
[1]!
A Matter of the Heart!

Matthew 5:17-20!
February 16th, 2014, Jeff Germo!!

How many of you have ever sent an email that was misunderstood? You tried really hard to communicate clearly, but the 
message was receive in a completely different way than you meant it. Or maybe you were on the other side of the 
communication and you misunderstood an email that was sent you and then responded with what you thought was the 
intention of the sender only to find out that you totally missed the point. And now you have to backtrack and try and dig 
yourself out of a hole. It’s so easy to misunderstand the intention of emails isn’t it?!!
And even in verbal communication it is so easy to misunderstand each other because we listen through our own filters and 
assumptions. We have had certain experiences in our lives that have shaped how we see the world and so I can say the same 
thing from the pulpit here on a Sunday morning and have ten different people tell me eleven different perspectives about what 
the main point was. Jesus knew this propensity of ours to misunderstand, and so he begins this section in this way:!

[2]!
Matthew 5:17–20 (NLT)!!
17 “Don’t misunderstand why I have come. !!
Most other translations say, “Do not think that I have come to…”!!
Most of us have selective hearing. Ruth will sometimes remind me of that. We hear what we want to hear. Like we said last 
week, we tend to extremes. If we hear a sermon on law and grace, some of us will hear law to the exclusion of grace, and 
others will hear grace and will not hear law. The fact is that both are important sides of the same coin. There is a healthy 
tension between law and grace. And we have a difficult time reconciling the two so we tend to follow the path of least 
resistance and end up on either end of the continuum. !

[3]!
I was with a friend some time ago that I hadn’t seen for several years and he asked me, “Are you more grace guy or law guy? 
Which is more important?” I told him that I couldn’t answer that because it’s not an either or thing. They are two sides of the 
same coin. You cannot have one without the other. !!
The sovereignty of God and human responsibility is another tension that we have difficulty reconciling. It doesn’t make 
sense to us that God can be one hundred percent sovereign but also give us free choice. We say, “How is that humanly 
possible?” Well, it’s not humanly possible, of course, so we follow the path of least resistance and “choose” either the 
sovereignty of God, negating human responsibility, leaving us with a sort of Christian fatalism. !!
Or we end up on the other side and choose human responsibility to the detriment of God’s sovereignty and we are left with, 
perhaps, a deist type of theology that says God created the cosmos and then removed himself from it. He sort of wound it up 
and then let it go whichever way it would. And according to this view, he now chooses to be uninvolved. Both extremes are 
false and the truth is easily misunderstood.!!
I had someone come into my office last week and talk to me about John 6 where Jesus said, !

[4]!
John 6:29 (NLT)!!
29“This is the only work God wants from you: Believe in the one he has sent.”!!
Now, that’s interesting because last week we looked at Matthew 5:16 where Jesus said,!

[5]!
16…let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.!!
So, which is it? Is it doing or believing? We do not like that tension, do we? Some of us like John 6:29 because it sounds so 
easy. Just believe in Jesus and that is enough. We like that because it’s easy and clean. The problem comes with how we 
define “belief”. !

[6]!
Belief, in the biblical sense, does not simply refer to an intellectual knowledge. Nobody is saved because they intellectually 
believe the Christian creeds and doctrines. We’ll talk more about that in a minute, but first let’s take a look at the other end 
of the continuum.!!
Others feel safer on the side of doing. As long as they are doing good works they feel like God is happy with them. And they 
keep themselves so busy doing, wondering when will God be satisfied.!
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!
This is a tension that we see all through the New Testament between faith and works, belief and action. And we do not like the 
tension so we try to resolve it, which makes us end up on either side of the continuum and we are left with half a truth.!

[7]!
The full truth is that these two do not contradict each other. Belief in Jesus comes first, and out of that belief God produces 
works of righteousness, which, as we saw last week gives glory to God. True belief always leads to action. That’s what James 
said in James 2.!!
We are going to read a lot of Scripture this morning, which is going to leave me will little time for commentary, but I think the 
Scriptures will speak for themselves. Let them wash over you.!

