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GO TELL IT! 
Children’s Christmas Musical Original Script & Song Lyrics by Linda Holcombe 

 
GO TELL IT! 
Intro-All Shout: Go tell it! Go tell it! 
Chorus-All Sing: 
X Go tell it on the mountain 
Over the hills and everywhere 
X Go tell it on the mountain 
That Jesus Christ is born 
 
Verse 1-All Sing: 
He’s bringing love to earth 
And giving us new joy 
We celebrate his birth 
This blessed baby boy 
 
Chorus-All Sing: 
X Go tell it on the mountain 
Over the hills and everywhere 
X Go tell it on the mountain 
That Jesus Christ is born 
 
Verse 2-All Sing: 
He’s with you when you’re sleeping 
He’s there when you’re awake 
He loves you for just who you are 
So clap, jump, dance, and shake! 
 
Chorus-All Sing: 
X Go tell it on the mountain 
Over the hills and everywhere 
X Go tell it on the mountain 
That Jesus Christ is born 
 
Chorus (up a step higher)-All Sing: 
X Go tell it on the mountain 
Over the hills and everywhere 
X Go tell it on the mountain 
That Jesus Christ is born 
That Jesus Christ is born 
That Je…sus…Christ..is..born… 
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SCENE 1  
(Cast is seen in their Zoom windows, dressed in costumes for the Christmas musical. It’s very 
noisy; some are talking, some are playing games, some are laughing loudly…) 
 
DIRECTOR [Glenn]: (Walks into their own Zoom window, clapping hands, and talking loudly over 
the noise) Alright, everyone, places, please, places! We need to get busy on the final practice 
for our Christmas program!  
 
(NOBODY pays attention, and everyone continues to talk, laugh, and play...) 
 
DIRECTOR: (Furiously shouting) QUIET!!!!!!!!!!!!! (Everyone stops and stares at the Director.) 
 
DIRECTOR: That’s better, thank you! Now let’s get going with our rehearsal so we can be ready 
for our first ever Online Joy Kids Jam Christmas Musical! 
 
(Music begins. Director conducts, and Cast sings “O Christmas Eve” with no energy whatsoever.) 
 
O CHRISTMAS EVE 
Verse 1-All Sing: 
O Christmas Eve, O Christmas Eve 
With candles softest glow 
O Christmas Eve, O Christmas Eve 
We wait for it to snow… 
 
DIRECTOR: (Interrupting) No, no, no! That’s all wrong, ladies and gentlemen! I know it’s a 
quieter song, but I still need energy!! Enthusiasm!! And most importantly, you need to watch 
me and stay together when you’re singing!!! 
 
(They start again and actually finish the song, but the cast is clearly not into it…) 
 
O CHRISTMAS EVE 
Verse 1-All Sing: 
O Christmas Eve, O Christmas Eve 
With candles softest glow 
O Christmas Eve, O Christmas Eve 
We wait for it to snow 
But most of all this holy night 
We want to feel God’s love and light 
O Christmas Eve, O Christmas Eve 
With candles softest glow 
 
(song continues on the next page) 
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Verse 2-All Sing: 
O Little Child, O Little Child  
when will you come to earth? 
O Little Child, O Little Child  
we’re waiting for your birth 
We watch for you, we look above  
we want to know your peace and love 
O Little Child, O Little Child  
when will you come to earth? 
 
DIRECTOR: (Sighs in frustration) It’s still not right, ladies and gentlemen! I need some spirit!! 
Some quiet excitement!! 
 
SINGER 1 [Clara]: Well, it’s hard to get even quietly excited when we’ve sung this song fourteen 
thousand bazillion times! We sing it every year! 
 
ALL CAST: Yeah!! 
 
SINGER 2 [Brynley]: And besides, haven’t we all heard the story of the first Christmas fifteen 
thousand bazillion times?? How is it possible to get excited about it ONE MORE TIME? 
 
