
THE CONFUSED CHURCH 

 

Back in 1871, an American named Heinrich Schliemann began excavating an ancient city in Northern 

Turkey. In ended up being identified as the lost city of Troy. Today you can visit the ruins.  You can 

see the heavy fortifications, the 16 feet thick walls that protected the city.  According to the Homer’s 

Iliad, the Greeks besieged Troy for years without success. After the death of the warrior Achilles, 

many wanted to give up the fight. But king Odysseus came up with a plan.  They built an immense 

wooden horse and hid some warriors inside it.  They left the horse at the gates of Troy and then the 

Greek army sailed away.  The Trojans thought the Greeks had given up so they accepted their gift and 

brought it inside the gates.  That night, while the Trojans were sleeping, the Greek ships returned and 

the city gates were opened and the city fell.  They were defeated from within.  Likewise, often the 

greatest enemy the church faces is not from those outside the church, but from those within it. 

 

Today we are continuing in our series 7 Churches looking at the 7 churches in Revelation and we come 

to the letter to the second church, the church in Pergamum. 

 

Revelation 2:12-17  To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: These are the words of him who 

has the sharp, double-edged sword.  13  I know where you live -- where Satan has his throne. Yet you 

remain true to my name. You did not renounce your faith in me, even in the days of Antipas, my 

faithful witness, who was put to death in your city -- where Satan lives.  14  Nevertheless, I have a few 

things against you: You have people there who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to 

entice the Israelites to sin by eating food sacrificed to idols and by committing sexual immorality.  15  

Likewise you also have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans.  16  Repent therefore! 

Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.  17  He 

who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will give 

some of the hidden manna. I will also give him a white stone with a new name written on it, known 

only to him who receives it. 

 

The church in Pergamum had a lot of issues.  Last week we talked about the church at Ephesus.  For all 

their success, they had lost their first love.  You remember we talked about the fact that Jesus said that 

Ephesus did have one thing going for it, that they had not allowed false teachers like the Nicolaitans to 

have a foothold.  We see in Pergamum that this was not the case.  There were false teachers who had 

come into the church and substituted the truth of God’s word with the lies of the Roman culture they 

lived in.  The church in Pergamum was a confused church.  It was a mixture of truth and error. 

 

What do you do when you are confused about the truth?  What do you do when you not know the 

difference between the truth and a lie?  You do these four things: 

 

1. Respect God’s Word 

 

The first thing Jesus says to the church is “These are the words of him who has the sharp, double-

edged sword.”  The sword represents the words of Jesus.  The truth of God’s word.  We see this 

imagery used in the first chapter; 

 

Revelation 1:16  In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double- 

edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. 

 

The sword is coming out of Jesus’ mouth.  That means his words.  Not just the spoken words of Jesus 

but also the written word of God.  It means the bible.  We see this imagery with Paul; 



Ephesians 6:17  Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

 

The word of God is described as being a sword.  It what way is it a sword? 

 

Hebrews 4:12  For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 

penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of 

the heart. 

 

The bible is like a sword in that it declares truth.  It cuts between truth and error.  It separates what is 

true from what is false.  It is the ruler by which all truth is measured.   

 

We went to Wonderland a few weeks ago, and they have a place where you go to measure your kids.  

There is an exact standard, you have to be verified that you are tall enough before they will let you on 

the ride.  It cannot be just a matter of personal opinion, you go to one ride and the person says “sure, 

you look tall enough” and then you go to the next ride and they say “sorry, you are too short.”  There 

has to be an absolute standard rather than subjective opinion.   

 

The bible is important because it declares what truth is.  In a culture where lies are plentiful, an 

understanding of the bible is essential.  Notice that it says that God’s word is not only the measure by 

which we judge actions, it also judges “the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”  Not just what we do 

but also what we think and feel, the thoughts and emotions that accompany that action. 

 

The first thing that Jesus says to the confused church is that they need to understand the importance of 

God’s word.  They need to respect the authority and importance of the bible.  Without a standard there 

will always be confusing.  Without God’s word to guide us, the church will always struggle. 

 

Imagine going to a football game.  The field had no lines, there is no standard for judging distance.  

