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Golden Ears United Church 
Worshipping God, educating and serving in Christ's name,  

to help everyone deepen their relationship with God! 
 

Christmas Eve Drive In 
December 24th, 2019 9pm 

 
Welcome to our first ever (and hopefully one and only) Covid Christmas 
Drive in worship service. Tonight’s service is broadcast onto your car 
radio 87.7 FM. We are allowed to gather like this if everyone remains in 
their cars. The words of all the Christmas carols we are singing tonight are 
in this bulletin and you can call it up on your phone – the link will be sent 
out by email before worship. And you can find it on our website under: 
https://www.goldenearsunited.ca/blog/parking-lot-christmas-eve 
 
Many thanks to Diane, Sam and Tony - the Von Trapped family for the 
wonderful music all through this season and for coming out on this chilly 
night and thanks also to John Petty our traffic control.  
 
We will be sharing in communion tonight – hopefully you brought your 
own elements – but if you forgot we have individual servings available – 
Put your light on in your car if you want to receive some. They are a bit 
fiddly – you peel the first plastic layer off to remove the wafer, then the foil 
layer to open the juice – kind of like a coffee creamer. 
 
We know it’s chilly – but please if at all possible think of the environment 
and don’t run your engines during the service.  
 

God Calls Us Together 
 

Prelude Diane  
 
Greeting: 

One: Gloria to God in Heaven!  
All:  Christ the Saviour is born! 
  Glory to God in Heaven! 

 
*CAROL VU 60:  “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  
  
1 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
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 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem: 
 come and behold him, born the King of angels; 
  O come, let us adore him,  
  O come, let us adore him, 
  O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 
 
3 Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
 sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
 glory to God in the highest:  R 
 
5 Yea, Lord, we greet thee,  
  born this happy morning; 
 Jesus, to thee be glory given; 
 word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:  R 

Welcoming 
 
Christmas Candle Lighting 

Passing the Peace 
 
Opening Prayer 
 

God Speaks and We Listen 
 

Telling the Story:   
Luke 2:1-7  
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should 
be enrolled. This was the first enrollment, when Quirin′i-us was governor of 
Syria. And all went to be enrolled, each to his own city. And Joseph also went 
up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be 
enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were 
there, the time came for her to be delivered. And she gave birth to her first-born 
son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. 

Pause for reflection 

Luke 2:8-14 (RSV) 



 3 

And in that region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel said 
to them, “Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which 
will come to all the people; for to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 
babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace among men with whom he is pleased!” 
 
Pause for reflection 
Luke 2:15-20 
When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with haste, and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And when they saw it they 
made known the saying which had been told them concerning this child; and all 
who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary kept all these 
things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
This is testimony to God’s love with us 
Thanks be to God! 
Reflecting on the Word 
*CAROL VU 73  ‘The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy’ 

 Words: West Indian Carol, from Edric Conner Collection of West Indian 
Spirituals, 1945. 

In the public domain. Used with joy and thanksgiving. 
 
1 The virgin Mary had a baby boy, 
 the virgin Mary had a baby boy, 
 the virgin Mary had a baby boy, 
 and they say that his name is Jesus. 
  He come from the glory, (clap, clap) 
   he come from the glorious kingdom. 
  He come from the glory, (clap, clap) 
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   he come from the glorious kingdom. 
  Oh, yes! believer! Oh, yes! believer! 
  He come from the glory, (clap, clap) 
   he come from the glorious kingdom. 
 
2 The angels sang when the baby was born, 
 the angels sang when the baby was born, 
 the angels sang when the baby was born, 
 and they say that his name is Jesus.  R 
 
3 The shepherds came where the baby was born, 
 the shepherds came where the baby was born, 
 the shepherds came where the baby was born, 
 and they say that his name is Jesus.  R 

 
Sharing God’s Love at the Table 

 
Invitation to Communion 
 
Invitation to Communion 
Communion Prayer 
One:  Glory to God in the highest! 
All:  And on earth, peace to all! 
One:  Lift up your hearts. 
All:  We lift them up to God. 
One:  Let us give thanks to God. 
All:  It is good to give our thanks and praise. SLIDE 
God of all times and places, 
 we gather at your table of grace to recall your vision of hope 
 for all people and for your world.  
Through Abraham and Sarah,  
you revealed your promise in the surprise of a child.  
Through your prophets, you called your people  
to make way for peace and justice.  
In Jesus, you revealed your way of forgiveness and love.  
Through the ever-circling year,  
your Word discloses to us—again and anew— 
your promise for the restoration of all creation.  
 
As we gather to share this sign of hope and fulfillment,  
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we remember Jesus, the child born into obscurity,  
amid fear and uncertainty.  
We remember the fragility of that revelation,  
as well as the hope he stirred and imagination he inspired. 
 