SINGER 1: We know all about Mary & Joseph, the angels & shepherds, the stable, the animals, 
the baby Jesus, and the wise men. I mean…it’s a great story, but…how interesting can it be 
when we hear about it every year? And then we all have to act it out, put on costumes, and 
make this big deal out of it? 
 
ALL CAST: Yeah!! 
 
DIRECTOR: Well? (stops to think) Ummm…maybe…maybe you have a point there. (slowly sinks 
into a chair) I never thought about it like that. Why DO we need to act it out and make this big 
deal out of it? Why DO we need to go through the hassle of doing this performance online this 
year? It would be so much easier to just skip it since we can’t do it in person during worship! 
What IS so important about the story of that first Christmas? 
 
(The cast thinks about this for a few moments…) 
 
SINGER 2: So…now what?? 
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SCENE 2 
 
(There are a few moments of silence…then we see an angel, sprinkling sparkly angel dust. As 
this happens, we hear quiet bells ringing, and the cast falls into a deep sleep. The angel stops for 
a moment. All is quiet and still. The angel begins to sing…) 
 
HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
Angel Gabriel [Danica]Solo: 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled 
Joyful all you nations rise 
Join the triumph of the skies 
With angelic hosts proclaim 
Christ is born in Bethlehem 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 
 
(The Angel Gabriel sprinkles a little more angel dust, and the cast slowly open their eyes) 
 
ANGEL GABRIEL [Danica]: (confident and calm) Greetings from the highest heavens, my friends! 
I’m the Angel Gabriel, and I’ve come to share the story of the very first Christmas from my point 
of view, because I was there! What happened then changed the world forever, and is still 
important to everyone alive today! 
 
SINGER 3 [Lila]: You were ALIVE when the first Christmas happened? Exactly how old are you?  
 
SINGER 4 [Callie]: It’s not polite to ask someone how old they are, don’t you know anything? 
 
ANGEL GABRIEL: (Smiling) It’s okay…I’m thousands of years old…in fact, I’m so old that I don’t 
even remember my exact birthday anymore! (Cast reacts with gasps and shocked looks) So the 
story of the first Christmas—even though it happened long ago—is still important right now, 
today. 
 
SINGER 3: Can you please tell us the story? From YOUR point of view? 
 
ALL CAST: (chanting together) Tell us! Tell us! Tell us! Tell us!  
 
ANGEL GABRIEL: Of course. It’s all written down in my very special Magic Rhyming Bible. (The 
cast whispers excitedly about such a special bible) Now listen carefully… (Angel Gabriel opens 
the Magic Rhyming Bible, and begins to read.) 
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ANGEL GABRIEL:  
Once upon a time, long ago in days of old, 
God sent me on a mission to tell of plans so bold. 
 
I went to see young Mary, a special message to bring, 
I told her of her baby boy; of Jesus, who would be King. 
 
Mary was at first afraid, and asked “But how? Why me?” 
I told her she was chosen, and God meant this to be.  
 
Then Mary found she was with child and prayed to God above 
She sang with joy, thanks, and hope; she sang with lots of love. 
 
The time came for the census; the Governor’s decree, 
So with her husband Joseph, Mary went on a journey. 
 
They traveled through the desert; their trip was very long. 
But they had faith in God, and continued to be strong. 
 
To Bethlehem they headed, not knowing what they’d find. 
They hoped they’d find a place to stay, that someone would be kind. 
 
SINGER 1: Angel Gabriel, what’s a census? And…can we help you tell the story? I’m getting tired 
of just sitting here!  
 
ANGEL GABRIEL: First of all, a census is when a government wants to count how many people 
live in their country. Back in those days, everyone had to be in the hometown of their family to 
be officially counted, so Joseph and Mary had to travel to Bethlehem. And yes, of course you 
can help me tell the story!  
 