[8]!
James 2:14–26 (NLT)!!
14 What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but don’t show it by your actions? Can that 
kind of faith save anyone? 15 Suppose you see a brother or sister who has no food or clothing, 16and you say, “Good-
bye and have a good day; stay warm and eat well”—but then you don’t give that person any food or clothing. What 
good does that do? !

[9]!
17 So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and useless. 18 Now someone 
may argue, “Some people have faith; others have good deeds.” But I say, “How can you show me your faith if you 
don’t have good deeds? I will show you my faith by my good deeds.” !

[10]!
19 You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God. Good for you! Even the demons believe this, and they 
tremble in terror. 20 How foolish! Can’t you see that faith without good deeds is useless? 21 Don’t you remember that 
our ancestor Abraham was shown to be right with God by his actions when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 
You see, his faith and his actions worked together. His actions made his faith complete. !

[11]!
23 And so it happened just as the Scriptures say: “Abraham believed God, and God counted him as righteous because 
of his faith.” He was even called the friend of God. 24 So you see, we are shown to be right with God by what we do, 
not by faith alone. 25 Rahab the prostitute is another example. She was shown to be right with God by her actions 
when she hid those messengers and sent them safely away by a different road. 26 Just as the body is dead without 
breath, so also faith is dead without good works.!

[12]!
As uncomfortable as it might be, we need to live in the tension between belief (faith) and works (deeds). It’s not an 
matter of either belief or works. It is both belief and works. But the works come out of true belief as we allow the Holy Spirit to 
do his work in us, because that is what the Gospel does.!!
Now, Jesus, in his ministry, would continually butt heads about these kinds of things with religious people. They felt threatened 
by his teaching. Religious people love rules. They feel safe with rules. Jesus was calling them to repentance, to a new way of 
thinking, and a new way of living. And thousands of people began eagerly following him. And because of that, he was a threat 
to a religious system that said, “As long as you do certain religious things you will be ok.” Or, “As long as you believe certain 
things you will be ok.” Jesus called them to something higher than what they were already doing and the religious people didn’t 
like that.!!

[13]!
Matthew 5:17–20 (NLT)!!
17 “Don’t misunderstand why I have come.!!
Jesus had just begun his ministry and he was teaching a whole bunch of things that could easily be taken the wrong way and 
people could easily misconstrue what he was saying and conclude that he was doing away with the Hebrew Scriptures.!

[14]!
I did not come to abolish the law of Moses or the writings of the prophets. [meaning the whole Old Testament] No, I 
came to accomplish their purpose. 18 I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not even the smallest detail 
of God’s law will disappear until its purpose is achieved. !

[15]!
19 So if you ignore the least commandment and teach others to do the same, you will be called the least in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. But anyone who obeys God’s laws and teaches them will be called great in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 20 “But I warn you—unless your righteousness is better than the righteousness of the teachers of religious 
law and the Pharisees, you will never enter the Kingdom of Heaven!!!
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These verses are the key to unlocking the meaning of the Sermon on the Mount, and even the whole New Testament. If you 
can get your head around this passage you will never read the Bible the same again. It is imperative that we understand what 
Jesus did and did not mean here. And I would challenge to re-read Romans, Galatians, Colossians and the whole New 
Testament after grappling with this passage. Things will begin to come clear like never before.!!
Now, Jesus said that he did not come to abolish the law. That is quite interesting because there are many of the laws that he 
did actually do away with, such as the kosher food laws. !

[16]!
Mark 7:14–19 (NLT)!!
14 Then Jesus called to the crowd to come and hear. “All of you listen,” he said, “and try to understand. 15 It’s not 
what goes into your body that defiles you; you are defiled by what comes from your heart.” 17 Then Jesus went into a 
house to get away from the crowd, and his disciples asked him what he meant by the parable he had just used. !

