GLADWIN HEIGHTS UNITED CHURCH
December 18, 2020

Readings for December 20, 2020

Luke 1:26 – 55

Minister: Rev. Tim Bowman
Music Director: Rita Green
Pianist: Jacob Greenan
*******
ZOOM INFO FOR REGULAR
GATHERINGS:
These times and login credentials will
remain the same until further notice,
regardless of whether you receive an
invitation.
Sunday mornings at 10:00 am.
Direct Link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5410632113?pwd=eDhHL3ZUMkszc
FArQzIyZ2lXbEExdz09
(Press control and click to follow the link.)
Meeting ID: 578 318 6702, Password: 839660

By phone: call 1 778 907 2071. After connecting, when asked
enter the Meeting ID: 578 318 6702, and then when asked, enter
the password: 839660.
Virtual Coffee Time: Thursday at 2 pm or Bible Study
Wednesday between 3:30 and 4:30 pm.
Meeting ID 541 063 2113, Password: 123.

By phone: call 1 778 907 2071. After connecting, when asked
enter the Meeting ID: 541 063 2113, and then when asked, enter
the password: 123

Hymns and Music for December 20, 2020

“Hope is a Star” all verses VU 7
“People, Look East” VU 9
“We are Waiting Lord” (for Advent) Tune of Kumba yah
“Don’t Be Afraid” MV 90
"Canticle of the Turning" MV 120
“The Lord's Prayer” sung to the tune of Away in a Manger
“In the Bleak Midwinter” [Verse 4] VU 55 “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You?” VU 31
“Hope Shines as the Solitary Star” (sing twice) MV 220
CONTACTING REV. TIM AND JEANETTE:

Please note the office is closed till January 8 due to COVID19, and Rev. Tim and Jeanette will be working from home.
Tim's office hours are Tuesday through Friday, 9 to 5. He can
be reached on his cell phone at 1-778-791-3545, or email him
at bowmantimothyr@gmail.com. Jeanette is also working
from home and can be reached at 1-604-799-5375. This is a
Chilliwack # or info@gladwinheightsunitedchurch.org.
Please note the office is closed till January 8, due to Covid. Rev.
Tim and Jeanette will be working from home and can still be
reached at the above information.

Announcements:

Message from the Chair:
Hi everyone – as we are drawing to the end of this challenging
year the news overall is starting to look up. When this pandemic
started in March the Board made the difficult decision to suspend
in person worship. It has been difficult not being able to be
together. I think a special thank you should be given to Tim, Bill
and Tracey for all their hard work on the Zoom worship services.
Zooming is never ideal but it does allow us an opportunity to
worship and "see" each other.
A number of people have asked how we are doing financially.
Because of the truly remarkable effort by the entire Gladwin
family we have managed so far and currently we are in the black.
As part of this effort Gladwin held a Christmas Lite just last
weekend and we raised $789. A big THANK YOU to the
bakers who produced the fantastic baked goods, to Gina and
Rosemary for the jams and jellies, to Muriel for the preserves and
to Carlene who not only baked but helped on Saturday with the
distribution and collection. Between Christmas Lite and the Fall
Fair Lite we raised over $2,000.
Even though we are not able to be together this Christmas season
we continued our tradition of collecting socks for the homeless
(208 pairs this year). We collected our White Gifts and donations
for the food bank – thank you to Len and Carlene for transporting
the truck load of these gifts so that they can be distributed to
those in need. The UCW ladies collected goodies for and
prepared gift bags for the ladies at the Warm Zone.
Finally the new Gladwin photo directory has been printed and 20
copies distributed so far. Many thanks to Ray Hill for his
excellent photographs, to Jeanette for her hard work putting
everything together, and to all the people who supplied recipes
for the back of the directory.

This year we also welcomed a new Church Administrator Jeanette Chassie. She has become a valuable addition to our
church family.
Unfortunately we will have to postpone the annual AGM until
later in the spring. The new date will be advertised as soon as it
is available.
As we approach 2021 we are confident this New Year will bring
an end to the pandemic. We all are looking forward to
worshiping together once again.
So Merry Christmas to all! May 2021 bring the entire Gladwin
Family health, happiness and peace.
Gayle LaPointe

WASSAIL-ISH! They said it couldn't be done, but we didn't listen!

Join us via Zoom for a gathering reminiscent of our traditional St.
Andrew's Wassail. 7:00-8:30, Monday, December 21. We will
have carols, including our traditionally chaotic rendition of The
Twelve Days of Christmas. We will have stories. We will have
scripture readings. We will have crafts and mulled wine (real or
not is up to you); watch for emailed colouring pages and recipes!
If you respond to Rev. Tim (bowmantimothyr@gmail.com)
before Saturday morning with your carol suggestion or offer to
read a short story, it might feature in our celebration.
The Zoom login info is the same as for the Bible Study:
Direct
link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5410632113?pwd=eDhHL3ZUM
kszcFArQzIyZ2lXbEExdz09
Meeting ID: 541 063 2113
Passcode: 123
By phone: 1 778 907 2071 Canada
See you there!
United Church Picture

I(Jeanette) grew up in Spruce Grove, Alberta. This picture
reminds me of the United Church I used to go to CGIT at there.

