Religion is a Crutch
Parental warning: the following passage of scripture
describes a story that is disturbing, violent, and graphic
in nature.

Judges 19:1, 16, 21, 22-30; 21:25 (ESV)
In those days, when there was no king in Israel, a certain
Levite was sojourning in the remote parts of the hill
country of Ephraim, who took to himself a concubine
from Bethlehem in Judah. . . . And behold, an old man
was coming from his work in the field at evening. . . [and]
he brought him into his house. . . . 22 As they were making
their hearts merry, behold, the men of the city, worthless
fellows, surrounded the house, beating on the door. And
they said to the old man, the master of the house, “Bring
out the man who came into your house, that we may
know him.” 23 And the man, the master of the house, went
out to them and said to them, “No, my brothers, do not
act so wickedly; since this man has come into my house,
do not do this vile thing. 24 Behold, here are my virgin
daughter and his concubine. Let me bring them out now.
Violate them and do with them what seems good to you,
but against this man do not do this outrageous thing.”
25
But the men would not listen to him. So the man seized
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his concubine and made her go out to them. And they
knew her and abused her all night until the morning. And
as the dawn began to break, they let her go. 26 And as
morning appeared, the woman came and fell down at
the door of the man’s house where her master was, until
it was light.
And her master rose up in the morning, and when he
opened the doors of the house and went out to go on his
way, behold, there was his concubine lying at the door of
the house, with her hands on the threshold. 28 He said to
her, “Get up, let us be going.” But there was no answer.
Then he put her on the donkey, and the man rose up and
went away to his home. 29 And when he entered his
house, he took a knife, and taking hold of his concubine
he divided her, limb by limb, into twelve pieces, and sent
her throughout all the territory of Israel. 30 And all who
saw it said, “Such a thing has never happened or been
seen from the day that the people of Israel came up out
of the land of Egypt until this day; consider it, take
counsel, and speak.” . . . In those days there was no king
in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.
27

INTRODUCTION:
“In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.” Judges 21:25

A. What a King Does
A king is a man who has the authority to rule and reign over a certain area and people.

B. Why do we need a king?









Symptoms of depression and anxiety are on an eighty-year upswing among young people and a
twenty-year upswing among adults.
Each generation is experiencing depression at earlier ages.
Since 1985 people are reporting lower levels of life satisfaction.
Stress levels have risen over the past thirty years.
Drug overdoses have hit an all-time high.
Feelings of loneliness are up.
of Canadian marriages end in divorce.
Wealthy countries and wealthy neighbourhoods have higher suicide rates than poor countries and
poor neighbourhoods.

We fail to rule ourselves, society, or the world. As a result, we are enslaved to sin, dark powers, and death.

C. How Christmas reveals the ultimate king
“I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and
you will strike his heel.” Genesis 3:15
“The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the rulers staff from between his feet, until he comes to whom it belongs and the obedience of the nations is his.” Genesis 49:1
“Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his
kingdom establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.” Isaiah 9:7
“The God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will
crush all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure forever.” Daniel 2:45

“A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David.” Matthew 1:1
“Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship
him.” Matthew 2:2
“Repent for the kingdom of heaven is near.” Matthew 3:2
“The time has come…the kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!” Mark 1:15
“Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy
him who holds the power of death – that is, the devil – and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by
their fear of death.” Hebrews 2:14
“He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that
stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross. And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he
made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.” Colossians 2:13

“In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.
He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign
power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion
that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.” Daniel 7:13-14
“The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.” Romans 16:11

Our Response
1. Bow before your rightful King
2. Live for the glory of your King

