
 

I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the 
people; for to you is born this day a Saviour, Christ the Lord.  

(Luke 2:10-11) 
 

 

 

Thursday, December 24, 2020: Christmas Eve 



Opening Song: The First Noel
The first Noel the angel did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds  
In fields as they lay 
In fields where they  
Lay keeping their sheep 
On a cold winter's night  
That was so deep 
 
(Chorus) Noel, Noel 
Noel, Noel 
Born is the King of Israel 
 
They looked up and saw a star 
Shining in the east beyond them far 

And to the earth it gave great light 
And so it continued both day and night 
(To Chorus) 
 
And by the light of that same star 
Three wise men came from country far 
To seek for a king was their intent 
And to follow the star wherever it went 
(To Chorus) 
 
This star drew nigh to the northwest 
O'er Bethlehem it took its rest 
And there it did both stop and stay 
Right over the place where Jesus lay 
(To Chorus) 

 
Lighting of the Christmas Candle:  
All:  In a world that is waiting and longing to be made whole again, we 

welcome you Jesus, our God-with-us, and are called to proclaim the 
Good News of your birth to everyone everywhere! 

Reader One:  Hear the words of the Prophet Isaiah: “The people who walked in 
darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness on them light has shined…. For a child has been born for us, a 
son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 

Reader Two:  “His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for 
the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.” 

Reader One:  We stand on the brink of God’s time and light again the candles of Hope, 
Peace, Joy and Love. 

Reader Two:  We light the Christ Candle to celebrate the birth of our Saviour, Jesus, the 
light coming into the world. 
Please pause as we light the candles, then respond: 



All:  Loving God, come and shine your light in the world! Grant us faith to 
hope in you, peace as we long for you, joy as we wait for you, and love 
as we shine your light in the world. 

 
Penitential Rite 
Leader:  Dear friends in Christ, as we prepare to worship almighty God, let us with 

penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain 
forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy. 

Silence is Kept 
All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your name. Amen. 

Leader:  Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your 
sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal 
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All:  Amen. 
 
Evening Prayer 
Leader: Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 
All: A light no darkness can extinguish. 

O gracious Light, pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, O 
Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! Now as we come to the setting of the 
sun, and our eyes behold the vesper light, we sing your praises, O God: 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. You are worthy at all times to be sung by 
happy voices, O Son of God, O Giver of life, and to be glorified through 
all the worlds. 

Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Leader: Blessed are you, Lord our God, our eternal Father and David’s king. You 

have made our gladness greater and increased our joy by sending to 
dwell among us the Wonderful Counsellor, the Prince of Peace. Born of 
Mary, proclaimed to the shepherds, and acknowledged to the ends of the 



earth, your unconquered Sun of righteousness destroys our darkness and 
establishes us in freedom. All glory in the highest be to you, through 
Christ, the Son of your favour, in the anointing love of his Spirit, this night 
and for ever and ever.  

All: Amen. 
 
The Reading of Scripture 
First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 
deep darkness on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have 
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when 
dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod 
of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the 
tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the 
fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his 
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the 
throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will 
do this. 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord.   
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Canticle: Psalm 96 
1 Sing to the Lord a new song; *  

sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.  
2 Sing to the Lord and bless his name; *  

proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.  
3 Declare his glory among the nations *  

and his wonders among all peoples.  
4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; *  

he is more to be feared than all gods.  
5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *  

but it is the Lord who made the heavens.  
6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! *  

Oh, the power and the splendour of his sanctuary!  



7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; *  
ascribe to the Lord honour and power.  

8 Ascribe to the Lord the honour due his name; *  
bring offerings and come into his courts.  

9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; *  
let the whole earth tremble before him.  

10 Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is king! *  
he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; he will judge the peoples 
with equity.”  

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that is in   
     it; *  

let the field be joyful and all that is therein.  
12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the Lord when he comes, *  

when he comes to judge the earth.  
13 He will judge the world with righteousness *  

and the peoples with his truth.  
Prayer: We worship you, God of glory, in the beauty of holiness, and we joyfully proclaim 
your just and righteous rule, established for all, through your Son Jesus Christ the Lord.
 
Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce 
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, 
upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory 
of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for 
good deeds. 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord.   
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Processional Chorus – O Come Let Us Adore Him 
O come let us adore him 
O come let us adore him 

O come let us adore him 
Christ the Lord 

 
 
 
 



The Gospel Reading 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
Gospel Reading: Luke 2:1-20 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn. In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be 
afraid; for see--I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for 
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told 
them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 
had been told them. 
Leader: The Gospel of Christ. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
 



Worship Through Song  
Alpha and Omega /  
O Come Let Us Adore Him 
You are Alpha and Omega 
We worship You, our Lord 
You are worthy to be praised (Repeat) 
 
We give You all the glory 
We worship You, our Lord 
You are worthy to be praised (Repeat) 
 
O come let us adore Him 
O come let us adore Him 
O come let us adore Him 
Christ the Lord 
 
For He alone is worthy 
For He alone is worthy 
For He alone is worthy 
Christ, Christ, Christ the Lord 
 
The Table 
No palace worthy of our King 
Too many walls to keep Him in 
But a mansion worthy of this Son 
Was a stable that said welcome 
 
A journey on a starry night 
The wisest ones followed the light 
They gathered 'round the Holy One 
Who was born to love and lead us home 
 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Hear the sound and enter in 
There's a place reserved just come 
'Cause Jesus eats with everyone 

A child who is the King of Kings 
Who made a way of grace for sin 
Our humble Savior gave it all 
So we'd be seated with the Lord 
 