SINGER 2: Hey! Maybe we could sing something with you, Angel Gabriel, since I’m guessing 
angels sing a lot, right? And…did Mary and Joseph WALK all the way to Bethlehem? 
 
ANGEL GABRIEL: As for singing, that’s a fantastic idea! Angels DO sing a lot! And Mary and 
Joseph walked to Bethlehem, but also rode on a donkey during parts of the journey. Why don’t 
you all join me in this song about the journey to Bethlehem? 
 
(Angel Gabriel, Cast, and Director all sing) 
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THE TWELVE DAYS OF TRAVEL 
All Sing Entire Song: 
On the first day of travel for Joseph and Mary, 
They walked beside their donkey. 
 
On the second day of travel for Joseph and Mary, 
Sun was so bright, 
And they walked beside their donkey. 
 
On the third day of travel for Joseph and Mary, 
Desert was hot, 
Sun was so bright, 
And they walked beside their donkey. 
 
On the fourth day of travel for Joseph and Mary, 
They felt thirsty, 
Desert was hot, 
Sun was so bright, 
And they walked beside their donkey. 
 
On the fifth day of travel for Joseph and Mary, 
TIME…FOR A BREAK!! 
They felt thirsty, 
Desert was hot, 
Sun was so bright, 
And they rested beside their donkey. 
 
On the sixth day of travel for Joseph and Mary, 
Bethlehem was closer; 
TIME…FOR A BREAK!! 
They felt thirsty, 
Desert was hot, 
Sun was so bright, 
And they walked beside their donkey. 
 
On the seventh day of travel for Joseph and Mary, 
Nighttime was cooler, 
Bethlehem was closer; 
TIME…FOR A BREAK!! 
They felt thirsty, 
Desert was hot, 
Sun was so bright, 
And they walked beside their donkey. 
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On the eighth day of travel for Joseph and Mary, 
Stars were sparkling, 
Nighttime was cooler, 
Bethlehem was closer; 
TIME…FOR A BREAK!! 
They felt thirsty, 
Desert was hot, 
Sun was so bright, 
And they walked beside their donkey. 
 
On the ninth day of travel for Joseph and Mary, 
The baby was kicking, 
Stars were sparkling, 
Nighttime was cooler, 
Bethlehem was closer; 
TIME…FOR A BREAK!! 
They felt thirsty, 
Desert was hot, 
Sun was so bright, 
And Mary rode their donkey. 
 
On the tenth day of travel for Joseph and Mary, 
They felt hungry, 
Baby was kicking, 
Stars were sparkling, 
Nighttime was cooler, 
Bethlehem was closer; 
TIME…FOR A BREAK!! 
They felt thirsty, 
Desert was hot, 
Sun was so bright, 
And Mary rode their donkey. 
 
On the eleventh day of travel for Joseph and Mary, 
Almost there, 
They felt hungry, 
Baby was kicking, 
Stars were sparkling, 
Nighttime was cooler, 
Bethlehem was closer, 
TIME…FOR A BREAK!! 
They felt thirsty, 
Desert was hot, 
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Sun was so bright, 
And Mary rode their donkey. 
 
On the twelfth day of travel for Joseph and Mary, 
Lights in the distance, 
Almost there, 
They felt hungry, 
Baby was kicking, 
Stars were sparkling, 
Nighttime was cooler, 
Bethlehem was closer, 
TIME…FOR A BREAK!! 
They felt thirsty, 
Desert was hot, 
Sun was so bright, 
And Mary rode their donkey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



9 
 

SCENE 3 
 
ANGEL GABRIEL: That was great singing, everyone! Now I’ll continue with the story. Ok? 
 
(Ichabod Innkeeper interrupts) 
 
ICHABOD INNKEEPER [Victoria]: Now just a minute, there, Angel Gabriel. If you don’t mind, I’d 
like to continue to tell the story, if I may! (proudly, puffing out chest) I’m the most famous 
innkeeper…that is “hotel manager”… in the entire history of the world, because I helped Mary 
and Joseph when they arrived in Bethlehem, and they had no place to stay! 
 
