
1 
 
Kerrisdale Presbyterian Church  
“Mission: Empowered by God” 
Scripture: Acts 2:1-21; Romans 8:22-27; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
Hymns: Thou whose almighty word 291; Spirit, Spirit of gentleness 399; Lord, listen to 
your children praying 449; O Breath of life, come sweeping through us 384 
May 24, 2015 
Rev. Steve Filyk 
 
Since Easter we’ve been exploring the mission of God’s people. 
 The investigation has been more casual than systematic. 
  We’ve looked at a wide assortment of biblical texts 
   And we’ve learned many different things: 
 
The woman at the well taught us to share what we’ve seen and heard 
 Even if we still have questions. 
 
The sending of the twelve, the disciples’ first mission-trip, 

reminded us to get out into the surrounding community 
 bringing help and healing and news of God’s kingdom. 

 
Paul’s household rules admonished us 

that even our mundane and menial work 
  Can be a means of giving God glory. 
 
Jeremiah’s enacted parable of a loin-cloth, a kilt, 
 Helped us see that our lives are meant to be attractive 
  And a means of drawing others to God. 
 
Last week’s investigation of Moses and the burning bush 
 Highlighted our calling to serve as important instruments 
  In God’s redemption plans. 
 
Each of these texts have highlighted 
 different facets of God’s mission. 
 
But a common thread among them all 
 is the fact that God has some important tasks 
  for God’s people. 
 
 

Read these texts and you’ll realise 
That the church is less like a country club: 

  A place where people come to relax and socialise 
   And escape the world around them. 
 
Read these text and you’ll discover 

That the church is more like a boot camp: 
 A place where people are fired up and organised 

   To engage in work in their neighbourhoods. 
 
It’s good to be reminded that we have a role in God’s story. 
 That we have a job, a task in God’s world. 
 
But like most jobs we can rush in 

And get ahead of ourselves. 
  
We can determine to engage in a particular project 
 Without God’s command, 
  Without Jesus’ direction, 
   And without the Holy Spirit’s power. 
 
Some of you have seen this in action. 
 
Concern is raised about the need for a particular mission. 
 A committee is formed. 
  A consultant is hired. 
 
Surveys are done of the neighborhood. 
 Assets of the church are itemised. 
  Brains are stormed. 
 
An action-plan is formulated.  
 Feedback is solicited. 
  Reports are generated and shared. 
 
Sometimes we jump into a project 
 Without a great deal of spiritual discernment. 
  While we accomplish a lot of important leg-work, 
   the enthusiasm starts to wane somewhere in the middle. 
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By the time a reports is made 
 Our energies are expended, 
  And very little is executed. 
 
All we have to show for our efforts 
 Is another yet another paper 
  To add to the growing pile. 
 
So are we wasting our best energies 
 On planning and due diligence? 
  Or have we somehow managed to pursue God’s mission 
   Without seeking God’s power? 
 
The story of Pentecost reveals a very different scenario. 
 At Pentecost, God, not his people, is leading the mission. 
  At Pentecost, mission is performed in the Spirit’s power. 
 
Let me summarise this story 
 With the help of Eugene Peterson: 
 
“When the Feast of Pentecost came,  

they were all together in one place.  
Without warning there was a sound like a strong wind,  

gale force— 
no one could tell where it came from.  

It filled the whole building.  
 

Then, like a wildfire,  
the Holy Spirit spread through their ranks,  

and they started speaking in a number of different languages  
as the Spirit prompted them. 

 
There were many Jews staying in Jerusalem just then,  

devout pilgrims from all over the world.  
When they heard the sound, they came on the run.  

 
Then when they heard, one after another, 

 their own mother tongues being spoken,  
they were thunderstruck.  

 

They couldn’t for the life of them figure out what was going on,  
and kept saying, “Aren’t these all Galileans? 

How come we’re hearing them talk  
in our various mother tongues? 

 
…Others joked, “They’re drunk on cheap wine.” 
 
That’s when Peter stood up and,  

backed by the other eleven, spoke out with bold urgency: 
“Fellow Jews, all of you who are visiting Jerusalem,  

listen carefully and get this story straight. 
 
These people aren’t drunk as some of you suspect…  

This is what the prophet Joel announced would happen: 
 
“In the Last Days,” God says, 

“I will pour out my Spirit 
      on every kind of people: 
 
Your sons will prophesy, 

also your daughters; 
Your young men will see visions, 

       your old men dream dreams… 
 
And whoever calls out for help 
     to me, God, will be saved.””i 
 
Peter goes on preaching 
 And the whole crowd was listening.  
 
Cut to the heart, 
 Convinced by his message 

They asked to be baptised. 
 
3000 were added to the church roll that day. 
 
It’s an interesting story isn’t it? 
 If we spent a few minutes brainstorming 
  Ideas for mission and outreach 
   We might come up with ideas ranging  
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    From community barbeques to a redevelopment  
     Focusing on Senior’s housing. 
 
But how many of us would imagine  
 Marching down the 41st Ave and singing God’s praises. 
   
We don’t imagine it because we’d be too shy to do it. 
 And because done in our own power 
  people would be repelled, not attracted. 
   They would walk around looking the other way. 
 
