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Good Morning!   

For our message this morning, I thought that I would start by asking how many of you remember the very popular electronic pop hit, from the early 
1990’s, that was called “The Power”?  The tune had catchy lyrics, with a very popular line which went something like this: “I’ve got the power!”   

As we review the two scriptural stories, you’ll see why this tune came to mind.  These two stories, however, are markedly different stories about 
what an individual in power actually does with the power he/she has. 

Let us pray: May the words of my mouth, the meditation of our hearts, and the actions of our lives, be acceptable to you O Lord, our 
strength and Redeemer. Amen 

The first story is one that is well known to Bible readers; it is the story of David and Bathsheba.  David uses, in fact, more precisely, ‘abuses’ his 
power to get what he wants.  He succumbs to his feelings, has an inappropriate relationship with another man’s wife, and then tries to pass off the 
child of this illicit union as that of her husband, Uriah.  So, not only has David abused his power, he also tries to shirk his responsibility for his 
behaviour.   

When David’s attempts fail, he plans to have Uriah killed by sending Uriah to the front lines of an ongoing war.    

David, as King, is meant to show and live out his righteousness, which is a part of his role as King of Israel.  Instead, David manipulates his position 
of power to get what he wants.   

How do you reconcile David’s actions with the fact that he was also a man of great faith, courage and love?  Keep this question in the back of your 
mind as we go on to the second story. 

The New Testament story is the familiar story of Jesus feeding the multitude and then walking on water, as he calms a storm.  Jesus’ use of his 
power is accomplished without a lot of spectacle.  When Jesus sees that the multitude are in need of a meal, he turns to his disciples for answers, 
inviting them to share in creating an appropriate response to the needs of the hungry crowd.  With limited resources of a few loaves and fish, Jesus 
feeds everyone and there is food left over.  Later, Jesus calms the fears of his disciples, as well as the strong winds, with these simple words: ”Don’t 
be afraid.  It is I”.  Jesus used his power to offer comfort.   

Of course the consequence for the disciples of being out in the storm could have been quite different.   If the boat had sunk, the people would have 
drowned.  With the power of God’s grace, however, Jesus chose to save them.  

So, what is ‘power’?   

In ordinary terms, ‘power’ is very often defined as the ability to influence others – how they think, how they behave.  This power can be met with 
or without resistance, and this can be based on whether or not there is trust. 

Power’ is also regarded as ‘authority’, that is, when the person wielding power is perceived as legitimate by the society in which he/she lives.   

King David had power or authority because of his position.  There was trust in this relationship of power and this trust was based, in part, on King 
David’s triumph over the more physically powerful Goliath.  David’s ability to use reason and logic to defeat Goliath was the basis of the trust 
placed in him when he became King.  As King, David violated this trust by his misuse of his power or authority to do something unjust.   

In the story of Jesus feeding the multitude and then calming the sea, Jesus’ power came from his influence over others, as he had no official role as 
a King.  He was seen by others as having spiritual power that was manifested through his actions in helping others.  The disciples’ and the crowds’ 
trust in him, as a leader, increased with the stories of his healing of others, his preaching of the good news, and his relationships with them.  
Through his example, Jesus showed the disciples how power could be used justly, to help others. 

What does the Bible say about justice?   

 

Isaiah 61:8 reminds us that Justice is the basis of power - “For I, the LORD, love justice; I hate robbery and iniquity. In my faithfulness I will reward 
them and make an everlasting covenant with them.”  

Those who are just are inheritors of God’s covenant with man.  In other words, as Micah states in Micah 6:8 - He has shown you, O mortal, what is 
good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 
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The contrasting approaches to the use of power remind me of comments made during the 2008 US Presidential Campaign by the political strategist 
and Vice Chair of the Democratic National Committee, Donna Brazile.   

During that campaign, numerous references were made to then Senator Obama’s limited political experience.   The facts were that he had been a 
community organizer. However, he had no experience in high office - for example, as a Governor.  This projected an impression, in the eyes of 
some, that he would be an inappropriate candidate for President of the United States.   

Tired of such comments, Brazile noted quite simply:   ‘Jesus was a community organizer; Pontius Pilate was a governor.  And perhaps they [the 
critics] should understand the role of a community organizer is to help people in distress.’ 

Like King David, Pontius Pilate, a Governor, held stewardship over a community of people, and was also in an obvious position of power and 
influence.  In the weeks and days leading up the Crucifixion, Pilot heard a lot about Jesus.  In his position as Governor, he had a decision to make:  
crucify Jesus or set him free?   Pilot chose the easy way out of exercising his power. He washed his hands of the situation, listened to the 
Sanhedrin’s, as well as the crowd’s calls for Jesus to be crucified. 

The contemporary story of then Senator Obama, on the other hand, here was someone in a position of stewardship among communities of ex-steel 
workers, who - early in his work career, chose to use his education and interest in civil rights to mobilize and develop communities affected by job 
loss.   Obama could have used education solely for advancing himself, at the expense of others; instead, he chose to use his position of stewardship 
to mobilize others to help themselves.   

Basically – not everyone in an obvious position of power makes the right decisions.  Often it is the person quietly working away at an issue who has 
the power to make a difference. 

The stories outlined above, stories both ancient and contemporary, are only a few of many examples in human history that illustrate how power 
can be used for either good or evil.  

Sometimes we start out with the premise of using our power to do good and yet end up with unintended outcomes. 

The United Church is no stranger to this paradox.  The Church’s role in the establishment and operation of Residential Schools across the country is 
well documented.  The Church, in its wisdom at the time, thought that, as an institution, it was doing good by taking First Nations children from 
their parents and communities in order to educate them in the Western way of life, and in order to have them assimilate into the culture and 
norms of the predominant, White, Anglo-Saxon, Canadian community.  As well, as if the systematic negation of rich First Nations culture, language 
and heritage was not traumatic enough, there was also physical, mental and sexual abuse of many children who attended these schools.  Poor and 
misguided actions were hidden within the intent to do good. 