They run the ball and no one is sure if they made the ten yards for a first down or not.  They pass the 

ball into the end zone but they are not sure they are in or out because there is no line.  They just ask 

everyone, what do you think?  Do you think it is a goal or not?  That would be crazy.  Yet that is 

exactly what is happening all around us in society today.  People are trying to figure out truth by polls.  

If the majority feel that something is good, then it is good.   

 

The bible declared God’s truth to us.  It declares what is right and wrong.  God created us and has 

given us everything we need in life for success and significance.  When we live our lives in opposition 

to how He has created us there will always be problems.  Some people think that the bible is just a list 

of oppressive rules that are a burden.  They are not rules, they are goal lines.  They exist to tell us 

where we stand. 

 

In life you have to decide who is calling the shots.  Are you going to live your life according to your 

own standards or are you going to live your life according to God’s standards?  I have found personally 

that the more I rely on my own wisdom, the worse things tend to go in my life.  The more I rely on 

God’s wisdom, the more peace, joy and contentment I have.  If you want to have less confusion in your 

life, respect God’s word.  

 

2. Recognize the Danger of a Lie 

 

Along with the importance of respecting God’s word, you have to understand the danger of lies.  Lies 

are not just bad for you, they place you in bondage and ultimately destroy you. 



Rev 2:13  I know where you live -- where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true to my name. You 

did not renounce your faith in me, even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was put to 

death in your city -- where Satan lives.  14  Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: 

 

Notice the language, it is very strong.  He called Pergamum the city where satan has his throne, where 

satan lives.  Pergamum had at one time, been the capital city of Asia.  It was known for it’s spectacular 

architecture and many beautiful temples. 

 

There was the temple of Dionysus.  He was believed to be the son of Zeus.  Followers of Dionysus 

believed that if you came to the temple and ate raw meat and drank wine to the point of drunkenness 

that you would become one with Dionysus and gain eternal life.  Because of the drunkenness 

associated with it, Dionysus worship was so wild that it was outlawed in Rome where it was 

considered to be too immoral.   

 

Then there was the temple of Asclepius, the snake god of healing.  Priests would lead people through 

an underground tunnel and then drug them so that they would receive a vision of treatment from 

Asclepius.  They would be treated and then bow down before the statue of Asclepius to thank him for 

their healing.  They would then inscribe their name and the ailment from which they were cured on a 

large white stone as a testimony to the god. 

 

There were many other temples as well.  Jesus affirmed that the church had mostly remained faithful in 

the face of such evil practices, but then he says “I have a few things against you…”  He recognizes 

their successes but addresses their failures. 

 

Warren Wiersbe says about this church “Satan had not been able to destroy them by coming as a 

roaring lion but he was making inroads as a deceiving serpent.”   

 

Sometimes that happens in our lives.  We reject the big outward attacks of the devil but we end up 

falling for the little lies.  That is where sin often starts in the lives of Christians.  It is not the big 

obvious attacks of the devil, but in the little obscure temptations. 

 

The church in Pergamum had mostly rejected the religion around it, but the lies of the devil were 

beginning to have an effect.  The old habits and beliefs were making their way back into the hearts of 

the people.  They believed in Jesus, but what about the healing that was found through Asclepius?  

They were taught about purity, but what about the eternal life that was offered through Dionysus?   

 

The blending of two or more different beliefs is called syncretism.  We see this all over the world 

today.  When I was in Bolivia you would go to the market and there would be a person selling crosses 

and catholic icons, and next to it they would be selling aborted llama fetus.  They believed that if you 

buried a llama fetus in the foundation of a house when it was being built then it would protect the 

house from evil. In the church in Pergamum there was syncretism.  There was confusion.  

 

Rev 2:14 … You have people there who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the 

Israelites to sin by eating food sacrificed to idols and by committing sexual immorality. 

 

You can read the story of Balaam and Balak in Numbers 22-25.  Balak was the king of Moab and he 

saw the Israelites as a threat.  He hired Balaam to curse the nation of Israel so that he could attack and 

kill them.  The problem for Balak was that Balaam actually did hear from God. 



