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Through my involvement with the UNBC chaplaincy program I have had the 
opportunity connect with people from several other faith communities here in town.  
One of the most interesting people I’ve spoken with is a member of the Bahia 
community.  If you don’t know much about the Bahia faith, it is a religion that 
claims truth is found in every world religion.  And so they equally esteem all the 
religious greats like Moses, Buddha, Jesus and Mohammad claiming that all their 
messages are actually pieces of one big message that God has been revealing 
over time.1 
 
It is a claim that resonates with our world because it seems so mature to say that 
all religious adherence is based on truth and no one is wrong. 
 
The problem however, is that each of the faiths they have jumbled together, 
including of course Christianity, complain that their leader can not be lumped 
together with the others.  Judaism claims no one has had a closer connection with 
God than Moses, Islam says Mohammad has the final say on truth – and those are 
high claims, but they are nothing compared to the declaration of Christ – who said 
of Himself “I AM” making Himself equal with God. 
 
I’m not sure what your 21st century friends with scientific minds think of that claim, 
but I can tell you that mine find Jesus’ words very hard to accept.  And actually 
people in every age before ours, including the one Jesus walked around in, found 
His words equally preposterous. 
  
And it is this culturally insensitive claim of Christ that we are focusing on in this 
series.  A claim Jesus made seven times throughout the Gospel of John. 
 
Today we are looking at the second of these statements which we find in John 
chapter 10.  The words we will be looking at are difficult and so I would encourage 
you to open your Bibles and follow along if you are able.  As we come to these 
words let’s pray that God will grant us the ability to understand what He is saying 
about Himself. 
 
[Pray] 
 
Today’s text is actually part of a larger story that will take us two weeks to cover.  
The whole story spans from verse 1 through to verse 21 and has three sections to 
it.   
 

                                            
1
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bah%C3%A1'%C3%AD_Faith  
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It starts with a parable in verses 1-5 that Jesus’ listeners don’t understand.  And 
then unpacks in two parts – the first unpacking happens in verses 7-10 that we will 
cover today, and the second unpacking happens in verses 11-21 which we will 
look at the week after Easter. 
 
The thesis that I would like to prove to you today from the text is as follows: When 
Jesus speaks only His sheep hear and are led through The Gate to salvation. 
 
CONTEXT: 
I have to tell you that when I started looking at this text early this last week I was 
confused.  While I have read this story many times as I looked at it closer there 
were several things that didn’t make sense. 
 
For example most of Jesus’ parables have either Himself or God as the main 
character.  But in verses 1-5 it is difficult to locate just one main character.  There 
is the Gate itself, the shepherd who leads the sheep, and the watchman who 
opens the gate for him.  Which one are we supposed to associate with Jesus?  
Beyond this, in verse one some guy jumps over the wall – who is that?  And then 
in verse 5 who is the stranger that the sheep run away from? 
  
As I sat there Tuesday morning looking at the Greek I really resonated with the 
words of verse six which says: 
 
[Read John 10:6] 
 
No kidding!  Jesus, what are you talking about?! 
 
Fortunately for me and I guess for you too, as I looked at the greater context the 
parable began to open. 
 
Something you should know by now is that the context of virtually every paragraph 
in the Bible is incredibly important.  And so almost every time I preach I try to give 
some thought to the verses surrounding the specific ones we are dealing with.  
And today that is particularly important because chapter nine is actually part of the 
same story we are dealing with today. 
 
Of course you know that it wasn’t until the 13th century that Bibles had any 
chapters at all.  Before that the books just read like novels.  But then in an effort to 
make it easier to find particular sections the church decided to implement chapter 
breaks and then about two hundred years later they implemented verses as well. 
 
And so we need to be careful not to think that the beginning of a chapter 
necessarily starts a new story. 
 