A little humor from Patricia Lockhart

Everyday Inspirations

"Everyday Inspirations" is a collection of quotes, prayers, poems
and lyrics for every occasion. Enriched by beautiful colour
photos, this book of spiritual wisdom will become an uplifting
friend in the challenging days ahead. Sourced from dozens of
spiritual teachers from across the centuries, the collection also
includes prayers from Rev. Tracy Fairfield (Aldergrove), Julia
Rohan, Arlene Kropp (Gladwin) and Brenna Maag (St.
Andrew's), along with photos from Joan Curtis (Trinity). Price
for members of our church cluster is $20, tax included. All
proceeds go to Mission & Service. Order your copy now by
contacting Jeanette at 604-852-3984 or 604-799-5375.

’Tis better to give – A Christmas story

A mother is a person who, seeing there are only four
pieces of pie for five people, promptly announces she
never did care for pie.
—Tenneva Jordan
I knew I was not supposed to be quite so excited. I was too old
for that. At age eleven, the oldest and my mom’s “grown up” girl,
I had to keep my cool. I was in middle school after all. But every
chance I got, when I was alone, I checked each present under the
tree. I read every tag and felt every package, guessing at the
contents within. I had examined each gift so often that I could tell
which present went to which person without even looking at the
tags.
It had been a tough year for my family. Whenever my mom
looked over at the tree and scattered presents, she would sigh and
warn us, “There won’t be as much for Christmas this year. Try
not to be disappointed.” Christmas had traditionally been a time
for my parents to spoil us. In years past, the presents would pile
up and spill out from under the tree, taking over the living room.
I had heard the phrase “giving is better than receiving,” but
thought that whoever had said that must have been out of their
mind. Getting presents was the whole point! It was the reason I
couldn’t get to sleep on Christmas Eve.
On Christmas morning, we eagerly waited in the hallway until
Dad told us everything was ready. We rushed into the living
room and let the wrapping paper fly. We made weak attempts to
wait and watch while other family members opened their
presents, but as the time passed we lost our self-control.
“Here’s another one for you,” said Mom as she handed me a
package. I looked at it, confused. Having spent so much time
examining the presents before Christmas, I recognized this one.
But it had not been mine. It was my mom’s. A new label had

been put on it, with my name written in my mother’s
handwriting.
“Mom, I can’t…”
I was stopped by my mother’s eager, joyful look—a look I could
not really understand. “Let’s see what it is, honey. Hurry and
open it.”
It was a blow dryer. Though this may seem but a simple gift, to
me it was so much more. Being an eleven-year-old girl, I was
stunned. In my world, where receiving outweighed giving by
light years, my mom’s act of selflessness was incomprehensible.
It was a huge act. Tears filled my eyes and I thought in disbelief
about how much my mom must love me to give up her Christmas
so I could have a few more presents.
I have always remembered that Christmas fondly. It had such an
impact on me. As an adult with children in my life whom I adore,
I can now understand my mom’s actions. I see how she was not
“giving up her Christmas” as I had thought, but was finding an
even greater joy in her Christmas because giving truly is better
than receiving. My mom’s simple act meant the world to me.
These Christmas miracles will restore your hope for the holidays.
—Jennifer Yardley Barney

Prayer Cycles

Each Prayer Cycle invites Prayer each week for a Community of
Faith in the Region.
You are encouraged to name the community in your worship, to
email a message indicating your prayer support,
to pray for church personnel, and to include an ecumenical /
interfaith focus.
Dec. 20:
Jaffray
Dec. 27:
Boundary
Jan 2:
St. David's By The Lake (SM)
Jan 9:
Vancouver Japanese (Japanese) (EM)
Jan 16:
Hartley Bay: Emmanuel (NM)
Jan 23:
Chemainus-Crofton
Jan 30:
Penticton

Mid-Fraser United Church Cluster Christmas Online Worship
Services
We will be worshipping online on Christmas Eve at 7pm with live
communion.
All are welcome to join us via Zoom.
Connection details remain unchanged from our Sunday morning
worship and are available on your congregational webpage:
https://www.saintandrewsunited.church/news/zoom-worshipservices-updated
or
https://www.gladwinheightsunitedchurch.org/news/zoom-worshipservices-and-coffee-times-updated
Christmas Day Open House
Join us on Christmas day for our “open house” from 10am-3pm on
Zoom, with various clergy and lay people monitoring the platform.
From 11am-noon children are more than welcome to chat about
their gifts and share stories. Noon till 1pm we will take requests for
carol singing, and the other blocks of time will be filled with regular
chatting and visiting, poems, readings, and other fireside
conversation so that we don’t feel so isolated on this special day.
Please join us.
Christmas day open house
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83237304353?pwd=ckVSYnhKbXV3O
G5yM08zYkI3Q2ZDZz09
Meeting ID: 832 3730 4353
Passcode: 33737
+1 778 907 2071 Canada
Meeting ID: 832 3730 4353
Passcode: 33737