[17]!
18 “Don’t you understand either?” he asked. “Can’t you see that the food you put into your body cannot defile you? 19 
Food doesn’t go into your heart, but only passes through the stomach and then goes into the sewer.” (By saying this, 
he declared that every kind of food is acceptable in God’s eyes.)!!
That’s really curious because if you go back to Leviticus 11 God gives Moses a whole long list of what is acceptable to eat and 
what is not. How many bacon eaters do we have here this morning? How many of you are lobster lovers? Sorry! Unclean — 
according to Old Testament Levitical Law.!!
The Jews followed these kosher laws for almost 1500 years and now Jesus comes along and says, “Don’t worry about it. Eat 
whatever you want.” It sort of sounds to me like he just abolished those laws. And these aren’t the only ones he messed with. 
He disrupted the status quo of the religious tradition all through his ministry. That’s why so many of the religious leaders 
wanted to kill him. So, you gotta ask yourself, “What did Jesus mean when he said that he hadn’t come to abolish the law?” 
Jesus did not want people to misunderstand him. So, what did he mean?!!
In saying this Jesus is, in a sense, qualifying the rest of the Sermon on the Mount. “I did not come to abolish the law of 
Moses or the writings of the prophets. No, I came to accomplish their purpose.” In other, words, he is not softening 
obedience to God’s Word. He is actually intensifying it. He has set the bar much higher. He didn’t come to abolish the law. 
He actually satisfied it. !

[18]!
The Old Testament Law and its sacrificial system has once an for all been completed. The last thing Jesus said before dying 
on the cross was, “It is finished.”!

[19]!
Hebrews 10:1–18 (NLT)!!
1 The old system under the law of Moses was only a shadow, a dim preview of the good things to come, not the good 
things themselves. The sacrifices under that system were repeated again and again, year after year, but they were 
never able to provide perfect cleansing for those who came to worship.2 If they could have provided perfect 
cleansing, the sacrifices would have stopped, for the worshipers would have been purified once for all time, and their 
feelings of guilt would have disappeared. !

[20]!
3 But instead, those sacrifices actually reminded them of their sins year after year. 4 For it is not possible for the 
blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 5 That is why, when Christ came into the world, he said to God, “You did 
not want animal sacrifices or sin offerings. But you have given me a body to offer. 6 You were not pleased with burnt 
offerings or other offerings for sin. !

[21]!
7 Then I said, ‘Look, I have come to do your will, O God— as is written about me in the Scriptures.’ ” 8First, Christ 
said, “You did not want animal sacrifices or sin offerings or burnt offerings or other offerings for sin, nor were you 
pleased with them” (though they are required by the law of Moses). 9 Then he said, “Look, I have come to do your 
will.” He cancels the first covenant in order to put the second into effect. 10 For God’s will was for us to be made holy 
by the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ, once for all time. !

[22]!
11 Under the old covenant, the priest stands and ministers before the altar day after day, offering the same sacrifices 
again and again, which can never take away sins. 12 But our High Priest offered himself to God as a single sacrifice 
for sins, good for all time. Then he sat down in the place of honor at God’s right hand. 13 There he waits until his 
enemies are humbled and made a footstool under his feet. !

[23]!
14 For by that one offering he forever made perfect those who are being made holy. 15 And the Holy Spirit also testifies 
that this is so. For he says, 16 “This is the new covenant I will make with my people on that day, says the Lord: I will 
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put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds.” 17 Then he says, “I will never again remember their 
sins and lawless deeds.” 18 And when sins have been forgiven, there is no need to offer any more sacrifices.!!
This is key. Jesus said all of that is done. It’s a new day. The old has gone, the new has come.!!
And yet, it was God’s heart right from the beginning. Let’s take a quick look at some Old Testament scriptures from hundreds 
of years before Christ.!

[24]!
Ezekiel 11:19 (NLT)!!
19 And I will give them singleness of heart and put a new spirit within them. I will take away their stony, stubborn heart 
and give them a tender, responsive heart,!

[25]!
Ezekiel 36:26–27 (NLT)!!
26 And I will give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in you. I will take out your stony, stubborn heart and give 
you a tender, responsive heart. 27 And I will put my Spirit in you so that you will follow my decrees and be careful to 
obey my regulations.!

[26]!
Jeremiah 31:33 (NLT)!!
33 “But this is the new covenant I will make with the people of Israel on that day,” says the Lord. “I will put my 
instructions deep within them, and I will write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.!