Chapter 9 is the story about Jesus healing a man who was born blind. 
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After speaking to the man at the beginning of the chapter: 
 

He [Jesus] spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it 
on the man’s eyes.   
“Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam”…  So the man went and 
washed, and came home seeing. (John 9:6-7) 

 
And as this man’s sight grew clearer and clearer the blindness of the Pharisees – 
the religious leaders of the day – grew thicker and thicker.  You see Jesus had 
done this miracle on the Sabbath, and the Jewish tradition stipulated that no one 
was to do any work on the Sabbath including something as simple as making mud.  
The Pharisees refused to see that God was behind Jesus’ actions because the 
rules of their religion were precious to them.  They even sought to get the man to 
deny Jesus by saying: 
 
 Give glory to God… we know this man [Jesus] is a sinner. (John 9:24) 
 
But the man wouldn’t deny the One who gave him sight and so eventually they 
kicked him out of the synagogue for blasphemy.   
 
And then in verse 35 Jesus finds the man after he had been kicked out and asked 
him: 

 “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 

“Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in 
Him.” 

Jesus said, “You have now seen Him; in fact, He is the one 

speaking with you.” 

Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped Him.  

(John 9:35-38) 

And so the story comes down to whether we are going to reject Jesus because 
what He said and did do not fit with the rules of our church, or any human 
institution for that matter, or whether we are going to worship Him and allow Him to 
shape our church and our understanding of God?   

And this is dangerous because it means we are not in control… 

Jesus finishes chapter 9 with these words: 

Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the 
blind will see and those who see will become blind.” 
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Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, 

“What? Are we blind too?” 

Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but 
now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.  (John 9:39-

41) 

And then Jesus told a parable in chapter 10 verses 1 through 5 that gave the 
Pharisees a chance to prove they weren’t blind.  But the parable finishes with the 
words of verse six.  And we realize that just like Jesus said: 
 
When Jesus speaks only His sheep hear and are led through The Gate to 
salvation. 
 
And so we find ourselves sitting today before this same division.  Jesus has 
spoken, and Jesus Himself says that some will hear His words and worship and 
others will decide that what He says here is absolute insanity and reject Him 
altogether.   
 
So look with me at verses 3 and 4 from this first parable. 
 
[Read John 10:3-4] 
 
Without worrying for now about the specific elements of the story like the Gate, the 
watchman and the shepherd, the main point is clear.  Jesus is calling His sheep to 
Himself, and those who hear His voice are following. 
 
Are you one of Jesus’ sheep?... Ask yourself “as I hear the words Jesus speaks 
does my heart leap to worship like the blind man such that I am willing to follow 
Jesus wherever He takes me, or am I filled with a skepticism that Jesus’ claim is 
too grand and a love for the rules of religion?” 
 
If it seems like there is no middle ground this is no accident.  Almost everything 
Jesus says polarizes people into two camps.   
 
But if you find yourself in the grey space between, wanting to believe but filled with 
doubt, the Scriptures offer hope: but it is a hope tied to a desperate plea for mercy. 
Join me in the prayer of the man from Mark 9 who said: 
 

“Lord I believe; help my unbelief.”2  Holy Spirit, fill me with Your gift of faith.  
I want my life to reflect Your glory.  I want to worship in Spirit and in Truth.  
Jesus have mercy on this sinner.  Amen. 

… 

                                            
2
 Mark 9:24 
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It is at this point that I want to focus in on verses 7-10 and the second parable 
Jesus tells.  
 
At first it might seem like this parable is here to explain the first one, but that isn’t 
the full story.  Jesus isn’t attempting to be clearer so that more people will get what 
He is saying – instead He is leaving behind those who refuse to believe, and 
taking those who have faith to the next step.  
 
Look with me at verse 7. 
 
[Read John 10:7-8] 
 
Jesus says “So you have a hard time with what I am saying?  Well try this on for 
size then, I AM the gate for all the true sheep, everyone else are thieves and 
robbers.  And here He is speaking directly about the strangers who are climbing 
over the walls offering salvation by adherence to their religious rules – the 
Pharisees. 
 