We remember Jesus, who grew into 
the One who blazed a new and risky path  
of extravagant generosity and of passionate concern: 
 temple-shaker, world-maker, rule-breaker,  
risk-taker; the author and finisher of our faith.  
 
We remember Jesus’ self-giving love  
and the offer of himself for others,  
even those who gave him over to death.  
 
On that night, in the midst of great confusion and fear,  
Jesus broke bread with friends, saying,  
“This is my body, which I give for you and for all.  
When you do this, remember me.”  
 
With a blessing, he took the cup and offered it to them saying:  
“This cup is God’s covenant which is given for all.  
When you drink this, remember me.”  
 
Come to us, life-giving Spirit of God.  
Bless us, these gifts, and what we do here,  
so that we might sing your song of love  
for your people and for your world.  
Prayers of the People  
God of All, we pray for your people. 
For those who are afraid and oppressed, may you give courage.  
For those suffering conflict and fear, may you bring peace. 
For those who long for food and water, may they be filled. 
For those who long for justice, may it be fulfilled. 
For those exhausted from long hours at the front lines of this pandemic, may 
they be given rest 
For those who are feeling hopeless and desperate, may they feel the hope that 
is born in you.   
 
We pray also for ourselves and our community. 
That those who are grieving would feel your presence comforting them 
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That those in hospital and in care feel your strength. 
That those who are alone and anxious feel you near. 
That those who are ill in body and in spirit be comforted.  
That our friends and family be blessed by healing and love.  
Hear our prayers, O God as we pray together Jesus prayer: 
 
Our loving God who art in Heaven,  
Hallowed be thy Name.  
Thy Kingdom come.  
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
As we forgive those that trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation,  
But deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, The power, and the glory, For ever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
We pray these things, trusting in God’s faithfulness revealed:  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 
COMMUNION IS SHARED 
 
Prayer after Communion  
God of shepherds and kings, you gather us by the light of the star of promise.  
You lead us not only to hope for the future, 
but to trust in your presence and renewal of life in every time and place.  
Guide us this night, by the light of that same star. 
Lead us to the mangers of this world, 
where uncertainty is met with the renewal life 
and the transformation of this world is most deeply felt in love, one with another.  
Be with us on this most wondrous of nights, we ask in Jesus’ name.  
Amen.  

 
The Peace 
 
May the peace of the Christmas Child- 
The soft peace of a starlit night, 
The noisy peace of a crowded stable, 
The challenging peace of life and love 
Fully lived and freely shared— 
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Enfold, enrich and energise you 
 
 

God Sends us Out to Share the Good News 

 
 
*CAROL VU 43  “Go Tell It on the Mountain” 

Words: John Wesley Work II 1907. 
In the public domain. Used with joy and thanksgiving. 

 
 Go, tell it on the mountain, 
 over the hills and everywhere. 
 Go, tell it on the mountain 
 that Jesus Christ is born. 
 
1 While shepherds kept their watching 
 o’er silent flocks by night, 
 behold, throughout the heavens 
 there shone a holy light.  R 
 
2 The shepherds feared and trembled 
 when lo, above the earth 
 rang out the angel chorus 
 that hailed our Saviour’s birth!  R 
 
3 Down in a lonely manger 
 the humble Christ was born, 
 and God sent our salvation 
 that blessed Christmas morn.  R 
 
 
 
*Commissioning & Benediction 

As we go from our worship this night:  
May the joy of the angels sing in our voices; 
may the hope of the shepherds enliven our minds; 
may the strong faith of Mary strengthen our spirits; 
and may the love of the Christmas child  
shine in our hearts. 
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God’s blessing be upon you all,  
this holy night and forever. Amen. 

During the Commissioning and Benediction the Christ light will be symbolically 
passed through the parking lot in the light of the LED candles in the Luminarias 
that have lighted the Advent journey. Once you have them lit, place them on 
your dashboard and lets all join in singing Silent night. When we are finished 
feel free to roll down your windows and wish eachother Merry Christmas – and 
please leave by the Church Street Exit only.  
 
*Processional Carol: VU 67  “Silent Night”  

Words: Joseph Mohr 1818,  
English trans. John Freeman Young 1863 

1 Silent night! Holy night! 
 All is calm, all is bright 
 round yon virgin mother and child. 
 Holy infant so tender and mild, 
  sleep in heavenly peace,  
  sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
2 Silent night! Holy night! 
 Shepherds quake at the sight: 
 glories stream from heaven afar, 
 heavenly hosts sing Hallelujah, 
  Christ the Saviour is born,  
  Christ the Saviour is born. 
 
3 Silent night! Holy night! 
 Son of God, love’s pure light 
 radiant beams from thy holy face, 
 with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
  Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,  
  Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 
 

Wishing you and your loved ones  
a peaceful and joy filled Christmas 


