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We are nearing the end of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. 
 I don’t know about you 
  But I’m kind of tired. 
   I mean this journey has been rigorous. 
 
All the same I feel that more than ever 
 I have a better understanding of what Jesus is looking for 
  In a faithful follower. 
 
Jesus’ sermon gets into the nitty-gritty of discipleship. 

 
The topics addressed have been wide and varied. 
 He’s taken on character and morality, 
  Piety and ambition. 
 
Jesus has talked about mending broken relationships. 
 And now near the end of his sermon 
  He talks about consequences. 
 
Jesus wants us to be aware 
 That there are consequences to deciding to follow him 
  And consequences to evading his teaching. 
 
Jesus warns us that the easy way  
 Isn’t always the best way. 
  That the route of least resistance 
   May in fact take us where we don’t want to go: 
 
[His words:] “Don’t look for shortcuts to God.  

The market is flooded with surefire,  
easygoing formulas for a successful life  

that can be practiced in your spare time.  

Don’t fall for that stuff, even though crowds of people do.  
The way to life—to God!—is vigorous  

and requires total attention.”i 
 
Jesus warns us that the easy way is not always the best way. 
 And then he reminds us not to trust every teacher. 
  
(His words: )“Be wary of false preachers who smile a lot,  

dripping with practiced sincerity.  
 
Chances are they are out to rip you off some way or other.  

Don’t be impressed with charisma; look for character.  
Who preachers are is the main thing, not what they say.”ii 

 
Jesus warns us that the easy way is not always the best way, 
 That many will try to mislead us. 
  And then he reminds us about the dangers of self-deception; 
   How easily we avoid following God’s way. 
 
I find this last section 

Of our Gospel lesson, a very interesting section. 
 
Jesus imagines the day of Final Judgement 
 Where people are strutting up to him 
  showcasing their impressive accomplishments 

in hopes of being deemed good disciples: 
 
[My paraphrase:] “Master we preached your message to packed auditoriums, 
 We took on forces of injustice and evil. 
  Our church projects had the whole town talking. 
   You must be proud of what we’ve done!” 
 
[Let me paraphrase that paraphrase:] 
 We taught Sunday School for decades. 

We sang at all the biggest weddings and funerals. 
   We were on the redevelopment team 
    That saved the church’s bacon. 
     There are now millions in the bank! 
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Now that’s pretty impressive. 
 We are all listening! 
   
But what is Jesus’ response: 
 “Sorry, you missed the boat. 
  You and your crew  

are not welcome here.”iii  
 
Jesus response surprises us. 
 We didn’t expect such a reaction 
  To these impressive credentials, 
   These shining resumes. 
 
But Jesus, we find out, is less concerned  
 About the demonstration of our gifts 
  About the accumulation of great achievements. 
 
Jesus is more concerned about whether or not 
 We are simply obedient; 

Whether we spent our lives serving God’s will. 
 
We don’t think that we can avoid obedience, 
 Do we? 
 
Well it’s worth considering… 
 
I think many of us have bought into the idea 
 That our ‘performances’ serve as a sort of proxy 
  A substitute for obedience. 
 
That as long as we exercise our gifts with a flourish 
 Jesus will overlook the fact that we don’t keep 
  All his teaching, all his commands. 
 
We see this operating in the world around us. 
 People avoid living up to the various sets of standards 
  Because of their accomplishments or gifts. 
 
 
 

The production company caves in under her tantrums 
 because she is an A-list actress. 

The last assistant was fired because 
   He forgot to take the brown M&Ms  
    Out of the candy bowl. 
 
The law firm puts up with the bully  
 Pushing his way among them. 
  All because his department is bringing in money 
   During the recession. 
 
The political party turns a blind eye 
 To their leader’s ongoing moral failings. 
  Why? He’s in tight with the donors. 
   And they are still ahead in the polls. 
 
In case you think I’m making this up… 
 
Just consider the case of Jian Ghomeshi, 
 Former beloved host of the CBC radio-show ‘Q’. 
 
Listen to what was written about him  
 In MacLean’s magazine. 
 