And everyone who is standing around begins to divide.   
 
Last week we looked at the significance of the words Jesus uses here – ego emi, I 
AM.  And we looked at Exodus 3 where God revealed Himself to Moses from the 
burning bush as the God named I AM.  And Jesus uses these words to describe 
Himself! 
  
Every Jew who heard Him say this line would have immediately caught the 
significance and their jaws would have hit the floor.  Sure the exclusive words 
about being “the gate” would not have been lost on them, but it was Jesus’ I AM 
that would have rung most loudly.   
 
For the Jews the Hebrew Name of God, pronounced YHWH, was so sacred that 
they would never speak it when they came across it in the text.  Instead they 
would say adoni which meant Lord.   
 
And yet Jesus comes right out and says it – I AM – and He says this about 
Himself! 
 
The result; some believe and are filled with faith and worship, and others doubt 
and reject.  This is the same thing that always happens when people encounter 
Jesus, and it is the very thing that is happening here among us too. 
 
Just like we saw last week when Jesus said “I AM the bread of life” people gawked 
and some began to turn away.  Yet Jesus refused to back down and instead asked 
His disciples if they wanted to leave too.  But Peter and the twelve responded in 
faith: 
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  We believe 
and know that you are the Holy One of God.  (John 6:68-69) 
 

They saw Jesus and got it.  But the vast majority of the other people murmured 
among themselves in faithless confusion saying: 
 

How can this man give us His flesh to eat?... This is a hard teaching.  Who 
can accept it?... 

[And] From this time many of His disciples turned back and no longer followed 
Him. (John 6:52;60;66) 

 
When it comes to Jesus people are always divided into two camps.  Some believe 
and many doubt.  And the numbers don’t bother Jesus.  He was content to turn the 
crowd of 5000 away and take 12 because while the rest were happy to share a 
free lunch, they were never His sheep to begin with. 
 
When Jesus speaks, only His sheep hear and are led through The Gate to 
salvation. 
 
Friends, where is your heart today?  My prayers is that as you hear the claims of 
Jesus you are filled with faith which makes you want to cry out like the Palm 
Sunday crowd 2000 years ago “Hosanna, blessed is He who comes in the Name 
of the Lord.  Christ is King.”  
… 
In verse nine Jesus goes on separating those with faith from those without.  Look 
at his words 
 
[Read John 10:9-10] 
 
Twice Jesus makes this exclusive claim to truth: I AM the gate.  There is no other.  
If salvation is what you hope for you must come through Me.  Later in the famous 
words of chapter fourteen He will say: 

I am the way the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father except 
through Me.  (John 14:6) 

 
Jesus doesn’t apologize to our world for how arrogant His words sound.  And 
friends we can’t apologize either. 
 
Imagine a young paratrooper standing at the door of his plane prepared to jump 
but without having buckled his shoot on.  And his instructor yelling behind him, 
“you will die without this shoot, there is no other way.” 
 
The fact is that any truth claim is arrogant unless it is true.  If flapping his arms 
were enough the young paratrooper would be justified in mocking the arrogance of 
his instructor.   
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And that is the polemic of the situation here.  In Jesus’ I AM claim He is making it 
clear that He is much more than an ordinary man; He is equal with God in every 
way. 
 
This claim is insane and absolutely arrogant unless it’s true.  And so we stand with 
Jesus’ original audience struck by the audacity of His words and wavering 
between faith and rejection. 
… 
On Palm Sunday 2000 years ago, a week before Jesus would embrace the cross, 
He entered Jerusalem on a donkey to the worshipful cries of “Hosanna, blessed is 
He who comes in the Name of the Lord.” 
 
And Jesus’ critics tried to get Jesus to quiet the seeming blasphemy of His 
followers, but Jesus responded: 
 I tell you… if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.  (Luke 19:40) 
 
Friends where is your heart today?  If you will not bow to the outlandish claims of 
Christ then there is nothing in the Christian religion that will be of any use to you.  
But if your soul is pricked with faith as you hear Jesus breathe “I AM” then let your 
heart swell with the words “Christ is King!” 
 
