Space for God
The Kingdom of God is Near

PREPARATION
Be still in the presence of the Lord and wait patiently for him to act. Don’t worry
about evil people who prosper or fret about their wicked schemes. Psalm 37:7

WORSHIP

There he will remove the cloud of gloom, the shadow of death that hangs over
the earth. He will swallow up death forever! The Sovereign Lord will wipe away all
tears. He will remove forever all insults and mockery against his land and people.
The Lord has spoken! In that day the people will proclaim,

“This is our God! We trusted in him, and he saved us! This is the Lord, in
whom we trusted. Let us rejoice in the salvation he brings!” Isaiah 25:7-9

CONFESSION

This is all the more urgent, for you know how late it is; time is running out. Wake
up, for our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.

The night is almost gone; the day of salvation will soon be here. So remove
your dark deeds like dirty clothes, and put on the shining armor of right liv-
ing. Romans 13:11-12

MEDITATION - Luke 28.25-36*

“And there will be strange signs in

the sun, moon, and stars. And IN SOLITUDE AND/OR COMMUNITY

here on earth the nations will be | Read Slowly, several times.

in turmoil, perplexed by the roar- Reflect What does the text say?

ing seas and strange tides. People | Respond How does it relate to my life?

will be terrified at what they see | Rest | welcome God'’s healing and renewal.

coming upon the earth, for the

powers in the heavens will be shaken. Then everyone will see the Son of Man
coming on a cloud with power and great glory. So when all these things begin to
happen, stand and look up, for your salvation is near!”

Then he gave them this illustration: “Notice the fig tree, or any other tree. When
the leaves come out, you know without being told that summer is near. In the
same way, when you see all these things taking place, you can know that the
Kingdom of God is near. | tell you the truth, this generation will not pass from the
scene until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will disappear,
but my words will never disappear.

“"Watch out! Don't let your hearts be dulled by carousing and drunkenness, and
by the worries of this life. Don't let that day catch you unaware, like a trap. For
that day will come upon everyone living on the earth. Keep alert at all times. And

pray that you might be strong enough to escape these coming horrors and stand
before the Son of Man.”

ANCHORING PRAYER

Heavenly Father, Your Kingdom is near.

REVIEW OF THE HEART
How am | affected by Christ’s imminent return?

What is currently dulling my heart?

WISDOM

This is what the Lord says: “Do not act like the other nations, who try to read
their future in the stars. Do not be afraid of their predictions, even though
other nations are terrified by them. Jeremiah 10:2

Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a
roaring lion, looking for someone to devour. 1 Peter 5:8

TESTIMONY Whatis God saying to me?
INTERCESSION Prayers for the Church, for others, and for me.

BENEDICTION

For you know quite well that the day of the Lord's return will come unexpectedly,
like a thief in the night. When people are saying, “Everything is peaceful and
secure,” then disaster will fall on them as suddenly as a pregnant woman'’s labor
pains begin. And there will be no escape. So be on your guard, not asleep like
the others. Stay alert and be clearheaded.

For God chose to save us through our Lord Jesus Christ, not to pour out his
anger on us. Christ died for us so that, whether we are dead or alive when he
returns, we can live with him forever.

-Amen-

1 Thessalonians 5:2-3,6,9-10

SPACE FOR GOD DAILY
Be still and quiet before God.
Seek the Holy Spirit’s filling and
Speak and act from a listening heart.
Actively serve in community with others.
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