“Although Ghomeshi was not the boss at the show,  

he was the “talent”—and the place operated as his fiefdom of sorts 
 a workplace with exacting standards  

and often cruel punishment  
for those who didn’t live up to them… 
 
 

The trauma and unhappiness within the unit was known within CBC… 
And yet, CBC management never intervened.  

A producer who has alleged that Ghomeshi [harassed her] 
reported she was told by the executive producer  

to try to work around it…”iv   
 
So if the management allegedly knew 
 Why didn’t they respond to this problem? 
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We can only imagine that they saw him 
 So important to the continued success of their operations 
  That they were willing to tolerate this inappropriate behavior. 
 
CBC finally recognised that this couldn’t continue. 
 Even their ‘star’ would be called to account.  
 
I think Jesus would agree that giftedness  

doesn’t excuse disobedience. 
Jesus wants us to do God’s will. 

 
Someone might argue, 
 ‘I thought we weren’t saved by works?’ 
  No we aren’t saved by works 
   But we will be judged by our works. 
 
Which bring up the inevitable question: 
 What are the works we are giving our lives to?v 
 
Have we been challenging ourselves  
 To keep our thinking pure, 
  To speak truthfully, 
   To judge lovingly? 
 
Have we been reminding ourselves  
 To show mercy, 
  Live meekly, 
   To forgive our debtors, 
    And turn the other cheek? 
 
Or have we convinced ourselves that as long as I 
 Exercise my God-given talents 
  None of this really applies?  
 
Self-deception can be dangerous… 
 
Jesus consider Jesus’ story. 

If outstanding Christian leaders  
Who amaze everyone with their abilities 

Cannot hide behind their religious achievements 

Then what about us?vi 
 What about us? 
 
As I was preparing for this sermon 

I came across a “story of a West Indian women in London 
who had just been told her husband had been tragically killed 

in a street accident… 
 
She sank into the corner of the sofa  

and sat there rigid and unhearing.  
 
For a long time [the woman suffered for days] 

her terrible trancelike look  
embarrassed her family, friends,  

and officials who came and went.  
 
Then the schoolteacher of one of her children,  

an Englishwoman, called and,  
seeing how things were,  

went and sat down beside her.  
 
The teacher put an arm around the tight shoulders  

of the grieving wife.  
A white cheek touched the brown.  

 
Then as the unrelenting pain seeped through to her,  

the newcomer’s tears began to flow quietly, 
falling on their two hands linked in the woman’s lap.  

 
For a long time that was all that was happening.  

Then at last the West Indian woman began to sob.  
 
Still not a word was spoken.  

After a while the visitor got up and left,  
leaving her monetary contribution  

to help the family meet its immediate practical needs…” 
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This isn’t a story that you will find 
 In the Reader’s Digest or in the local newspaper. 
  Not a remarkable achievement that will 
   Get any press. 
 
[And the commentator who told this story observes]  

This is [in fact] what Jesus wants from us:  
not our gifts but our life,  

not what brings us honor  
but what serves the neighbor.  

 
At the [last] judgement 

Jesus will not ask us about our gifts.  
He will ask if our cheeks  

have touched the cheeks of those who suffer,  
if our hands have held the hands  

of those who endure pain,  

i Matthew 7:13-14 MSG 
ii Matthew 7:15-17 MSG 
iii Riff on Peterson’s translation of Matthew 7:21-23 MSG 
iv Anne Kingston “Jian Ghomeshi: How he got away with it” Maclean’s 

November 6, 2014 www.macleans.ca/news/canada/jian-ghomeshi-how-he-got-
away-with-it/   

 
and if our gifts are directed to those who most need them.vii  
 
Jesus is more interested in our mundane faithfulness 
 Than our monumental accomplishments; 
  With God obedience trumps giftedness. 
 
So may we learn to DO those deeds 
 That are the will of our Father in heaven. 
  May we walk that narrow road. 
   May we produce much fruit. 
 
And on the day of Final Judgement 
 May we be welcomed as good and faithful servants. 
  Amen. 
    

v See Scot McKnight Sermon on the Mount 270 
vi See Douglas R. A. Hare Matthew 85-86 
vii Scot McKnight Sermon on the Mount 271,272 

                                                           


