
Life Hacks 
Part 6: The Crux of the Matter 

Text: James 2:14-26


INTRODUCTION: SKIN IN THE GAME 

Life Hack: A pop-culture term that describes a simple way to 
make everyday life easier.


James 2:14-26


There must be a better way to have faith…


1. FAITH IS NOT AN ABSTRACTION  

Faith is not some abstract concept. True faith is 
transformative. 


“Seeing is believing” when it comes to faith.


2. FAITH ALONE IS ENOUGH 

There are two equal, yet opposite, enemies of the gospel:


Legalism - earning salvation by being very very good. 

Antinomianism - anti-works 

Faith is evidenced by good works.


Luke 6:43-45


Our beliefs drive our behaviour. 


3. FAITH WITHOUT WORKS IS DEAD 

Abraham is considered to be the father of Israel. More than 
that, he is the archetype of being saved by faith.


Rahab is an example of a gentile being saved by faith alone.


How do we know they had faith? They lived out what they 
believed.


This is the great life hack of the book of James: Faith without 
works is dead.


CONCLUSION: WHERE IS YOUR FAITH 

Luke 8:22-25
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Discussion Questions 
WARM UP 

1. Think about the story of Blondin; what is something that 
you believe is safe, but would never try? (e.g. bungee 
jumping, sky diving). 


DIGGING DEEPER 

2. Read James 2:14-26. What stands out to you from this 
passage? What can we learn about the relationship between 
faith and works from this passage?


3. Read Jesus’ words in Luke 6:43-45. What does this 
passage say about the relationship between faith and works? 
Compare this passage to the one in James. What stands out 
to you?


4. James uses Abraham and Rahab to build his case for “faith 
without works is dead”. What can we learn about faith from 
these two pillars of faith?


APPLICATION 

5. Read Luke 8:22-25. Ask yourself; Where is your faith? 
Spend time encouraging one another and asking God to 
increase your faith to be evidenced by action.


PRAYER 

1. Spend time praying for each other, that God would change 
you in any way that he likes.


2. Other requests

•  

•  

•
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