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I love the way many of the old testament stories show people as they are, warts and all.    
And how God meets them in the midst of their very real, less than perfect lives.   
As such it gives me hope in the midst of my living, knowing my warts and all.   
Throughout our series on discipleship we have often turned to the new testament, but all 
scripture is helpful to as in learning how to live in response to God.   
So today we turn to the Old Testament to a story of Jacob.   
The name Jacob, means “the deceiver” or trickster, gives us a clue as to what might be in this 
story.  
Not exactly what we think of as a model for discipleship.   
But this story is found in scripture, told and passed on by people of God as meaningful,  
so we can trust there is something in it that will help us as we seek to know God  
and live according to God’s ways, as disciples.   
Jacob was the grandson of Abraham, son of Isaac and his wife Rebekah 
Jacob and his twin Esau were seen as gifts of God, born after years of waiting. 
According to the custom of the time, even in the case of twins the eldest got the birthright. 
(and was destined to be head of the family, and inherited double the portion of others  
Esau was born first, so the birthright was his, he was his father’s favourite, he became a hunter 
From birth if not before there was a rivalry between the twins, that involved the whole family 
Jacob, the younger, was his mother’s favourite, stayed closer to home and tended sheep 
It was mother and Jacob pitted against father and Esau.   
Jacob connived and finally with a pot of stew,  
was successful in taking Esau’s “birth right” for himself 
This meant that Jacob would receive twice as much as Esau and become head of the extended 
family. 
The rivalry continued, Jacob and his mother deceived Isaac as he lay near death 
So Jacob received Isaac’s final blessing which was intended for Esau 
Once such a blessing was spoken, it was considered a “done deal”, so irrevocable.  
This was the breaking point for Esau, his anger for his brother became full blown hatred,  
And Esau resolved that once his father died, he would kill Jacob  
Rebekah heard of Esau’s plan, and had Isaac send Jacob far away beyond the reach of his 
brother,  
The cover story was Jacob was sent back to the homeland to find a wife from family 
Rather than marry a Canaanite women as Esau had, the rivalry continued.   
The story we read today takes place on Jacob’s journey, a reverse of Abram’s journey from 
Haran 
It was usual when traveling to ask for hospitality from people in cities and towns 
But Jacob stayed away from civilization, presumably to keep from being found by his brother.   
After the sun set the first night, Jacob stopped for the night,  
Having left in haste, he had few provisions, and used a rock as a pillow   
There he lay under the great desert night sky 
In scripture, this is a clue, something is about to happen.   
people in the wilderness, open to the night sky, are seen to be open to God.  
So it was that Jacob had a dream, but it was more than a dream.   
It was of a “ladder” or staircase and angels going up and down.  



Jacob saw in this that heaven and earth are not two separated, independent worlds, but linked, 
And God spoke to Jacob,  
In Jacob’s time, gods were thought to be bound by the countries where they were worshiped.   
God’s message to Jacob was that God was not bound by human boundaries,  
God was in the promised land, would also be with and be able to protect Jacob everywhere he 
went 
God promised that Jacob would live to have a large important family,  
But also that he and his family would safely return to live in the promised land.   
If you remember, this is the same promise God gave Abram, as was the next promise  
that all families on earth would be blessed through Jacob and family. 
To me this is amazing….that surprisingly God sought out the deceiving brother to reassure him 
Of God’s presence with him, moreover he was to inherit the promises given to Abram  
Knowing what we know about Jacob,  
Jacob has done nothing to deserve God’s covenant promise.   
this is completely God’s initiative, God’s grace.  
Jacob awoke and realized that God was with him in that place 
And because God is holy, and God was in that place, that the place was holy.   
Jacob immediately responded by building an altar to God and naming the place “house of God”  
He had yet to experience and trust that God would be with him always. 
I would like to tell you that Jacob was forever changed by this encounter, but that is not so,  
His name remained trickster, and he continued his deceiving ways in Haran,  
It was not until much later that he became “Israel” or “The one who struggles with God”.   
But even though Jacob was not faithful, God was faithful, keeping his promise “I will be with 
you” 
As Israel later heard this story Jacob, they recognized the promise that God made to Jacob was 
for them 
And God was with the Israelites as they recognized time and time again.   
With them in Egypt and as Moses led them out of Egypt 
God was with them as they crossed the river into the promised land,  
Later when Jerusalem was being threatened, they trusted God’s promise that a young woman 
was with child and will bear a son, and he was to be called “God with us” Immanuel 
Imagine the exiles in Babylon hearing this story, with the reminder God would be with them  
To the Israelites under Roman oppression as they heard the stories of Jesus birth.   
God is with us, as Jesus said, even to the end of the age…. 
Today we also inherit the promise God is with us, where we are, as we are. 
Truth about God: God keeps God’s promise to be with us. 
God is with us, not because of anything we have done, but through God’s grace,  
Truth about us is we go through our lives, making messes, thinking we are on our own,  
God is still with us and one day our eyes are opened to recognize signs of God’s presence  
 and it becomes obvious that heaven and earth as not separate as we had thought, but joined.  
Obvious that God loves us and reaches out to us, through Christ we are not separated from God,  
It may not happen all at once, but we find ourselves learning a new way of living, and acting,  
In response to God’s presence, we are becoming the person, the disciple we are meant to be 
However, like Jacob, too often even though we say we believe God is with us,  
We continue to live most of our lives as if God is not with us.  
Story 



How would your behaviour change in the workplace if you really believed God was with you? 
Hearing what you were saying?  Watching what you did?   
Would your buying habits change, if you really believed God was at the store with you?  
Would your language change if you truly recognized God with you as you played sports?  
Would your giving habits changed if you could see God’s face as the offering plate is passed?  
God is present with us, whether we realize it or not, just as God was present with Jacob 
By our faith, our actions, our hope, we become God’s light in the world, God’s blessing to all.  
Our task as disciples is to learn to recognize signs of God’s presence with us anywhere we are 
But also recognizing God’s place as Lord in all of our life and learning live our response 24 / 7  
In a survey taken in the Presbyterian Church in Canada, over 70% of respondents reported they 
had been called to teach Sunday School, extend pastoral care or to other ministries of the church.  
This is wonderful and should be celebrated,  
But not one of the over 200 respondents felt they were called to do what they do in the 
workplace, only one considered he was called to do what he did in the community.  As disciples 
this should concern us.   
Do we see our discipleship only as revolving around the church, or wherever we are?   
But God calls us to recognize God is present with us and to respond with all our living 
So that by our actions, others are blessed by the knowledge God is present,  
As disciples we are to act and speak, to live in ways that point to God’s presence in the places we 
are,  
So that in the church and your home, in the community and in the workplace, in places you play,  
Others will come to say “Surely God is in this place and I didn’t know it”.  
 
Amen  


