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Raffaele and Sylvia are both passionate about sharing 
Christ with people around the world. Since the beginning 
of their marriage, they have been involved in serving the 
body of Christ and seeking new ways to establish Christ’s 
kingdom. 
Raffaele grew up in a Canadian/Italian home and came to 
the Lord during a very difficult time in his young adult 
years. When he understood who Christ really was and 
what He had done for him, he could not contain the good 
news and shared it with anyone who could hear. He 
began reaching out to street people in his hometown of 

Victoria, British Columbia, and served at a local food bank called the Mustard Seed Street Church. 
 
That’s where he met Sylvia, who started a Parish Nursing program in this church. Sylvia grew up in a Christian family on a 
farm in northern British Columbia. She always had a desire and call to missions from the time she was little. She 
accepted the Lord at four years old and later was baptized when she turned fifteen. She began doing short-term 
missions to Mexico, the Philippines, and Indonesia. She was encouraged by her father to take nursing so that she had a 
tool she could use to bring the gospel to others. 
 
Raffaele and Sylvia attended a Discipleship Training School with Youth with a Mission (YWAM) in Jerusalem in 2003 just 
after the Gulf War began. At the time, they had their two oldest children, Allie and Caleb, with them and they discovered 
God’s heart for the Jews and Arabs of the land. There were many terrorist attacks at the time, and God continually 
protected them. They came back to Canada a year later to have their third child, Lydia, and ended up staying longer than 
they had intended. They helped with a youth outreach church and later Raffaele became a pastor for a non-
denominational church and founded a drop-in center for people desiring to get free from drug addiction. In due time, 
they heard the call again to go to Israel to share the Messiah with His people. 
 
In 2010, Raffaele and Sylvia and their now five children – the youngest, Jude, was just learning to walk – went to 
Amman, Jordan, to take a school of frontier missions with YWAM. This prepared them to pioneer a team of missionaries 
in Galilee. There was much perseverance needed for such a task with a large family, including learning Hebrew and 
working with a very fractured group of people serving such diverse cultures of Jews and Arabs. They endured the war 
with Gaza and saw God protect miraculously as rockets were flying through the sky. God’s grace was very evident, for He 
who watches over Israel neither slumbers nor sleeps (Psalm 121:4). 
 
In 2015, they returned to Canada with a deeper love for the word of God and a sense that God was writing a new 
chapter. They began attending Creston Baptist Church, and in less than a year, a new position opened up for Raffaele to 
fill as Pastor of Family Ministries. This gave the Gaudios a rich opportunity to develop children’s outreach and strengthen 
the family unit within the body of Christ. After four years of serving there, they had a sense that God was stirring them 
again for starting something new. It came as a surprise when in the place of prayer God highlighted Japan. It was an 
unexpected delight to discover that there was an urgent call for church planting there with the NAB. The church 
leadership confirmed God’s call in this. Their two oldest children will be staying back in Canada as their daughter Allie 
and her husband Clay are starting a new family with their baby, and their oldest son Caleb is launching out into college. 

 
For more information, visit our website @ www.nabonmission.org  or email us at serve@nabconf.org 

 

Birthdays:  Anniversary: 
Raff: March 21   Sylvia: Oct 23   Lydia: Feb 7   Ezra: April 10   Jude: Aug 22  Dec 27 
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