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Virtual Worship Service 
 

 

 

WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher presides and offers a Christmas message. 

Carol Sing-along – Nell Howard and choir members 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 
Opening Christmas Carol:  CP 118 “O Come All Thee Faithful”  
(Text: Stanza 1,2,3, and 5 John Francis Wade {1711-1786}, stanza 4 Etienne-Jean-Francois Borderies 1822; 
translated by Frederick Oakley {1802-1880} and William T. Brooke {1848-1917}. ©1961 Oxford University Press. 
 

   O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
   O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem: 
   Come and behold him, born the king of angels; 
   

Refrain: 
   O come let is adore him, O come let us adore him,  
   O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 
   God of God, Light of Light, 
   Lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb; 
   Very God, begotten not created:  Refrain 
 
   Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
   Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
   Glory to God in the highest:  Refrain 
 
   See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, 
   Leaving their flocks, draw near with lowly fear; 
   We too will thither bend our joyful footsteps:  Refrain 
 
   Yea, Lord we greet thee, this happy morning; 
   Jesus, to thee be glory given; 
   Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: Refrain 
 
Leader: Welcome to this service of worship on the Eve of Christmas 2020.   We hope that you 
enjoyed our carol sing. Thank you to our music director, Nell Howard, and our choir members 
for preparing the carols for this evening. My name is Paul Schumacher, and I am the interim 
priest-in-charge here at the Church of The Advent, during this time of transition.   
As we meet tonight, we begin by remembering the Songhees and Esquimalt nations, on whose 
traditional land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their story and their stewardship 
of the land and the water, the plants, and the animals, through the many generations.   
We invite you to come and join our readers, prayer leaders, music director and choir members, 
along with our technical team, as we offer prayer and praise to our Creator.  Come, for God 
loves us all and all are welcome in this space. 
 
Scripture Sentence of the Day:  Scripture shares with us, “I bring you good news of a great joy 
which will come to all the people; for to you is born this day a Saviour, Christ the Lord.” 



Lighting of the Advent Candle:   Tonight, we light the Christ candle.  Please join us as Kathy 
leads us in prayer. 
 
This past Sunday was the final Sunday of Advent, and we lit four candles: the candle of Hope 
(purple), the candle of Love (purple), the candle of Joy (pink), and the candle of Peace (purple).  
 
Tonight, on Christmas Eve, we now light the white candle, the Christ candle, which symbolizes 
the Light – along with the hope, love, joy, and peace – that Christ brought into the world.  
 
Please join me in the spirit of this prayer: 
Almighty God, we thank you for the birth of the Christ child in Bethlehem, as announced by 
the angels on this holy night. May the mystery of the Word made flesh fill our souls with 
wonder and yearning. Change our hearts from a busy inn to a quiet chamber for your glory. 
May we who are gathered here virtually join in the song of the angels, share the delight of 
the shepherds, and adore him with the wise men.  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 
Greeting: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
And the love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Act of Praise:  A Prayer (from the Lutheran prayer book) 
Please join me in the spirit of this prayer: 
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that 
here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the 
brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reign with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Collect of the Day:  Eternal God, this holy night is radiant with the brilliance of your one true 
light. As we have known the revelation of that light on earth, bring us to the splendour of 
your heavenly glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED  
 
Psalm: 96 (BAS Pg. 834) 
1 Sing to the Lord a new song; * sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. 
 
2 Sing to the Lord and bless his name; * proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to 
day. 
 



3 Declare his glory among the nations * and his wonders among all peoples. 
 
4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; * he is more to be feared than all gods. 
 
5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * but it is the Lord who made the 
heavens. 
 
6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * Oh, the power and the splendour of his 
sanctuary! 
 
7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; * ascribe to the Lord honour and power. 
 
8 Ascribe to the Lord the honour due his name; * bring offerings and come into his courts. 
 
9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * let the whole earth tremble before him. 
 
10 Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is king! * he has made the world so firm that it 
cannot be moved; he will judge the peoples with equity.” 
 
11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that is in it; *  
let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
 
12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the Lord when he comes, * 
when he comes to judge the earth. 
 
13 He will judge the world with righteousness *  and the peoples with his truth. 
 
Second Reading:  Titus 2:11-14 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and 
worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 
while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity 
and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
  
For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn of the Day: CP 146 “Twas in the Moon of Wintertime”  
(Words: Brian Wren 1985, Music: Joan Collier Fogg 1987. Words and music ©1989 Hope Publishing Company) 

   
‘Twas in the moon of wintertime, when all the birds had fled, 
That mighty Gitchi Mantou sent angel choirs instead; 
Before their light the stars grew dim,  
And wandering hunters heard the hymn: 

  
Refrain:   
Jesus your king is born, Jesus is born, in excelsis gloria. 

  
  Within a lodge of broken bark the tender babe was found; 
  A ragged robe of rabbit skin enwrapped his beauty round. 
  But as the hunter braves drew nigh, 
  The angel song ran loud and high. 
       

