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Pre-‐Understanding	  

• We	  each	  come	  to	  our	  relationship	  with	  God	  with	  a	  certain	  way	  of	  thinking,	  
we’re	  sometimes	  unaware	  of	  it	  

• We	  are	  shaped	  by	  culture,	  we	  are	  taught,	  we	  are	  molded	  by	  our	  upbringing	  
• We	  may	  have	  bias	  or	  baggage	  –	  “Who	  packed	  your	  bags?”	  
• Leanne	  shared	  some	  examples	  of	  people	  pre-‐understanding	  of	  Holy	  Spirit	  

	  
Holy	  Spirit	  101	  

• Member	  of	  the	  Trinity	  (Matt	  28,	  Acts	  5:	  3-‐4)	  
• Creator	  (Gen	  1:2	  ,	  26,	  Job	  33:4)	  
• He	  is	  a	  Person,	  not	  an	  it	  (John	  14:	  16-‐7,	  26)	  
• He	  is	  gentle	  
• Dwells	  within	  believers	  (1	  Cor	  3:	  16,	  Rom	  8:9)	  

	  
Indwelling	  of	  the	  Spirit	  as	  seen	  in	  Paul’s	  letter	  to	  the	  Ephesians	  
	  
1:3	  Blesses	  the	  Believer	  

• Spiritual	  blessings,	  not	  necessarily	  physical	  	  
• God	  gives	  himself	  to	  us	  

1:13-‐14	  Sealer	  of	  Believer	  and	  acts	  as	  a	  Guarantee	  
• A	  down	  payment,	  the	  taste	  of	  the	  future	  

1:17-‐18	  Provides	  Wisdom	  and	  Revelation	  
2:18	  Produces	  ongoing	  access	  to	  God	  
	  
The	  first	  half	  of	  Ephesians	  tells	  us	  what	  the	  Holy	  Spirit	  has	  done	  for	  us,	  the	  second	  is	  
about	  what	  is	  desired	  of	  us	  if	  we	  have	  God	  dwelling	  within	  (Eph	  5:	  15-‐19)	  
	  
Next	  week	  Doug	  will	  speak	  more	  about	  the	  empowered	  believer.	  The	  New	  
Testament	  speaks	  clearing	  that	  though	  we	  have	  his	  Spirit	  in	  us,	  God	  desires	  to	  fill	  us	  
with	  himself	  so	  that	  we’re	  able	  to	  accomplish	  what	  he	  calls	  us	  to	  do.	  	  
	  
Discussion	  Questions:	  

• Who	  packed	  your	  bags?	  What	  are	  your	  thoughts/experiences	  of	  the	  Holy	  
Spirit?	  

• How	  would	  you	  define	  the	  Holy	  Spirit?	  
• How	  does	  thinking	  about	  the	  Holy	  Spirit	  as	  the	  “Spirit	  of	  Jesus”	  inform	  the	  

way	  you	  think	  about	  him?	  
• How	  do	  you	  feel	  this	  teaching	  was	  helpful	  in	  understanding	  our	  Trinitarian	  

(three	  but	  also	  one)	  God?	  



• Are	  you	  open	  to	  experiencing	  Jesus’	  Spirit	  (with	  you,	  through	  you,	  filling	  
you)?	  Why	  or	  why	  not?	  

	  
	  