ANGEL GABRIEL: You certainly did, my friend! And you’re right…you ARE famous! Please 
introduce yourself to everyone, would you? 
 
ICHABOD INNKEEPER: I would be most happy to! I am Ichabod Innkeeper, at your service! 
(stands up and dramatically bows) 
 
ALL CAST: (clapping enthusiastically) 
 
ANGEL GABRIEL: Since you will continue our story, Ichabod, would you like to read from the 
Magic Rhyming Bible? 
 
ICHABOD INNKEEPER: Well, yes I would, Angel Gabriel! 
 
(Ichabod Innkeeper takes the Bible.) 
 
ICHABOD INNKEEPER: (reading from the Bible) 
Bethlehem was so crowded! No inns had any room. 
Mary was feeling tired, and her Baby was coming soon. 
Joseph was getting worried, as it was very late in the day. 
Then they came to my inn, looking for a place to stay. 
 
I could see that they were weary, and needed lots of rest. 
I knew I had no empty rooms, but wanted to do my best. 
So I thought of my barn out back, it was warm and filled with hay. 
I told them this would work for now, and showed them the way. 
 
They thanked me very gratefully, and got settled for the night. 
We were all ready for sleeping until the morning light. 
 
SINGER 3: (jumping up and interrupting) I know this part really well! That barn was a 
stable…like for horses and other animals! They didn’t have beds or anything! 
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ICHABOD INNKEEPER: You are right about that! But the cows and horses and sheep were in 
there with Mary and Joseph, and they gave off lots of warmth. And the hay made things pretty 
cozy too! But still…knowing what I know today, I sure wish I’d had an actual proper place for 
them to sleep that night! (continues reading…) 
 
ICHABOD INNKEEPER:  
Well, sometime in that night, Mary had her Baby Boy.  
She wrapped Him in a blanket, her heart was filled with joy. 
She laid him in a manger, the place for animals’ food, 
But Jesus lay there peacefully; all was well and good. 
 
The dark sky was brightened by a sparkling, holy star 
It shone above the stable, and had come from so far. 
It was a sign from God that our Savior had been born 
It was sent to announce this was the first Christmas morn. 
 
Joseph was so thankful that all had worked out right, 
He praised God for His goodness, and sang in the night. 
 
(All cast sings) 
 
JOY TO THE WORLD 
Verse 1-All Sing: 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her king; 
Let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
And heav'n and nature sing, 
And heav'n and nature sing, 
And heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 
Verse 2-All Sing: 
He rules the world with truth and grace 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 
ICHABOD INNKEEPER: Well, then you will NEVER believe what happened after that! 
 
SINGER 3: (excitedly) Yes I will! Yes I will! Isn’t this the part where the shepherds  
went running to see Baby Jesus? 
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ANGEL GABRIEL: Yes, but before that happened, me and all of my angel friends appeared in the 
sky right over the place where the shepherds were, and we started singing in celebration to 
announce that Jesus had been born! 
 
SINGER 4: Can we sing the song that you sang that night? 
 
ANGEL GABRIEL: Absolutely! Here we go! 
 
GLORIA/UP IN THE NIGHT SKY  
All Sing Entire Song: 
Glo……..ria; in excelsis Deo! 
Glo……..ria; in excelsis De..o! 
 
Verse 2: 
Up in the night sky all around,  
angels sang with glorious sound! 
Bringing a message to the earth,  
telling all of Jesus’ birth. 
Glo-ri-a, Peace On Earth!  
Glo-ri-a, Peace On Earth! 
Up in the night sky all around,  
angels sang with glorious sound! 
 
Interlude: 
Glo……..ria; in excelsis Deo! 
Glo……..ria; in excelsis De..o! 
 