Refrain 
 
  The earliest moon of wintertime is not so round and fair 
  As was the ring of glory on the helpless infant there. 
  The chiefs from far before him knelt with gifts of fox and beaver pelt.   
 

Refrain 
 
  O children of the forest free, beloved of Manitou, 
  The holy child of earth and heaven is born today for you. 
  Come kneel the radiant boy, who brings you beauty, peace, and joy. 

 
Refrain 

 
Gospel: Luke 2: 1-20 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to 
their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and 
family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn. 



 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing 
you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying,  
 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
   and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’  
 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let 
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and 
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 
all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Christmas Carol: CP 119 “Silent Night”  
(Text: Joseph Mohr {1792-1848}; Translation: John Freeman Young {1820-1885}; Music: Melody Franz Xaver 
Gruber {1787-1863}, alt. harm. Carl H. Reinecke {1824-1910}) 

   
Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright 

  Round yon virgin mother and child. 
  Holy infant so tender and mild, 
  Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
  Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight: 
  Glories stream from heaven afar, 
  Heavenly hosts sing alleluia, 
  Christ the Saviour is born, Christ the Saviour is born. 
 
  Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 
  Radiant beams from thy holy face, 
  With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
  Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 
Christmas Greetings: Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher 
 
Affirmation of Faith:   
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  



I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  
 

Prayers of the People December 24, 2020 
 

Holy Spirit living within us, guide our hearts and minds as we welcome all those who worship 
with us.  Help us to recognize each person as an individual sent by you who will enrich our 

loves.  And most of all, O God, let this be a place of love and acceptance of all your children. 
 

I will end each petition with GOD OF LOVE 
Please respond with GRANT OUR PRAYER 

 
In this holy night, angels proclaimed the peace of your unconquered Son of righteousness. 

Strengthen all who work for peace and justice. 
GOD OF LOVE   GRANT OUR PRAYER 

 
In this holy night, you came to us in a child cradled in a borrowed bed of straw as there was no 

room in the inn. Open our hearts to the needs of the homeless and the hungry. 
GOD OF LOVE   GRANT OUR PRAYER 

 
In this holy night, shepherds and outcasts heard your good news. Give us grace to spread your 

gospel of joy and liberation. 
GOD OF LOVE   GRANT OUR PRAYER 

 
In this holy night, we rejoice at the coming of this time of re-creation. Be with those who travel, 

enrich our rejoicing, and strengthen the bonds between us. 
GOD OF LOVE   GRANT OUR PRAYER 

 
In this holy night, Christians throughout the world are celebrating Christ's birth. Unite us in one 

family that we may shine with the one light that scatters all our darkness. 
GOD OF LOVE   GRANT OUR PRAYER 

 
In this holy night, heaven and earth embrace, and in your true child you give us power to be 

your children. Fulfil in your love all who have gone before us in the faith. 



May we, like them, remain faithful to the mystery of the Word made flesh and live in your 
eternal light. 

GOD OF LOVE   GRANT OUR PRAYER 
 

Hear these prayers we bring to you and fulfil your purposes in us in the name of Jesus, your 
incarnate Word. 

May the love of God watch over you. May the peace of Christ fill your heart. 
May the presence of the Holy Spirit fill you and speak to you in your dreams. 

A Blessed Christmas to you and your families! 
Amen. 

 
Christmas Carol: CP 138 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”  
(Text: Charles Wesley {1701-1788}, alt., Music: Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy {1809-1847}; adapt. William Hayman 
Cummings {1835-1915}; alter. Harm. David Willcocks {1919-}. Altern. Harmony © 1961 Oxford University Press.) 

      
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King, 

  Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
  God and sinners reconciled.” 
  Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
  With the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
  

Refrain:  
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.” 

 
  Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord; 
  Late in time behold him come, 
  Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
  Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail the incarnate deity, 
  Pleased as one of us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel! 
 
  Refrain 
 
  Hail, the heaven born Prince of Peace! 
  Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
  Light and life to all he brings, 
  Risen with healing in his wings. 
  Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
  Born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth. 
  

Refrain 
 
 
 
 



The Lord’s Prayer:  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray… 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing:  
May the peace of God which passes all understanding,  
Keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge of God, our Creator, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, And the Holy Spirit, our Comforter.   
And may the blessing of the God the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you this day and 
forever more.  Amen. 
 
Commissioning Carol:  CP 154 “Joy To The World”  
(text: Isaac Watts {1674-1748} alt; Music: Melody William Holford, Voce de Melodia, 1835; adapted by Greorge 
Frideric Handel {1685-1759}; harmony Lowell Mason {1792-1872}.  

   
Joy to the world! The Lord is come: 
Let earth receive the King; 
Let every heart prepare him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and heaven and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the earth! The saviour reigns: 
Let us glad songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
 
 
 
 



No more let wrongs and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make his blessings flow 
Far as our sin is found, 
Far as our sin is found, 
Far as, far as our sin is found. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of his righteousness 
And wonders of his love, 
And wonders of his love, 
And wonders, wonders of his love. 
 
Merry Christmas, everyone!  God Bless Us, one and all! Amen 

    
 