Hear the whisper of His heart 
The goodness of our saving God 
It doesn't matter what we've done 
'Cause Jesus eats with everyone 
 
We gather at the table  
The table of the Lord 
Come one, come all, come as you are 
We gather at the table  
The table of the Lord 
Just seek and you will find Him  
Come as you are 
 
Silent Night 
Silent night, holy night 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin, mother and Child 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild 
Sleep in heavenly peace 
Sleep in heavenly peace 
 
Silent night, holy night 
Shepherds quake at the sight 
Glories stream from heaven afar 
Heavenly hosts sing alleluia 
Christ the Savior is born 
Christ the Savior is born 
          (continued on next page) 
 



Silent night, holy night 
Son of God, love's pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace 
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth 
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth 

Silent night, holy night 
Wondrous star lend thy light 
With the angels let us sing 
Alleluia to our King 
Christ the Savior is born 
Christ the Savior is born 

 
Listening Time 
 
Sermon by the Rev. Dr. Myron Penner – Sermon Notes: 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Affirmation of Faith – The Apostle’s Creed 
All:         I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I 

believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended to the 
dead. On the third day, he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 



Prayers of the People 
Leader: In joy and humility let us pray to the creator of the universe, saying, 

“Lord, grant us peace.” By the good news of our salvation brought to 
Mary by the angel, hear us, O Lord.  

All: Lord, grant us peace.  
Leader: By the mystery of the Word made flesh, hear us, O Lord. Lord, grant us 

peace. By the birth in time of the timeless Son of God, hear us, O Lord.  
All: Lord, grant us peace.  
Leader: By the manifestation of the King of glory to the shepherds and magi, hear 

us, O Lord. 
All: Lord, grant us peace.  
Leader: By the submission of the maker of the world to Mary and Joseph of 

Nazareth, hear us, O Lord.  
All: Lord, grant us peace.  
Leader: By the baptism of the Son of God in the river Jordan, hear us, O Lord.  
All: Lord, grant us peace.  
Leader: Grant that the kingdoms of this world may become the kingdom of our 

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; hear us, O Lord. 
All: Lord, grant us peace. Amen. 
 
The Collect 
Leader: Eternal God, this holy night is radiant with the brilliance of your one true 

light. As we have known the revelation of that light on earth, bring us to 
see the splendour of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. 

All: Amen. 
 
Song: O Holy Night
O holy night  
The stars are brightly shining 
It is the night of the dear Saviour's birth 
Long lay the world  
In sin and error pining 
Till He appeared  

And the soul felt its worth 
A thrill of hope 
The weary world rejoices 
For yonder breaks  
A new and glorious morn 
          (continued on next page) 
 



Fall on your knees 
O hear the angel voices 
O night divine 
O night when Christ was born 
O night, O holy night 
O night divine 
 
Led by the light  
Of faith serenely beaming 
With glowing hearts  
By His cradle we stand 
So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming 
Here came the wise men  
From Orient land 
The King of kings  
Lay thus in lowly manger 
In all our trials born to be our Friend 
 
He knows our need 
To our weakness is no stranger 
Behold your King 

Before Him lowly bend 
Behold your King 
Before Him lowly bend 
 
Truly He taught us to love one another 
His law is love and His gospel is peace 
Chains shall He break  
For the slave is our brother 
And in His name  
All oppression shall cease 
Sweet hymns of joy  
In grateful chorus raise we 
Let all within us praise His holy name 
 
Christ is the Lord 
O praise His name forever 
His power and glory 
Evermore proclaim 
His power and glory 
Evermore proclaim 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Leader:     And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All:         Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
Congregational Announcements (Rev. Myron) 
 
 
 
 



Closing Song: Joy to the World 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come 
Let earth receive her King 
Let every heart prepare Him room 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven and heaven and nature sing 
 
Joy to the earth the Saviour reigns 
Let men their songs employ 
While fields and floods 
Rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy 

No more let sins and sorrows grow 
Nor thorns infest the ground 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found 
Far as the curse is found 
Far as, far as the curse is found 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders, wonders of His love 

 
The Dismissal 
Celebrant: Let us bless the Lord 
All:  Thanks be to God.  
Celebrant: The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last. 
All:  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Day Service  
Our Christmas Day Service will be available 

on our YouTube Channel (St. Paul’s 
Anglican – Edmonton) on Christmas Day 

starting at 9:00AM. 

 

May you see the GOD of  
HOPE, PEACE, JOY, and LOVE 

at work in your neighborhoods and 
communities this Christmas season!  

God’s blessing to you and your families! 
 

Please join us for Sunday live streamed 
services at 10:00AM Sunday mornings. 
Live streams can be viewed from our 

YouTube Channel (St. Paul’s Anglican – 
Edmonton). 
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Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday: 9:00AM-12:00PM 
Closed: Fri/Sat/Sun and Stat Holidays 

No In-Person Services at St. Paul’s until at least January 10 
 

Following the Government of Alberta declaring a state of public health emergency, 
along with stricter, mandatory measures to limit the spread of COVID-19, Bishop Jane 

has made the decision to keep church buildings in the Diocese closed until at least 
Epiphany (January 6, 2021) which means we will not be having in-person services until 

at least January 10. 
 

Services will continue to be live streamed at 10:00AM on Sunday mornings. A special 
Christmas Day service will be pre-recorded and available for viewing on our YouTube 

Channel from 9:00AM onwards on December 25.  
 

The office will remain closed over this time with staff working from home as much as 
possible. If you need to meet with any member of staff, please email them directly to 

set up an appointment.  
 