Even though he was hired to curse the Israelites he could only bless them.  But here the sin of Balaam 

is revealed.  Even though he could not curse them, he pulls Balak aside and tells him how to defeat 

them.  He says, “I can’t curse them, but here’s what you can do.  Send some of the pretty women of 

your country to dance in front of the Israelites.  They are going to become enticed by this.  They are 

going to be tempted and become involved with those women – relationally and sexually.  Because of 

that they will become involved with your idols, and God will not put up with that.  You do not have to 

attack Israel, God is going to punish them for you.” 

 

His plan worked exactly as he planned.  The Bible says in Numbers 25 that over 24,000 people were 

killed because they worshipped at the temples of the false gods.  So what is the sin of Balaam?  It is 

pleasure.  It is the sin of placing sex and pleasure before God in your life. 

 

Certainly we see the sin of Balaam all around us today, it is the temple of Dionysus.  It says that 

pleasure can meet your needs.  We live in a sex-crazed culture.  You see it everywhere.  You see it in 

the clothing that is sold, in the entertainment that is produced, in the pornography and advertising that 

is everywhere.  It says “Go indulge yourself.  Do whatever you want.” Even within the church people 

still fall for this lie.  Next to the teaching of Balaam Jesus mentions the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 

 

Rev 2:15  Likewise you also have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 

 

As we said last week, the Nicolaitans believed in the blending of Christianity with the Roman religious 

system.  It was a form of Antinomianism – meaning it rejected laws and legalism.  It taught that 

following Jesus had nothing to do with rules and regulations, so just do whatever you want to do. 

 

We also see this in the church today.  There is the idea that in order to reach the world around us we 

need to become like the world around us.  We cannot reach out to prostitutes unless we justify the act 

of prostitution.  We cannot be a church that welcomes homosexuals unless we justify and accept the 

practice of homosexuality.  The bible tells us to speak the truth in love.  Legalism says just declare the 

truth, no need to love people.  Antinomianism says just love people, no need for the truth.  Both are a 

lie.  Both love and truth are important. 

   

3. Repent of False Teaching 

 

If lies can destroy us, it is important that we recognize their importance and that we therefore have zero 

tolerance for them in the church.   

 

1 Timothy 6:3-4  If anyone teaches false doctrines and does not agree to the sound instruction of our 

Lord Jesus Christ and to godly teaching,  4  he is conceited and understands nothing. He has an 

unhealthy interest in controversies and quarrels about words that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, 

evil suspicions 

 

The goal of godly instruction is unity of purpose and mission.  It is bringing people together and seeks 

their good as they discover God’s will for their life.  The goal of false teaching is division.  It seeks to 

divide people and distract people from finding God’s will for their life. 

 

How can you tell a false teacher?  They are a divisive person.  They are always arguing and quarreling.  

Godly people seek harmony.  They respect leadership.  They seek the good of the church.  Divisive 

people seek their own agenda.  They place their own ideas and needs before the needs of the church.  

Everything is all about them. 



Some people are driven by the desire to always be right, that they are never proven wrong.  They have 

a hard time admitting guilt. They would rather win the fight and loose the friendship than admit they 

were wrong.  They have a need for controversy.    

 

Titus 3:9-10  But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and arguments and quarrels about the 

law, because these are unprofitable and useless.  10  Warn a divisive person once, and then warn him a 

second time. After that, have nothing to do with him. 

 

If you look on the internet there are whole sites that are devoted to essentially trashing every Christian 

leader who has ever lived.  They trash people like Billy Graham and Rick Warren.  You get the feeling 

that these people think they are the only holy ones who have ever lived.  They are right and everyone 

else on earth is wrong.   

 

It is OK to have an opinion, but when I disagree with a person there is always in my mind the 

understanding that they may be right and I may be wrong.  You can disagree without being 

disagreeable.  Some people are just disagreeable.  You say black, they say white.  You say one thing 

they ALWAYS say the opposite.  They try to bait you into arguments about theology.   

 

The bible says to warn people like that.  Maybe they were just having a bad day.  Maybe they just had 

an issue that was dear to their heart and felt it had to be heard.  Warn them once.  Then warn them 

again.  Be gracious.  Be available to understand and to listen.  But after that, have nothing to do with 

them.  Why?  Because it is a waste of time. 

