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Rev. Dr. Barbara Fullerton, East Plains United Church, Burlington 
 

With the recent #MeToo campaign to raise awareness of sexual assault 

and sexual harassment, many of my clergy colleagues began asking 

whether Mary the Mother of Jesus could have said “Me, too.” In the 

Annunciation story, a very young teenage girl was told by a powerful 

male figure what is going to happen to HER body, in its most intimate 

spaces. We read that story back on the First Sunday in Advent and will 

hear it again this afternoon at the Covenanting Service. 

For now, just sit with this thought, this very uncomfortable thought. 

Don’t try to look for proof of her consent, or argue that contemporary 

notions of consent did not apply in ancient times. Hold those thoughts 

and just sit in the moment with young Mary. 

Even in those times in which she lived, she seems to know her body 

belongs to her. She doesn’t ask what her fiancée will say, what her father 

will say. Nor does she ask what about the shame this would bring on her, 

her family, and their name. 

Rather, she testifies to the integrity of her body and that she controls it. 

Her question to the angel is, “How can this be?” Read between the lines: 

“Since I have NOT done and will NOT bring shame on Joseph and my 

family by doing what would get me pregnant, how would this thing 

work?” At this point, she is withholding consent. She has questions and 

has not agreed to this. Not yet. 

This is a significant moment after hearing, “This is what will happen to 

and in your body,” before she submits to what she accepts is God’s will.  
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Does she actually HAVE a choice? The story, and the world in which that 

story was written, would say no. The angel has already said, “This is what 

is going to happen.” Which sounds to me like a “me too” story. 

In a world that did not likely recognize her ownership of her own body, 

and which did not know of our modern notions of consent, this very 

young woman had the nerve and courage to question a messenger of 

God about what would happen to HER body BEFORE giving her consent. 

That is important. That gets lost when we jump straight to her consent.  

Before Mary said, “yes,” she said, “wait a minute, explain this to me.” 

After the angel supposedly explained the mechanics of the conception 

that is to take place, the divine conception accepted by traditional 

orthodoxy, he is STILL saying, “This will happen to you.” Only after the 

explanation does she consent, using the problematic language of the text, 

the problematic language of her world, “Indeed, I am the woman-

servantslave of the Lord.” (The very name “Lord” is a slaveholding title.) 

Mary’s submission is in the vernacular of slavery, as is much of the 

Gospel.  

Slaves had no right to protect the integrity of their bodies or control of 

their sexuality or reproduction. We often soften the language to 

“servant,” particularly with reference to our relation to God, but the 

language of slavery runs through the whole bible and is often found 

without critique on the lips of Jesus and Paul, as men of their times. 

In this light, Mary’s consent is troubled and troubling. “Let it be with me 

according to your word.” Given what we know about power dynamics 

and hierarchy, how could she have said anything else?  
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For those who doubt the likelihood of a virgin birth, knowing what we do 

about the scientific facts of reproduction, one theory about how Mary 

was impregnated—if Joseph was not the father—is that she may have 

been physically raped. That, indeed, would make her one who identifies 

with those who are saying today, “Me too.” And it makes the whole story 

of Jesus more poignant, if so. 

Would Mary say, “me too”? Perhaps not. A close reading shows her 

presumably powerless in every way, but sufficiently empowered to talk 

back to the messenger of God, determine for herself, and grant what 

consent she could—no matter how the pregnancy was initiated, and no 

matter the power of the One doing it.  

And yet, in that moment after being TOLD by someone else what would 

happen to her, she became not just the Mother of the Promised One, but 

the holy sister of all who do say today, “Me too.”i 

My wondering about the women who are now coming forward and 

reporting harassment and abuse is, did they feel at the time that they 

could say no? I would guess that many women did not say much at the 

time to things like unwelcome touching, because this was just the way 

the system worked, and we were sometimes too shocked to do anything 

but extricate ourselves and walk away without saying anything.  

Mary was basically powerless in her society. In her world, could she have 

imagined that she could say no? Likely not. 

And yet, she saw the opportunity in what would happen to her, and 

through her, what she would be part of. And out of that came her Song of 

Joy, the Magnificat. 



4 
 

4 
 

The reason we heard the passage from Isaiah last Sunday on the Third  

Sunday of Advent is that it is what Jesus read in his home synagogue at 

the beginning of his ministry, when he was asked to read scripture in 

worship and told his listeners that the passage was fulfilled in him. That  

he will bring good news to the oppressed, 

   to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

   and release to the prisoners. 

And Mary’s song is imagining similarly what God will do through this 

pregnancy. For God is the One who brings down the powerful from their 

thrones, 

   and lifts up the lowly;  

who has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.  

As Jesus’ Mother, she is the one who taught him everything he learned 

growing up, so her Song became his. 

Mary’s Song can be our song, no matter what has happened to us. We, 

too, can be agents for justice in our world. Individually and collectively as 

a faith community.  

It is here that we are offered courage and strength to care for loved ones 

with dementia, and to advocate for better care for them.  

It is here that we advocate Love for all, including all who are marginalized. 

 It is here that we welcome all people. 

It is here that we work for justice in our community and the wider world, 

living out the Kin-dom of God.  

It is here that we are offered comfort and hope when we grieve and 

where we do the same for others.  
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It is here that we find support from others who gather with us.  

And it is here that we are offered deep LOVE for the healing of whatever 

ails us and offer that back to the world.  

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 

 

i Rev. Wil Gafney, Ph. D., Biblical Scholar, Seminary Professor, Episcopal priest. Posted on 26 November 2017 at 

http://www.wilgafney.com/2017/11/26/did-mary-say-me-too/,  
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