If we will accept His claim to be The Gate then in the second half of verse nine 
Jesus says He will give us two things.  First we will be saved or made perfectly 
safe and here He is referring to safety from the thief and everything evil he 
intends; and second we will find pasture which speaks of having life and having it 
to the full. 
 
So what do these two things mean? 
 
Jesus’ offer of salvation is powerful here.  The Greek word translated save literally 
means “to preserve safe and unharmed.”  This is Jesus’ offer to His sheep.  He will 
keep them safe from the enemy and from everything the enemy has to throw at 
them. 
 
Friends if you are Jesus’ sheep you are safe within His hands.  There is no greater 
comfort. 
… 
Here I would like to call briefly upon the 23rd Psalm – something I will do again in 
two weeks when we look more deeply at verses 11-21 and Jesus’ words I AM the 
Good Shepherd.   
 
Psalm 23 is one of the most well known sections of scripture and gives us an 
incredible picture of hope and safety in the hands of a loving God while at the 
same time presenting us an incredibly realistic picture of life on earth.   
 
The Psalmist writes: 
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The LORD is my shepherd; 

I shall not want. 
He makes me to lie down in green pastures; 

He leads me beside the still waters. 
He restores my soul; 

He leads me in the paths of righteousness 
For His name’s sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil; 

For You are with me; 
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
You anoint my head with oil; 

My cup runs over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

All the days of my life; 

And I will dwell in the house of the LORD 
Forever.  (Psalm 23) 

 
The picture of safety the Psalm presents is powerful and flies in the face of any 
enemy that comes against us, and yet it isn’t our physical safety that we are 
promised, but the safety of our souls. 
 
The true sheep still walks through the valley of the shadow of death.  There is no 
promise that a life with Christ is one free from the pains of this world.  In fact in 
other places Jesus promises us that if we will follow Him we will receive not only 
the normal pains this world has to offer but will join Him in the pains He had to 
suffer. 
 
And yet we are safe.  Having entered through The Gate the Shepherd we find 
there is in absolute control.  And so we can say with confidence, “whatever 
happens to me, even to the point of walking in the shadow of death, the mighty 
presence of the Creator of the Universe stands with me. 
… 
The second thing Jesus offers us is abundant life.  There are two words in the 
Greek for life.  The first one, “bios” is restricted to the life of the physical world 
around us; but the second word, “zoe” refers to a life that starts in the spiritual 
realm but pores over into the physical world.  And the Greek word “life” in verse 10 
is the word “zoe”.   
 
This is the life that Jesus offers us.  Similar to safety, this life isn’t tied to the 
circumstances we find ourselves surrounded by.  Jesus never promises to take us 
out of the world we live in – a world that struggles with loneliness and sickness 
and financial stress and ultimately death.  But He does promise to fill us with His 
life as we encounter these pressures. 
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And this is why the Psalmist speaks of a feast set for us in the presence of our 
enemies, an anointed head, an overflowing cup.  This is the life of goodness and 
mercy that begins when we encounter God through The Gate, and continues for 
eternity.  This is what Jesus offers only to those who will hear His exclusive claims 
of truth, and respond with belief. 
 
Because when Jesus speaks only His sheep hear and are led through The 
Gate to salvation. 
 … 
Brothers and sisters, after hearing the words of Jesus I hope it is obvious that the 
claims of the Bahia faith that speaks of truth around every corner, falls so short of 
the truth available to us in Christ. 
 
It is simply impossible for Jesus’ message to be one among many.  Either the 
things He said about Himself were utterly false and both He and His words should 
be completely forgotten.  Or He is I AM.  He is The Gate, and the only door to 
salvation and abundant life.  
 
And so those with faith cry out “Hosanna, blessed is He who comes in the Name 
of the Lord.  Christ is King!” 