[27]!
Isaiah 29:13 (NLT)!!
13 And so the Lord says, “These people say they are mine. They honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from 
me. And their worship of me is nothing but man-made rules learned by rote.!

[28]!
Psalm 51:16–17 (NLT)!!
16 You do not desire a sacrifice, or I would offer one. You do not want a burnt offering. 17 The sacrifice you desire is a 
broken spirit. You will not reject a broken and repentant heart, O God.!!
In each of these Old Testament passages, the message is the same. God is after than just blind obedience. It’s not just about 
doing the right things. He wants our hearts. If he has our hearts he will have our obedience, which will mean doing the right 
things for the right reasons. !

[29]!
It moves us from the realm of ought to to want to, and allows Christ to live his life through us.!!
There are lots of things that we know we ought to do, or ought not to do, like love our enemies, and bless those who curse us, 
and give sacrificially, and carry each others burdens, and think about others before ourselves, and stop gossiping and 
slandering our brothers and sisters in Christ. We know what we ought to do or ought not to do. Jesus came to give us a new 
heart so that we move from the realm of ought to to want to.!

[30]!
Matthew 5:17–20 (NLT)!!
17 “Don’t misunderstand why I have come. I did not come to abolish the law of Moses or the writings of the prophets. 
No, I came to accomplish their purpose. 18 I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not even the smallest 
detail of God’s law will disappear until its purpose is achieved.!!
Everything in the Old Testament pointed to Jesus. All of history to that time was waiting for his coming when all things would 
be made right. He lived the perfect life, died on the cross, defeated sin and death so that we could be made right with God and 
have his Spirit living in us so that he could accomplish his purposes in us.19 So if you ignore the least commandment and 
teach others to do the same, you will be called the least in the Kingdom of Heaven. But anyone who obeys God’s laws and 
teaches them will be called great in the Kingdom of Heaven. 20 “But I warn you—unless your righteousness is better than the 
righteousness of the teachers of religious law and the Pharisees, you will never enter the Kingdom of Heaven!!!
Put yourself in the shoes of Jesus’ audience. They knew the Pharisee and teachers of the law. They knew that the Pharisees 
were a religious Jewish sect whose sole purpose was to live in strict obedience to the letter of the law. How do you think they 
would have felt when Jesus said this? !

[31]!
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“Unless your righteousness is better than them you will not enter the Kingdom of Heaven.”!!
I would imagine that their hearts sunk. “You’ve got to be kidding me. Well, I guess there is not hope for me because there is no 
way that I can live up to the standards that the Pharisees have set.”!!
If Jesus had stopped there he would have left his audience in a hopeless state. How in the world could they ever enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven? It would be impossible. !!
We aren’t going to look in detail at the next verses, but from verses 21-47 he goes on in five other statements from 21-47 to 
show what he means. “You have heard it said…but, I say…” !

[32]!
Matthew 5:21-22a (NLT)!!
“You have heard that our ancestors were told, ‘You must not murder. If you commit murder you are subject to 
judgement. But i say, if you are even angry with someone you are subject to judgement.”!
And five more times teaching about adultery, divorce, vows, revenge, and loving enemies he takes these common held 
teachings and turns them around, “You have heard this…I say this.” In each case he gives a higher standard.!!
I think every time I have heard a sermon on these verses they are taught as if Jesus is giving some new commands to either 
replace or add to the old ones. And that’s how we tend to treat the Bible. We read it to look for rules to live by. Jesus taught 
something completely different.!