As food for thought in the above example, we are also exposed to the concept of possessing a power that we don’t know we have.  In the 
Residential Schools there were also many good teachers who worked in the schools, doing fine work and helping many of the students.  These 
teachers, however, did not realize that they were participating, powerfully, in a system that was using its power for ill and not for good. 

The United Church has done much to ‘right’ the above injustice, including making a formal apology for its participation in the atrocities of the 
Residential Schools.  The formal apology does not erase what has happened, does not lessen the pain for victims of the abuse, nor does it erase the 
traumatic memories of the abused.  The apology shows an acknowledgement of responsibility for the Church’s role in this dark period of our 
history.  

As individuals, we too hold responsibility for our actions and whether we want to use our power to do harm or to do good for others.  

A case very much in the news recently is the case of the former Assistant Coach in Penn State’s Football Program.  This coach took advantage of his 
influence and position of power, and the love of a sport by young adult males, and abused many of these young players for well over a decade.   

What a breach of trust from an individual!  To not only physically abuse these players, but to also take their love of an activity and tarnish this love 
with profound, hedonistic greed and selfishness. 

What made this breach of trust even more dramatic is the number of other individuals who knew the facts, but chose to cover it up because the 
football program was seen as ‘too big to fail and too big to challenge’.   

What made those involved think that their actions were appropriate and what made them keep silent?  
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As we have found out, the price of silence was $60M in gross profits from one year’s earnings from the Football Program.  It was allegedly the 
motivator for the systemic abuse of power and influence at Penn State.  The NCAA’s extensive sanction goes some way towards addressing this 
shocking abuse of power.  These penalties include a financial penalty of $60M to be directed towards charities and services benefiting the victims 
of sexual abuse, and restrictions on Penn State’s opportunities to profit financially from the football program in the next few years. 

These reparations do not erase the abusive activities of individuals, nor does it erase a system that supported these abusive activities. The 
sanctions, however, send a clear message that no individual or system is ‘too big to fail nor too big to challenge’. 

In this past week we have been focussed on the case of James Holmes in Aurora, Colorado, who - in a matter of minutes - systematically moved 
through a movie theatre and killed 12 people, injured dozens more, and who has changed the lives of many hundreds, for years to come.   What 
makes a young man with the academic gifts to be enrolled in post-graduate studies in neuro-science, and who was possibly going to enter the 
medical profession, do something like this?  We will no doubt hear more details over the next few months about his motives.   

Let us instead imagine what James Holmes might have done with the power of his academic success and the power at his fingertips, if he had 
graduated and worked to find answers to medical problems and/or to heal individuals who were critically ill.   

He might have gone on to medical school, specialized in research in neuro-science , say, for example, research in Alzheimer’s Disease, and his 
research might have offered further insight into this troubling disease that profoundly affects the lives of both patients and patients’ families. 

He might have shared his knowledge through teaching students who, like himself, were bright, academically gifted, and who, aware of their 
privilege, sought to give back to their communities by making service contributions in healthcare.   

He might have written academic papers that would help inform his colleagues of research issues pertinent to their own work, and which would also 
provide insight to medical students. 

There is so much that he could have given to the world, if only he had not misused his power and broken the trust that was placed in him with the 
gift of his academic skills.  

Did he place his trust in the LORD?   

And, Psalm 37:5-6 confirms that we should: Give yourself to the Lord; trust in him and he will help you. He will make your righteousness shine like 
the noonday sun. 

For each of these high profile cases of misuse of power, injustices committed against others, and breach of trust, we also have many other cases in 
the world of people who use their influence and power to do good.   

An example would be the story of Craig Keilburger, who, at the age of 12, saw the injustice of child labour and decided to do something about this.  
Today, he has established a world-wide organization – Free the Children – (http://www.freethechildren.com/aboutus/history/) which is making a 
significant impact on that issue through bringing attention to it and assisting in effecting change. 

There are individuals who, like our own Cindy Kornick, use their skills and experience to provide medical services in disadvantaged communities 
abroad as well as in their own local communities.   

As you have seen from the above examples, we all have power and we use it in different ways. 

While we are not all called to use our power to effect change on a grand scale we should all consider, however, how we can use our individual 
power to do good, in whatever way we can, to effect change within our sphere of influence.  

We all have special, God-given talents and the choice to use those talents wisely and justly, trusting in the guiding power of our Lord always.   

Why not use our skills - our power, to positively effect change: 

 Directly with individuals we know in our personal and work lives 

 In our church community 

 In our local community 

Our sources of influence and power for using the power we have wisely comes from our: 

http://www.freethechildren.com/aboutus/history/
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- Ethics 
- Moral compass, and we must add to that: 
- God’s power and love 

In Ephesians 3:14-21 Paul reminds us that God’s power accomplishes more than we can ask or imagine, and he offers us this prayer: 

I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will give you mighty inner strength through his Holy Spirit.  
And I pray that Christ will be more and more at home in your hearts as you trust in him. 
May your roots go down deep into the soil of God’s marvelous love.  
And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love really is.  
May you experience the love of Christ, though it is so great you will never fully understand it. Then you will be filled with the fullness of life 
and power that comes from God. 
Now glory be to God! By his mighty power at work within us, he is able to accomplish infinitely more than we ever dare to ask or hope.  

 

Closing 

Let us be guided by Paul’s prayer of spiritual empowerment, and realize that when we’ve “…got the power” rooted in God’s love, we can do 
amazing and good things. 