Verse 2: 
First the shepherds shook with fear,  
hearing sound so loud and near. 
Then they began to dance with joy,  
they ran to see the baby boy! 
Glo-ri-a, Peace On Earth!  
Glo-ri-a, Peace On Earth! 
Up in the night sky all around,  
angels sang with glorious sound! 
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SCENE 4 
 
SHEPHERD SAMMY [Greyson]: (Excited, alarmed, and becoming out of breath) It’s happening 
again, it’s happening again! The angels are singing their favorite song!! Gloria! Gloria! Is there 
another holy birth?? Should we go somewhere fast?? Do I need to get the rest of the 
shepherds??  
 
ANGEL GABRIEL: Shepherd Sammy, how good to see you once again! 
 
SHEPHERD SAMMY: What is going on here, Angel Gabriel? Shall we hurry on over to 
Bethlehem? Is something amazing happening there, just like it did on the very first Christmas? 
 
ANGEL GABRIEL: No need to run to Bethlehem, Shepherd Sammy…we were just singing our 
angel song because we’ve been telling the story of the first Christmas. 
 
SHEPHERD SAMMY: Ohhhhhh!!! Yes indeed, that first Christmas was a very exciting time! But 
Angel Gabriel, I have to tell you that you and the rest of your angel friends scared us that night! 
We were out in the fields with our sheep, minding our own business, and WHAM! All of a 
sudden a bunch of angels were singing in the sky! It was CRAZY! 
 
ANGEL GABRIEL: Shepherd Sammy, I’m so sorry that we scared you. But our message worked, 
because you went running to see the Baby Jesus in Bethlehem! 
 
SHEPHERD SAMMY: Yes, we certainly did! Angel Gabriel, may I borrow the Magic Rhyming 
Bible and share my part of the story? 
 
ANGEL GABRIEL: Certainly! Here you go. (Hands the Bible to Shepherd Sammy.) 
 
SHEPHERD SAMMY: (reading from the Bible) 
There we were, shepherds all, resting on the hill; 
Making sure our sheep were safe as they ate their fill. 
We were half asleep, as it was the dark of night 
But suddenly the sky was full of overwhelming light! 
 
Angels filled the heavens above as far as we could see, 
Singing loud and louder still, shaking every tree 
They told us through their song that our Savior was on earth, 
They said to go to Bethlehem and celebrate his birth! 
 
We scrambled to gather all our things and round up all our sheep, 
And hurried as fast as we could go, but we were still half asleep! 
We followed the brightest star, just as the angels had said 
And arrived at the stable, where Jesus lay his head. 
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(Mary and Joseph [Clara and Glenn] can be seen, with Mary cradling the baby Jesus in her 
arms.) 
 
AWAY IN A MANGER 
Verse 1-Shepherd Sammy Solo: 
Away in a manger no crib for his bed 
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head 
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay 
 
Verse 2-All Sing: 
The cattle are lowing the baby awakes 
But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes 
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh 
 
Verse 3-All Sing: 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 
Close by me forever and love me, I pray 
Bless all the dear children in your tender care 
And fit us for heaven to live with you there 
 
ANGEL GABRIEL: (Taking the Bible from Shepherd Sammy and closing it.) And that, my dear 
friends, is the story of the very first Christmas, when Jesus was born.  
 
SINGER 5: Wow. I think that it must have been AMAZING to have been there!  
 
SHEPHERD SAMMY: Yes, it WAS amazing! 
 
ICHABOD INNKEEPER: We were lucky to have seen it happen in person…not many people 
around can say that, you know! 
 
ANGEL GABRIEL: It was a true and miraculous blessing for the world…and we witnessed it…to 
that I say, thanks be to God! 
 
ALL CAST: Thanks be to God! 
 
(Suddenly everyone freezes as Angel Gabriel begins sprinkling the magic angel dust around on 
everyone, who again fall asleep. We hear quiet bell music for a few moments.) 
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SCENE 5 
 
(The cast open their eyes and stretch…waking slowly) 
 
DIRECTOR: What in the world just happened?? 
 