[33]!
Matthew 22:36–40 (NLT)!!
36 “Teacher, which is the most important commandment in the law of Moses?” 37 Jesus replied, “ ‘You must love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 A 
second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 The entire law and all the demands of the prophets 
are based on these two commandments.”!!
Jesus did not give new laws or rules to live by. He didn’t replace the old laws with new ones. He simply said, it is a matter of 
the heart. God wants to replace the old wooden, hard way with something new - himself -- so that his desires become our 
desires. "I and the Father are one. You are in me and I am in you." "The old is gone. The new has come." "I have been 
crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me." "Remain in me and I in you and you will bear much 
fruit."!!
This idea that we use the Bible to find principles for living, or rules to live by etc. is just like the old way of living. Jesus has 
called us to something higher, more real. He is asking, “Where is your heart?” Love God - Love People. That is how you keep 
all the commands. But, here’s the catch. We cannot do it without a new heart. We need a heart transplant so we can allow 
Christ to live his life through us. !!
This is so important. Paul said to the Galatians that it was fro freedom that Christ set us free. And yet sometimes we live like 
we are bound up. Read through Romans 5-8 this week. Read through Galatians and Colossians 3. Read 1 John. Read them 
all from a fresh perspective and ask the Spirit of Jesus to teach you anew what it means to walk in the freedom of Christ.!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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!
A	  Ma%er	  of	  the	  Heart	  
Ma#hew	  5:17-‐20 

Week	  of	  February	  9th,	  2014	  !
Object	  of	  this	  study:	  To	  allow	  the	  Spirit	  of	  Jesus	  to	  penetrate	  our	  hearts	  so	  we	  move	  
from	  “ought	  to”	  to	  “want	  to”	  in	  regards	  to	  obedience.	  !!!

Worship	  (5	  –	  10	  minutes) 
1.	  Spend	  five	  minutes	  in	  silent	  prayer	  asking	  God	  to	  prepare	  your	  heart	  for	  how	  he	  wants	  to	  speak	  to	  you.	  	  
2.	  Have	  someone	  read	  Psalm	  51	  meditaHvely	  to	  the	  group.	  	  
3.	  Sing	  a	  song	  or	  two	  of	  praise	  and	  thanksgiving	  to	  God.	  	  !

Welcome	  (5	  –	  10	  minutes)	  !
Do you have any funny stories of misunderstandings? Perhaps from auto-corrected texts, games of telephone, or even face to 
face conversations. Think of times people gave you that blank stare of total incomprehension.!!

Word	  (20	  –	  30	  minutes)	  
This week’s sermon is foundational for the Sermon on the Mount. Lots of Scripture was included in laying that foundation.!
In this study we’re going to look at some of the passages, and try to answer some basic questions.!!
1. John 6:29 Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.”!
Sermon quote: “Belief in the Biblical sense does not simply refer to an intellectual knowledge.”!
What IS ‘belief’ in the Biblical sense?!
Don’t answer this now, but keep your eyes open for what it means as you go through the study, and come back to this 
question later.!!
2. Isaiah 29:13; Psalm 51:16-17; Ezekiel 11:19; Ezekiel 36:26-27; Jeremiah 31:33!
From these verses, what does God want? What does he desire and long for, work towards?!
Read the Ezekiel and Jeremiah passages in several different translations.!
What is being contrasted here? What are the results?!!
3. Read James 2:14-26!
Note especially verse 26, and relate it to the Ezekiel and Jeremiah passages.!
What is the result of faith in a ‘tender, responsive heart’?!!
4. Matthew 5:17-20!
What was lacking in the righteousness of the Pharisees and the teachers of the religious law? See Mark 7:1-13.!!
5. Matthew 5:17 “I did not come to abolish the law of Moses or the writing of the prophets. No, I came to accomplish their 
purpose.”!
What is the purpose of the law? Refer again to Jeremiah 31:33. See also Mark 12:28-34.!!

Work	  (20	  –	  30	  minutes)	  !
Sermon quote: “God wants our hearts. If he has our hearts he will have our obedience. It’s not a matter of EITHER 
belief OR works. It is both belief AND works. But the works come out of true belief as we allow the Holy Spirit to do 
his work in us, because that is what the Gospel does.”!!
6. God desires a people who love him first, whose hearts are tender and responsive to him, who are his people, who truly love 
their neighbours. This is why he sent Jesus, and why he gives us his Spirit — so that we could walk with him this way. Take a 
look inside. How is your heart? How has God’s Spirit brought life to it? What areas are there that are still hard and stony?!!
7. So (if anyone is still awake!) let’s revisit question 1: What is belief in the Biblical sense?!
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