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Prelude  

Welcome 

 

Lighting Advent Candles 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. In your Son, Emmanuel,  

you have shown us your light and saved us from the power of sin.  

Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. Increase our longing for your 

presence, that at the celebration of your Son's birth his Spirit might dwell anew in 

our midst, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever. Amen 

 

Advent Song: “Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn” Red book # 242 
 

1 Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn,  for angels herald its dawning. 

 Sing out your joy, for soon he is born, behold! the Child of our longing. 

 Come as a baby weak and poor, to bring all hearts together, 

 he opens wide the heav'nly door and lives now inside us forever. 
 

2 To us, to all in sorrow and fear, Emmanuel comes a-singing, 

 his humble song is quiet and near, yet fills the earth with its ringing; 

 music to heal the broken soul and hymns of lovingkindness, 

 the thunder of his anthems roll to shatter all hatred and blindness. 
 

3 In darkest night his coming shall be, when all the world is despairing, 

 as morning light so quiet and free, so warm and gentle and caring. 

 Then shall the mute break forth in song, the lame shall leap in wonder, 

 the weak be raised above the strong, and weapons be broken asunder. 

 

4 Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, though dark the winter and cheerless, 

 the rising sun shall crown you with light,  be strong and loving and fearless. 

 Love be our song and love our prayer and love our endless story; 

 may God fill ev'ry day we share and bring us at last into glory. 

 
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 

Music: REJOICE, REJOICE  Marty Haugen 

Text and Music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.  
All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711151 

 



Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be God, the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

whose forgiveness is sure 

and whose steadfast love endures forever. 

Amen.  

You may dip your finger in water and make the sign of the cross on your forehead 

as a reminder of your baptism. 

Together let us honestly and humbly confess 

that we have not lived as God desires. 

Please keep silence for reflection 

Loving and forgiving God, 

we confess that we are held captive by sin. 

In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray.  

We have not welcomed the stranger; 

we have not loved our neighbor; 

we have not been Christ to one another. 

Restore us, O God. 

Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 

Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 

People of God, hear this glad news: 

by God’s endless grace in Jesus 

your sins are forgiven, and you are free— 

free from all that holds you back 

and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 

May you be strengthened in God’s love, 

☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, 

and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Peace:   

P  As forgiven people, we have peace with God, and peace with one another. 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C  And also with you.   

P  Let us share that peace with one another. Please take a moment to share God’s 

peace with those near to you, and say a prayer of peace for those at a distance. 

 

 

 

 



P The Lord be with you 

C And also with you 

Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, 

free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear 

your redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Hymn of Praise: “Angels We Have Heard on High”      Red Book # 289 

 
Public Domain 

 



Sunday School Christmas Program – Video 

 

Hymn: “Go Tell It on the Mountain”      ELW 290 

Pub
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Children’s Message 

Reading: Luke 1:46b-55 

46And Mary said,  "My soul magnifies the Lord, 

 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

 Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me,  and holy is his name. 

 50His mercy is for those who fear him 

 from generation to generation. 



 51He has shown strength with his arm; 

 he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

 and lifted up the lowly; 

 53he has filled the hungry with good things, 

 and sent the rich away empty. 

 54He has helped his servant Israel, 

 in remembrance of his mercy, 

 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

 to Abraham and to his descendants forever." 

R The Word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God 

 

Holy Gospel: Luke 1:26-38 

C  Glory to you, O Lord 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 

David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 

favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words 

and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not 

be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive 

in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and 

will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the 

throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and 

of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, 

since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 

and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 

born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.  



36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this 

is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be 

impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it 

be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

C Praise to you, O Christ 

Sermon by Pastor John Rothfusz 

 

Hymn: “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness”   Red book # 251 

 

 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711151 

 

 

 

 



Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Offering:   Jesus is coming soon, to bring his way of healing, wholeness and life. 

We give thanks and praise as we lift up our tithes and offerings to the Lord. Please 

take a moment now to make an electronic offering to the church on the website, 

with the Tithe.ly app or write a check and send it in.  

 

 

 
 



Offering Hymn: “What Child Is This”    Red Book # 296 
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Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “Lord in your mercy,” 

please respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen 



Announcements 

Benediction: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine 

upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give you 

peace. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

Hymn: “Joy to the World”       Red book # 267 

 
Public Domain 

*Dismissal 

P Go in peace, serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God!  

Postlude 


