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Home For Christmas 

4. Glory Dan Bidwell, Senior Pastor 
Luke 2:1-14 24 December 2020 
 
 
One of our favorite things to do as a family is to go for night walks. We’ve been doing it since 
our kids were little. “Do you want to go for a night walk?” we would ask them, and even if they 
were already in their pajamas, we’d go around the block and hold hands and talk. 
 
Living in Yountville, our night walks have taken on a different dimension. We live just a few 
houses away from vineyards, and so our night walk takes us down a country laneway with no 
streetlights and no civilization. Just us, and the vineyards. And when you look up, a sky full of 
stars that stretches from one end of the Napa Valley to the other. It’s glorious. And we 
sometimes lie down in the middle of the road just so we can gaze at the glorious sight… 
 
And this week, you maybe read in the news, there was a very special event in the world of 
astronomy. For the first time in 800 years, the so-called ‘Christmas Star’ has been visible in the 
night skies. Now it’s not actually a star – it’s two planets, Jupiter and Saturn, passing each other 
so close that they look like they are one shiny star. And apparently, you’ll be able to see this 
phenomenon for another week or so. You just need to look southwestern sky about an hour 
after sunset and the ‘Christmas star’ should be bright enough to see with the naked eye. 
 
There is something glorious about looking into the night sky, and we know that the original 
Christmas star was a phenomenon that led the wise men to find Jesus. But we’re going to take 
a step back to the night of Jesus’ birth when another phenomenon took place in the skies, 
something even more glorious than the stars and the planets.  
 
So why don’t we pray and then we’ll see what it was that was so glorious the very first 
Christmas. 
 
Our heavenly Father, as we finally arrive at Christmas, as we celebrate the birth of your Son, 
help us to see the glory that surrounded this baby boy, and help us to bring him praise and 
honor today, and every day. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
 
Well for the last three weeks we’ve been reading the story of the first Christmas, and it’s all 
been leading up to this moment. If you missed any of the episodes, you can go back later and 
catch up. But where we finished last Sunday, there were great expectations surrounding the 
birth of Jesus. It would be the culmination of hundreds of years of longing and waiting and 
hoping for the words of the prophets to be fulfilled, and for God’s promises to be realized. 
God’s people were waiting for the birth of their King! 
 
But Jesus’ birth doesn’t receive the royal reception we’d expect. The story we all know so well – 
Mary and Joseph travelling to Bethlehem for the census, there being no room at the inn – it’s a 
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story that reminds us of how inglorious Jesus’ birth really was. Mary and Joseph weren’t 
welcome in ‘polite society’ because of her pregnancy outside of marriage. You can maybe 
imagine the quiet whispers, the not-so-subtle looks, the innkeeper pointing them to the barn… 
So Mary gives birth in a stable, and the tiny prince is placed in a feed trough. Jesus’ birth is so 
far from what we’d expect for the birth of a king. (But maybe that’s the point!)  
 
Because in the next scene in Luke’s gospel, we are taken out into the fields nearby the place 
that Jesus was born. To a group of shepherds who were watching their flocks by night. A bit like 
Mary and Joseph, shepherds were also social outcasts, people that were treated as invisible in 
polite society. But it’s to these unimportant, invisible shepherds that God sends his messenger… 
 

9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. (Luke 2:9) 

 
These shepherds were used to sitting up in the dark. They were used to listening for wild 
animals that tried to attack their sheep. When King David was a shepherd boy, he had literally 
rescued his sheep from the jaws of lions and bears. Shepherds weren’t afraid of anything.  
 
But when this angel of the lord appeared, they were terrified. 
 
Because verse 9 says that the glory of the Lord shone around them. The shepherds know that 
they are in the presence of God – that’s what the glory of the Lord means. Just like God’s glory 
would fill the tent of meeting or the temple, God’s presence now surrounds his messenger 
angel as he speaks to the shepherds… 
 

10 the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great 
joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is 
the Messiah, the Lord.  

  
The angel brings good news. In the ancient world, bringing ‘good news’ meant the 
announcement of a new king or a new emperor. The government would send messengers all 
throughout the territories telling everybody the good news. 
 
And so this is the official press release. The word from the palace. The King himself is making 
this announcement, through his messenger.  
 
And God bestows three royal titles upon Jesus: Savior, Messiah and Lord. 
 
