
 
 

Contemplating Christmas 
 

OPEN 

 
In the beginning of the fourth Gospel we read, 
 

The one who is the true light, who gives light to everyone, was coming 

into the world.  He came into the very world he created, but the world 

didn’t recognize him.  He came to his own people, and even they rejected 

him.  But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to 

become children of God.  They are reborn – not with a physical birth 

resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth that comes from God.  

So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was 

full of unfailing love and faithfulness.  And we have seen his 

glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son. 

John 1:9-14 
 
 

But how do we get our heads and hearts around the miracle of Christ’s 
Incarnation?  The fact that Jesus, as God, took on human flesh is something 
that we celebrate at Christmas.  We describe this in theological terms as the 
“condescension of Christ”.  We speak in hushed tones of a humble baby, 
peacefully sleeping on the hay.   
 
But the question remains – is Jesus Christ living in our hearts by faith?  If so, 
Christmas provides an amazing opportunity to grow in worship and adoration of 
our Saviour – if we will take the time to quiet our hearts and contemplate. 
 
So many songs of the season help us celebrate the birth of Jesus. You will 
likely have many favorite Christmas carols.  Here are lesser-known carols.  
However, their long-standing lyrics and moving music combine to aid us in 
contemplation and celebration of Christ’s Incarnation.   
 

DIG 

 
Bellow we have included YouTube links so that you can listen to the beauty of 
these Christmas carols.  But be careful to consider the words and let the truth 
soak into your soul concerning the condescension of Christ. 
 
 

“In The Bleak Midwinter” 
 
Written by Christina Rossetti and set to music by Gustav Holst in 1906.  
 

Have a listen at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xAzQIS4-MpY 
 
 

“Once In Royal David’s City” 
 
Written by Cecil Frances Alexander and set to music by Henry John 
Gauntlett in 1849. 
 

Have a listen at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ze-Z3j0mErs 
 
 

“Who Is He In Yonder Stall” 
 
Composed by Benjamin R. Hanby in 1866 
 

Have a listen at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=grhf0MMA_i0 
 
 

“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 
 
Translated by Theodore Baker in 1894 from a German carol dated to 1599.   
 

Have a listen at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gxmm0-Ts2ts 
 
 

“Thou Who Was Rich Beyond All Splendor” 
 
The year was 1934 and missionaries John and Betty Stam knew they were in 
great danger as civil war raged around them.  But the Chinese communist 
soldiers entered their town so suddenly and cut off any opportunity escape.  
They were taken captive along with their three-month old daughter, Helen.   
 
Tragically, within days John and Betty were executed, paying with their lives to 
bring the Gospel to China.  But baby Helen had been hidden by her mother in 
a sleeping bag in an abandoned house.  Miraculously, she was found several 
days later by a Chinese pastor.  In time she was brought safely back to her 
extended family in the US.  As the news of the Stam’s death reached their 
mission headquarters in Shanghai, Frank Houghton, a mission leader, set out 
to visit and encourage workers in the countryside. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xAzQIS4-MpY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ze-Z3j0mErs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=grhf0MMA_i0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gxmm0-Ts2ts


Traveling over the mountains of Szechwan, II Corinthians 8:9 came to his 
heart:  “though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor.” 
 
In light of the tragic events and inspired by the truth of Jesus’ ultimate 
sacrifice, Houghton composed this compelling carol. 
 

Thou who wast rich beyond all splendour, all for love’s sake becamest poor; 

Thrones for a manger didst surrender, sapphire-paved courts for stable floor. 

Thou who wast rich beyond all splendour, all for love’s sake becamest poor. 
 

Thou who art God beyond all praising, all for love’s sake becamest man; 

Stooping so low, but sinners raising heavenwards by thine eternal plan. 

Thou who art God beyond all praising, all for love’s sake becamest man. 

 

Thou who art love beyond all telling, Saviour and King, we worship thee. 

Emmanuel, within us dwelling, make us what thou wouldst have us be. 

Thou who art love beyond all telling, Saviour and King, we worship thee. 

 

Have a listen at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XB4BQjsDijc 
 
 

REFLECT 

 
This Sunday we have celebrated communion, which celebrates the sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ.  How appropriate this is because the Incarnation of Jesus is 
linked to the Crucifixion of Jesus.  Could you see this in the carols above? 
 
What is of greatest importance is that we do not simply treat the work of Jesus 
as some mere concept or compelling story.  We must believe and accept Him 
as our personal Lord and Saviour.  As John put it, when we do, God “gave the 
right to become children of God” and we are reborn! 
 
As Isaac Watts wrote in 1719, “Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King.  Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and 
nature sing.” 
 
Have you prepared room in your heart for Jesus Christ? 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XB4BQjsDijc

