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May the Blessings of the Birth of 

the Messiah be with one and all. 
 

Services for Christmas Eve & 

 Christmas Day 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

*Thursday, Christmas Eve (Dec 24) 

7pm – Livestream Service 

The blessing of the manger, the story of the birth of 

Jesus, a reflection & Carols, all by Candlelight 
 

*Friday, Christmas Day (Dec 25) 

11am – Livestream Service 
with prayers, readings, carols, and a reflection on 

this our wonderful celebration 
 

Please share this information and 

invite family & friends to join us. 
 

The livestream services will be on our 

Facebook page: 
 

https://www.facebook.com/sainthelensurrey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas – A Day Like No Other, Again 

When we consider this ‘day like no other’, there is 

an exciting anticipation of the wonder of it all.  As 

people gather with family, friends and colleagues 

for dinners, parties, and celebrations over quite an 

extended time frame, two or three weeks, and even 

longer.  It is quite the merry-go-round of fun and 

laughter.  Most everyone looks to Christmas with 

joy even if it might be peppered with just a bit of 

worry that we won’t be ready. 

This Advent, Jos and I have been getting ready to 

make a move.  Like many people, we have both 

lived in quite a number of places over our lives.  For 

me it has been over 25, in fact.  Several of these 

moves were made within a few days of Christmas 

or during Christmas week.  At the best of times, 

Christmas can turn your world upside down but 

when you are also making a move, it is doubly so. 

And now, this Christmas, everyone’s plans and 

expectations have been turned upside down and 

changed dramatically.  The pandemic has stopped 

us all in our tracks in how we will celebrate.  Our 

gatherings will not be able to go on as usual.  There 

are many disappointed people who look forward to 

coming home or going home.  We really do need 

these special times together to remember who we 

are, where we come from and be with those who are 

important to us.  We will talk on the phone, and 

Facetime, and meet by Zoom this year and I hope it 

changes our world in how we reflect and consider 

our relationships with the people around us and the 

world we live in.   

https://www.facebook.com/sainthelensurrey


This year then, along with everything else, for Jos 

and me, our world has changed.  It’s back to Surrey 

from White Rock and as I write, we have just 

finished our move and are unpacking.  We will try 

to settle into our new home as best as we can before 

Christmas Day.  It was no great distance, but as I 

said there has been a lot of preparation to get 

ourselves ready.  It has been like having two Advent 

seasons of getting ready in parallel.  So this 

Christmas, we won’t have a tree but we will have 

our stable, animals and Holy Family and we will 

say it really is a day like no other. 

Whether we are in the midst of changes in life, 

Christmas is that kind of time like no other for all of 

us.  On that day so long ago, a child came into the 

world to transform the world.  To bring light to 

illuminate and scatter the darkness, to lift the 

broken hearted and the oppressed, to set the 

prisoners free, to bring healing to those who are ill 

and wounded in so many ways.   

Every year, for a few days the world does seem to 

be transformed as we celebrate.  There is joy and 

goodwill amongst us. For others though, Christmas 

is a time that reminds them of their worries and 

fears, their loneliness and losses and aspects of their 

life they would rather not think about.  For them, it 

is a time of retreat into themselves and a time of 

feeling separated from the rest of the community.  

This is the reality with which some people live 

every day but at Christmas, it feels much bigger and 

overwhelming.  The message of Christmas, the 

message of hope, peace, joy, and love that comes 

with the birth of the Messiah still seems far away 

and out of reach for them.  Perhaps this year we are 

experiencing what others feel on many days and 

more particularly during the Christmas season. 

Right now, it is a challenge for us to reach out and 

draw others into our circles and celebrations.  But it 

can be a time for us to reflect on how, when this 

pandemic is over, we might put ourselves into the 

lives of others who need to feel the warmth of 

acceptance and friendship from people who are 

willing to reach out all year long to bring good news 

and friendship into the lives of those who are in 

need. 

This Christmas gives us the opportunity to 

experience a permanent transformation to what we 

understand Christmas to be, that it is not a day, or a 

week, but a life changing and world changing event 

of spectacular light to share with the hearts of 

everyone all year round.  It is a difficult undertaking 

to do this everyday.  Perhaps that’s why we run out 

of steam not long after Christmas.  This year let’s 

encourage one another to reach out in some way 

with light and love to people around us all year 

long.  This is one of those moments in the life of the 

world that transformation can be brought into the 

lives of many communities and neighbourhoods. 

Let’s welcome that change so that there may truly 

be peace on earth and joy amongst us which is so 

pleasing to God.  Let this Christmas Day be one like 

no other. 

With hope, peace, love, and joy for everyone, 

Your priest and rector, Steve 

 

A Christmas Potpourri from the Wardens 
We know 

that all our 

parishioners 

are feeling 

the loss of 

not being 

able to meet 

together.  

There has 

been such a huge change in our lifestyles, in our 

routines, and now, especially at Christmas, not 

being able to be together on Christmas Eve is just 

unimaginable, but it is reality.  You can well 

imagine how much of a challenge it is for our 

Rector, for our Treasurer, and yes, even for the 

Wardens.   



Our Rector is responsible for continuing to bring 

meaningful worship services, where there is little 

feedback because there is no face-to-face 

connection and doing it with only minimal help.  

