all the dawning of a new day and to raise                
us up to live with you.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for your church, that we as the body of Christ, may proclaim              
your gospel news and seek to be your hands and feet in the world,              
that all may experience the newness of life in Christ, our Lord. Lord,             
in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
We pray for all who are in need this day, especially those who we are               
close to this community of faith. We pray for Bill Johnson, Carol            
Barber, Darrel Benson, Gary Carlson, Ryan Steinert, & Joan Knapp,          
as well as all those whom we name to you now. Bring your healing              
presence upon them, O God, that they may have peace in this time.             
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For the beginning of another year, we give you thanks, O God. You             
have brought us here to this time and place and we ask for your              
blessing upon us as we begin a new year, that it may be a year filled                
with peace and love, joy and hope. And that no matter what may             
come our way, that we may trust in your enduring presence with us to              
lead us and guide us through all things, as you have faithfully done in              
years past.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Bless each person and family in this congregation and beyond to the            
ends of the earth. Bless us with your grace that we may be your              
people, growing and learning in love and service to you and one            
another. Bless us in our joys, be present to us in our times of trial,               
provide for the needs that this next year will bring, that our faith may              
bloom as individuals, as families, and as a community. Bless our           
efforts and our goals, bless us with good health and a willingness to             
support one another. Bless us in our work and in our play, in our rest               
and in our study. Bless us in all of our lives, through Jesus Christ, our               
Savior and Lord.  Amen. 


