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   Together in Christ, Sharing God’s Love 
 

December 20, 2020 

 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

 
 

WELCOME 

                           Reaching out.  Welcoming in. 

 
 
    Prelude            “She Comes Sailing on the Wind” (She Flies On) 
                            Andrew Donaldson, © 1985 Common Cup Company 

                                              SKU 109370 One License 
 
                      Interludes         “Taizé Gloria In Excelsis Deo” 
                                               Jacques Berthier, SKU 07615 One License 
  
                      Reflection         “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”, Traditional Basque Carol 
                                               Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924 SKU 88439 One License 
 
                      Postlude           “The Virgin Mary had a Baby Boy, West Indian Carol 
                                              Boosey and Hawkes © 1945 Boosey & Co. Ltd. 
                                              SKU 92389 One License 
                                                      
                                                      



 
 

Advent #4 Service 

Celebrant:  Rev. Selinde Krayenhoff 
Musician:  Margaret Nelson 

 
 

We gather today on the traditional lands of the Nanoose Bay First Nations. 
 

 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome  
 

Silence (as we open our minds and hearts in preparation for worship) 
 

The Bell Rings    
 

Opening Sentence 
I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to his word.                            
                                                                                                              Luke 1.38  
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
In our homes and in our church 
we gather around wreaths 
to pray our lost hopes, 
broken peace, limited joys, 
and love sometimes hard to find and share 
in this season of coronavirus. 
We affirm that our candles mean 
we claim the power to call this season Advent, 
when God’s light comes into the world 
and nothing can overcome it. 
The candles of hope, peace, and joy are lit. 
 

All:    And now we light the candle of love 
even when many things dampen our spirits –  
loneliness, worry, violence, mean spiritedness, self-criticism, judgement. 
God’s love illuminates hatred and infuses our hearts with compassion 
and brightens the path to the birth of Christ. 
 

All:    Emmanuel, God be with us, in the week to come, 
          light hope, peace joy and love on the wick of our lives 
          so that we may shine on our world. Amen 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
Reading from scripture:                     The Gospel of Luke 1:26-38 
 
Sermon 

 
 Contemplative music – time to reflect 
 

 

Prayers of the People                                 Trefor Williams 
 
Our Father 
 
The Peace 
 
Prayer 
God for whom we wait, your love creates and sustains us. 
Keep us ever watchful that we may be ready  
to stand before the Son of man. 
We ask this in the name of Christ the Lord.  Amen. 
 

Announcements 
 
Advent blessing 
 
Sending forth:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
All:      Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 

The unfathomable mystery of God is that God is a Lover who 

wants to be loved. The one who created us is waiting for our 

response to the love that gave us our being. God not only says, 

“You are my beloved.”  God also asks: “Do you love me?” and 

offers us countless chances to say “Yes.”  That is the spiritual 

life: the chance to say “Yes” to our inner truth. The spiritual 

life, thus understood, radically changes everything… at every 

point in the journey there is the choice to say “Yes” and the 

choice to say “no.” 

We like to see the reactions of those who receive our Christmas 

gifts. It is satisfying to see friends and family members, 

especially children, eagerly open presents and express great 

joy over the gifts we so carefully chose for them. 

God, who gave us the gift of his son, so delights in our response 

that he enables us and empowers us to receive his gift. We 

were lost in sin, unable to respond to his great gift. “But God, 

who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved 

us even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us 

alive together with Christ” (Eph 2:4-5). By his Word and Spirit, 

God empowers us to say “Yes!” because in Christ our Lord 

“every one of God’s promises is a “Yes.”  

Jesus, our Gift, all the promises of God find their “Yes” in You! 

Adapted from Henri Nouwen “Jesus, God’s Promise: Advent Devotions” 