Trying to continue visiting our shut-ins, in 

whichever way is best for them, making those calls, 

checking in and keeping connected.  Offering the 

opportunity to pray and have conversations on-line, 

and making every effort to come up with "how" to 

do these things and make them meaningful for us,  

takes time, thought and prayer for it all to be 

prepared.  Although we know that our Parish comes 

first, he has other duties to the Diocese as the 

Regional Dean.  All priests are concerned about all 

our Parishes as they watch over the welfare of each 

other - and so your Wardens ask you to remember 

to pray for our Rector.   

Pray too, for our Treasurer, Mareen Mathew, who 

not only works full time at her regular job, she has 

pretty much full time volunteer work for the parish 

as well.  You can make her job easier by using e-

transfer or direct deposit - we have always had 

Treasurers who worry about paying our bills - and 

our bills continue even when we are not physically 

using our space, so pray for our Treasurer as we 

will pray that you are able to help your Church.    

A Warden of the Church always has something on 

the plate, and right now we have quite a bit, but 

nothing that cannot be dealt with as long as we, and 

your Rector, and your Treasurer have your support 

and your prayers. So thank you for your prayers. 

Thank you as well to all who continue to give of 

their time and talents, to those who are cleaning, to 

the ACW members who continue to put together the 

bales for the North, to the those who offer 

assistance at the on-line services and most 

especially to our Rectory tenant Zoltan for his help 

in getting us on-line most Sundays and for being 

our cameraman.  Special thanks to Matthew, who 

has been there for us every Sunday on the organ and 

piano. I know that everyone will say that it warms 

the heart when we hear the organ and Matthew's 

music.  So, this Christmas, this very different 

Christmas, perhaps there are some positives, there is 

an enhanced difference in the gratefulness we feel 

that our parish is ‘well’, that we have a Rector who 

is both Shepherd and Friend, that we have a Church 

family that wants only the best for each and 

everyone of us so 

we can experience 

Hope, Joy, Peace 

and love; that we 

can Rejoice, for 

Christmas comes, 

Christ comes and 

He is in this!   

Blessing and Love 

to all,  

Lynn and Roy. 

 

 

 

 

A Virtual Christmas Offering Envelope 
This year the 

Christmas 

offering 

envelopes are 

coming to you 

in a virtual way 

– the image of an envelope.  Your financial 

donations and contribution this Christmas is more 

important than any other year.  We hope that you 

are able to make a special Christmas offering to St. 

Helen’s over the next week. 

Perhaps the best, and most convenient way to make 

your offering is through an Interac-etransfer.  This 

goes directly to the St. Helen’s Church account at 

Vancity Credit Union.  The church receives an 

email saying the deposit has been made and we are 

able to record the donation for the purposes of a 

charitable receipt.  The email address to use for the 

etransfer is:  giving2sthelen@gmail.com 
 

If you prefer, you can also put your donation in the 

mail or drop it through the letter box in the door of 

the lower hall.  Please make cheques out to ‘St. 

Helen’s Anglican Church’.  

There is someone at the office every day at various 

times.  There is no need to worry that your donation 

would go astray.   

The postal address along with other contact details 

can be found at the end of this newsletter. 

We look forward to your generosity. 

Blessings for Christmas, 

Mareen Mathew, Parish Treasurer 

mailto:giving2sthelen@gmail.com


Opportunities for Prayer  

and Conversation 
 

Morning Prayer on St. Helen’s Facebook 

Livestream – Please do join us for Morning Prayer 

weekdays Tuesday to Friday each week.  This is an 

opportunity to start the day in prayer (or pause if 

you started the day early) to listen to God’s Word 

and pray for the needs of the world, our 

communities ourselves as we think about the day, 

what we are called to do and asking God to walk 

with us on our daily journey.   
 

The Wednesday Conversation – This conversation 

takes place online in a Zoom meeting style.  We are 

all missing seeing one another each week so this 

gives a change to spend an hour together.  It starts 

shortly after the morning prayer livestream so 

begins around 10:15am and lasts about an hour.  

Everyone gets a chance to get in on the 

conversation.  We begin with catching up with one 

another and hearing what is happening around us in 

a coffee hour kind of way. There is news about the 

church and how we are continuing our life. 

We also take a few minutes to look at the Gospel 

reading for the next Sunday.  This is an opportunity 

to give the rector input into what we hear being said 

as he prepares for the Sunday service.  Please do 

join us.  The parish email blast comes out late on 

Saturday afternoon or in the early evening.  There 

you will find the link for the zoom meeting.  All 

you would need to do on the Wednesday morning is 

click on that link and it should set you up in zoom.  

When our Rector, Steve, sees you in the virtual 

waiting room, he will let you in.   

 

Parish Contacts 

Street Address:  

10787 - 128th Street, Surrey, BC V3T 3A2 

Parish Office phone: 604-581-4800  

     (please leave a message) 

Rector: The Rev. Stephen Laskey 

Rector’s Email:  stevelaskey@outlook.com  

Rector’s Mobile: 604-219-2731  

Wardens: Lynn Turner, Roy Francis 

    (contact through the office phone or email)  

Parish Office email: churchoffice@shawbiz.ca 
 

 

 

Please remember there is more information and 

updates on our parish website: 
 

www.sthelensurrey.ca 
 

and our parish Facebook Page:   

www.facebook.com/sainthelensurrey 

 

Blessings to you and your family 

as we enter the Christmas Season 

http://www.facebook.com/sainthelensurrey