It would be as effective 
 As those mountains of studies of studies we’ve produced 
  That have never been put into action. 
 
But what happened on Pentecost? 
 
By God’s power on Pentecost a group bewildered disciples 
 Who were meeting behind closed doors, 
  Had new courage to take their faith public. 
   
By God’s power 
 There is the miraculous appearance of wind and fire 
  And unexpected gifts of communication: 
 
The disciples are praising God  
 In languages they didn’t know. 

that disciple that had once vehemently denied Jesus, Peter, 
   Is now vehemently proclaiming Christ. 
 
By God’s power the disciples are now bold 
 And miraculous signs are accompanying them. 
 
And by God’s power 
 The crowds are paying attention 
  Even being convinced by the testimony that is being shared. 
 
Mission in the New Testament 
 Is a task that is given to the church 
  But it is first and foremost the work of God’s Spirit. 

The Spirit of God directs this mission. 
 The Spirit of God empowers this mission. 
 
So what is our role. 
 Are we to give up all our planning? 
  Just sit around; 

wait till God shows up in wind and fire  
and new languages ? 

 
I don’t think God would have us abandon 
 The use of our critical faculties. 
  God has given us wisdom and intelligence 
   To be used. 
 
But God doesn’t want us to simply  
 Launch out with our own programs. 
  God wants us to follow God’s leading. 
 
What we might learn from the early church  
 Is patience amidst our planning. 
  What we might learn from those first disciples 
   Is seeking God’s will and direction in prayer. 
 
If you read the previous chapter in Acts 
 You’ll note that Jesus told his disciples 
  To wait, to wait for the arrival of the Holy Spirit. 
   You will also note that in their gatherings 
    They were constantly in prayer.ii 
 
Not just those perfunctory prayers 
 That are said to open and close our meetings: 
  Prayers that involve seeking. 
   Prayers that involve discerning. 
    Prayers that involve listening. 
 
The other week I had the opportunity 
 To attend a workshop at the Vancouver School of Theology. 
  It was a workshop on the revitalisation of ministry. 
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Our lecturer from Duke University, Gregory Jones, told us a story  
 About a Christian woman named Maggy. 
  He’s written about her on Duke’s online magazine: 
   Faith & Leadership. 
 
Maggy had survived the Burundian genocide 
 And has gone on to found a diverse and successful mission 

that helps children in Burundi, Rwanda and eastern Congo. 
 
“More than 30,000 children have been directly affected  

and formed by Maggy’s work through Maison Shalom 
[House of Peace]… 

 
[Jones] asked her  

where she gets the courage and persistence 
to sustain her work and accomplish her vision,  

 
and she responded that the task is often frustrating and hard.  
 
[Maggy] noted the problems of patriarchy and corruption in government,  

the difficulties in funding, 
and the ongoing realities of violence and war 

as well as the brokenness in families. 
 
She then shared that she sustains her hope through prayer.  

She said she prays for an hour every afternoon by herself,  
an important centering time for her.  

 
In addition, she said,  

she prays the same prayer every morning when she first wakes up. 
 
“What is that prayer?” [Jones] asked.  
 
She said she wasn’t sure how it would sound in English… 

because she prays it in one of her first two languages,  
Kirundi or French.  

 
After a pause, she said it goes like this: 

“Lord, let your miracles break forth every day,  
and let me not be an obstacle in any way.”iii 

I wonder if our church’s failure 
 To follow-through in mission has something to do 
  With our prayer life. 
 
Not that prayer is a technique 
 To manipulate God… 
 
But in prayer, in prayer 

we are directed and redirected 
  To those projects that are closest to God’s heart. 
 
In prayer, in prayer 

we discover new hope and encouragement 
  To persevere in God’s plans. 
 
Well let’s not just talk about prayer. 
 Let’s do it.  
 
Once again I’m going to do something a little different this morning.  
 In a moment, I would like you to get into groups of two or three. 
  You’ll need to slide down your pew; 

Maybe move forward or backward. 
 
I would like you to introduce yourself. 
 Take a moment to share with each other 
  Those areas of life in our neighbourhoods 
   Where you sense that God’s presence is really needed. 
 
For example Friday’s paper spoke about cutbacks in homecare: 
 I don’t bring this up as a political issue, 
  but a reminder of the challenges our seniors face. 
 
Take a moment to share with each other 
 Those areas of life in our community 
  Where you feel God’s presence is needed. 
 
You can talk for a while. 

Then I’m going to interrupt you and together  
  We’ll enjoy a minute of silence 
   Simply to listen. 
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Then in your group  
 I’d like to ask one person in your group to say a prayer. 
  A short prayer has been provided for you in the bulletin. 
   You can say an extemporaneous one if you prefer. 
 
 
 

i Acts 2:1-21 MSG 
ii Acts 1: 8,14 

Or you can say Maggy’s prayer: 
“Lord, let your miracles break forth every day,  

and let me not be an obstacle in any way.”   
   

 
So: GATHER, SHARE, MINUTE OF SILENCE TOGETHER, PRAYER. 

iii L. Gregory Jones “Philanthropy, global citizens and hope” March 10, 2015 
www.faithandleadership.com/l-gregory-jones-philanthropy-global-citizens-and-
hope 

                                                           