SINGER 2: Did we fall asleep? 
 
SINGER 3: Where did Angel Gabriel, Ichabod Innkeeper, and Shepherd Sammy go? 
 
SINGER 4: Did we just dream all of that stuff? 
 
DIRECTOR: I just don’t know! But it certainly seemed real to me! 
 
SINGER 1: Hey! I just realized…we met an angel, the innkeeper, & a shepherd; we saw Mary & 
Joseph and the baby Jesus.  Why didn’t we meet any of the Wise Men? They were there that 
first Christmas, weren’t they? 
 
DIRECTOR: Yes they were indeed! But they actually came to see Baby Jesus long after the 
shepherds had left. We celebrate the Wise Men after Christmas on a day in January called 
Epiphany.  
 
SINGER 1: Well, can we celebrate the Wise Men right now too? Remember that we’ve been 
working on that song called “Where’s The King?” It’s super fun to sing, AND tells the story of 
the Wise Men…do you think we could sing that right now?  
 
DIRECTOR: Sure, I don’t see why not! We’ll sing about our Wise Men and then get back to 
rehearsal. Sound good? 
 
ALL CAST: Yeah!!! (clapping & cheering) 
 
WHERE’S THE KING? 
Verse 1-All Sing: 
Dashing through the night, riding through the day, 
Wise Men made their flight, a star to lead their way. 
Across the desert ground the camels swiftly went, 
They searched for baby Jesus bringing gold, myrhh, frankincense! 
 
Chorus: 
Oh, where’s the King? Where’s the King? We must truly know! 
We will find Him soon but we’ve a long, long way to go, oh!  
Where’s the King? Where’s the King? We must truly know! 
We will find Him soon but we’ve a long, long way to go!  
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SINGER 2: Well, I don’t know about the rest of you, but I’m ready to get going with our final 
practice before we present our Christmas musical.  I’m not sure exactly what happened here 
today, but I will never forget the story of the first Christmas when it was told to us by 
people…well, two people and an angel… who were actually there! 
 
SINGER 3: Yes…I won’t EVER forget this! And I will never again complain about sharing this very 
special and exciting story every year! 
 
ALL CAST: Yay!! (clapping and cheering) 
 
DIRECTOR: Well, then, let’s get on with rehearsal! To that I say…thanks be to God! 
 
ALL CAST: Thanks be to God!! 
 
Singer 4: Merry Christmas! 
 
ALL CAST: Merry Christmas!! 
 
(Music begins. Cast sings “Go Tell It!” with LOTS of energy!) 
 
GO TELL IT! 
Intro All Shout: Go tell it! Go tell it! 
 
Chorus All Sing: 
X Go tell it on the mountain 
Over the hills and everywhere 
X Go tell it on the mountain 
That Jesus Christ is born 
 
(song continues on next page) 
 
Verse 1 All Sing: 
He’s bringing love to earth 
And giving us new joy 
We celebrate his birth 
This blessed baby boy 
 
Chorus All Sing: 
X Go tell it on the mountain 
Over the hills and everywhere 
X Go tell it on the mountain 
That Jesus Christ is born 
 
Verse 2 All Sing: 
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He’s with you when you’re sleeping 
He’s there when you’re awake 
He loves you for just who you are 
So clap, jump, dance, and shake! 
 
Chorus All Sing: 
X Go tell it on the mountain 
Over the hills and everywhere 
X Go tell it on the mountain 
That Jesus Christ is born 
 
Chorus All Sing (up a step higher): 
X Go tell it on the mountain 
Over the hills and everywhere 
X Go tell it on the mountain 
That Jesus Christ is born 
That Jesus Christ is born 
That Je…sus…Christ..is..born… 
 
(All cast waves to the virtual audience as we fade to credits) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


