Gloriously God — The Father — Lovingly Adopted

He is the Lord

The term Lord is found 7,776 times in 6,603 out of 31,086 verses of the Bible. John Frame
He Reveals Himself at Father

Paul, an apostle—sent not from men nor by a man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him
from the dead— 2and all the brothers and sisters with me, To the churches in Galatia: * Grace and peace to
you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,* who gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the
present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, >to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
Galatians 1

2who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of
the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance.
1 Peter 1:2

The Father Loves Us

“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. 2 Corinthians 13:14

3 praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with
every spiritual blessing in Christ.* For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and
blameless in his sight. In love ® he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance
with His pleasure and will...Ephesians 1

God Wants our Relationship with Him to be Joy-filled

? An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. ° But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. | bring you good news that will cause great joy for all
the people. 11Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. Luke 2

You don't have to be alone in your hurt! Comfort is yours. Joy is an option. And it's all been made possible by
your Saviour. He went without comfort so you might have it. He postponed joy so you might share in it. He
willingly chose isolation so you might never be alone in your hurt and sorrow. Joni Eareckson Tada

The Lorp has made his salvation known and revealed his righteousness to the nations. > He has

remembered his love and his faithfulness to Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God
% Shout for joy to the LoRD, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with music; > make music to the Lorp with the
harp, with the harp and the sound of singing, ® with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn— shout for

joy before the LoRD, the King Psalm 98

The key to Christian living is a thirst and hunger for God. And one of the main reasons people do not
understand or experience the sovereignty of grace and the way it works through the awakening of
sovereign joy is that their hunger and thirst for God is too small. John Piper



Your Relationship with God is not Joy-filled When

. You often succumb to temptation
° Suffering and loss fill you with fear
° Your service feels like drudgery

. Your witness feels like duty

° Your sacrifices feel like ‘sacrifices’

He is the Father of our World

2 Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or
about your body, what you will wear. 2 For life is more than food, and the body more than clothes.?* Consider
the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much
more valuable you are than birds! 2 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your life? % Since you
cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?

27 «Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet | tell you, not even Solomon in all his
splendor was dressed like one of these. 2 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today,
and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! Luke 12

He is our Father

% For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God.*® The Spirit you received does not make
you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to
sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” ®The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s
children. ¥ Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we
share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. Romans 8

o We Call Him Father
U He Adopts Us

o We are His Children
. He Disciplines Us

%1n your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. *> And have you
completely forgotten this word of encouragement that addresses you as a father addresses his son? It says,
“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,® because the
Lord disciplines the one he loves, and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.”

7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are not disciplined by
their father? ®If you are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—then you are not legitimate, not
true sons and daughters at all. ® Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we
respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of spirits and live! 10They disciplined us
for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in his
holiness. ** No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of
righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. Hebrews 12

o We are His Heirs