Each of these titles would have different meanings to the people listening… 
 
Savior? God’s people needed saving from the occupying Roman forces. A Savior would liberate 
them politically, where they had previously been unsuccessful.  
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Messiah was a title that had grown to prominence in the 200 years before Jesus’ birth. Messiah 
means ‘anointed’ in Hebrew, and it was the title given to God’s chosen kings in OT times. But 
Messiah was also the title for the king that God’s people were expecting, the one the prophets 
spoke about. Others had claimed the title of messiah, but they had all been squashed by 
occupying powers. Would Jesus end up the same? 
 
Lord is a common title for any authority figure, like Sir or Master. But it was also the title of the 
Lord himself. 
 
Lots of people read the story of Jesus’ life and death and assign their own title to him. 
 
But Luke’s gospel doesn’t ask us to make our own assessment of who Jesus is. Luke will go on to 
tell us explicitly how Jesus fulfils each of those titles, in the way that God means for us to 
understand. But that would give away the end of the story, and it’s a story worth hearing.  
 
But for now, what the angel says to the shepherds is that God has given them a sign to help 
them understand where the story is going… 
 

12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 
manger.” 

 
At Christmas we’re always looking for signs. For example, you look for signs to know what is 
under the wrapping paper of the present with your name on it. Is it big? Is it small? Is it heavy? 
Does it make noise when you shake it? The signs help us know what to expect. 
 
When we want to know what to expect from Jesus, God tells us to go look in the manger. What 
sort of a savior is he? Not a savior with a sword, but one who comes in weakness. What sort of 
messiah? Not a king with a crown of jewels, but eventually a crown of thorns. What sort of 
lord? Not the kind who lords it over others, rather one who understands what it is to be 
despised and downtrodden.  
 
In the baby in the manger, we see a hint of what Jesus’ life will be like, and what we can expect 
from him. 
 
(BTW If you don’t know the rest of the story, we’d love to share that with you in one of our 
courses about the life of Jesus. We’ll be starting a course in the new year and we’d love to have 
you!)  
 
But come back to the story of Jesus’ birth. There is something inglorious about this birth when 
we look at it from a human perspective. Something weak, and powerless, and insignificant by 
human standards. 
 
But by God’s standards, the birth of Jesus is something of unparalleled glory. Because in that 
tiny baby, all the glory of God – his majestic presence, his radiant goodness, his loving mercy, 
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his righteousness, his divine character – all the glory of God is wrapped up in that little baby in 
the manger.  
 
And unlike Old Testament times, where God’s glory would come and go from God’s people, 
when Jesus is born,  God’s glory comes to dwell among humans permanently. 
 
John says it like this:  
 

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the 
glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 
1:14) 

 
Christmas is all about God making his home among us. It’s about God’s glorious presence in our 
lives, about God entering into our world to deal with everything that is inglorious about us. And 
it’s about God inviting us into a glorious future with him, inviting us home through faith in Jesus 
Christ, to enjoy eternal life with him in the new heavens and the new earth where God dwells 
with his people forever and ever. 
 
That’s really what it means to be home for Christmas.  
 
Jesus reveals God’s glorious plan of salvation so that we can find our forever home. This is good 
news that will cause great joy for all people who recognize the significance of the baby in the 
manger. 
 
It’s a glorious plan. Jesus is a glorious savior. And he invites us into a glorious future… 
 
The Christmas story ends with the night sky filled with angels, a great company of the heavenly 
host, an army of angels all proclaiming the heart of the Christmas message: 
 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” (Luke 2:14) 

 
I pray that this Christmas, you know the peace of God as you bring him glory and praise, and as 
you bring glory and praise to the baby in the manger.  
 
Shall we do that now? 
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Further Prayers: Lisa Fillips 
 
Heavenly Father, We come to you this morning, at this joyous time of year when we stop to 
remember that Jesus came down to earth to walk among us, and to reveal His great kindness 
and love for us. When He came to show us His Way of loving others.  
 
Father, help us to be still enough this season to hear Your voice and to respond like Mary. To 
bow our hearts in thankfulness for Your great love and to tell of Your greatness throughout the 
earth.  
 
Perhaps one of the beautiful things we have learned this year is the value of stillness, of quiet, 
of slowing down. The value of family, friends, and those all around us. May we take time this 
season to be still and know that You are God.  
 
We are grateful that You know our concerns and our desires for the New Year. We are grateful 
that You sit strong and mighty on Your Throne. Holy Father, In this new year may we be like 
lights on a hill, reflecting Your great love to the world. Help us O Lord, to bring Your peace and 
joy to all those around us.  
 
We love you and are so thankful You came to earth to show us Your Way! We look forward to 
our Eternal Heavenly Home with You! Merry Christmas! Peace on earth good will to men! 
  
 