 

I have a person that calls me sometimes to debate.  They always have some issue that is complex and 

difficult.  At first I tried to be patient and listen.  I would point out that the person was really not 

hearing both sides of the issue, that they were not listening.  Eventually I just gave up.  You can only 

really have a discussion with a person who is open to listening. 

 

4. Rejoice in Christ  

 

Jesus ends by saying, 

 

Rev 2:17  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who 

overcomes, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give him a white stone with a new name 

written on it, known only to him who receives it. 

 

Jesus offers two amazing things here.  The first is hidden manna.  What does that mean?  The children 

of Israel ate manna when they were in the desert.  It sustained them in the wilderness until they reached 

the promised land.  Before the manna stopped, some of it was put into a jar and placed in the ark of the 

covenant.  Generally, any manna that was not consumed the day or day after it was collected spoiled.  

That was make sure that the people did not horde it away, that they would trust for their daily bread 

from heaven.  The manna that was placed into the ark was special.  It did not spoil.  It was the hidden 

manna. 

 

So what does the hidden manna represent?  It is Jesus, the bread of life.  It is a picture of the fact that 

Jesus is the one who sustains us, that fulfills our needs.  The promise here is that Jesus is giving us 

himself.  He is offering us a relationship that sustains and meets all our needs.  A relationship that will 

continue on forever.   

 



The second thing Jesus offers is a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to him who 

receives it.  What does this mean?  It could have meant several things.  It those days a white stone 

would be thrown by a judge into a bowl to vote for acquittal in a trial.  Perhaps it relates to the fact that 

Jesus has redeemed us, declared us righteous in the eyes of the law.  White stones were often used as a 

bracelet that went around the wrist.  On that bracelet many times there would be a name written.  

Perhaps the image is of relationship, that Jesus offers relationship with us. 

 

Sometimes white stones would be used as a ticket to a banquet.  Your name would be on the stone and 

you would take it and give it for entrance to the banquet.  Certainly we can understand that imagery.  

The people of Pergamum associated the writing of their name on a white stone with the temple of 

Asclepius.  It was used as a testimony to what that god had done for them.  Perhaps Jesus is telling 

them here that He is their testimony, that He is the one who heals and sets free. 

 

Whatever it means, I think the important thing about the white stone is not the stone itself but what is 

written on it.  It is a name that nobody else knows but you.  Do any of you have a pet name for your 

husband or wife that nobody else knows?  Using that name is a sign of intimacy.  It is a sign of 

closeness.  Just like all of us have an individual relationship with our spouse, we have an individual 

relationship with Jesus.   

 

Bungleshrew. 

 

Many of us here have a relationship with Jesus, but for each one of us, that relationship is unique and 

special.  There is intimacy.  There are things about me that only Jesus understands, and only Jesus 

needs to understand.  That intimacy is part of what is going to make heaven so amazing. 

 

So what does Jesus offer to those who overcome.  He offers himself.  He offers a relationship with 

Him forever. 

 

What is the point?  There are so many lies and temptations all around us.  There are so many things in 

life that seek to distract us and lead us away from the truth.  There are so many things the devil will use 

to try and sidetrack us.  In the midst of all of that, Jesus is saying look at me. 

 

The best way to show that a stick is crooked is to place it next to a straight one -- D. L. Moody 

 

Dog competitions, avoiding all the treats because you are looking at the trainer. 

 

We do not reject false teaching just because it is wrong.  We do not avoid sin just because the bible 

says that we should not do it.  We avoid the imitation because we are in love with the real thing.  We 

reject the substitutes because the original I better.  It is not duty or religion that drives us, it is love.  

Our first love. 

 

Ravi Zacharias tells the story of a man who went to School in Wheaton with Billy Graham and later 

entered into politics. He was a popular man and rose in fame, popularity and power.  As he grew more 

successful he began to sacrifice his ethics and his morals. He had an affair. He divorced his wife and 

married a second wife.  When he realized that his faith did not match with what he was doing he 

walked away from his faith.  He began to promote the idea that "all roads lead to Rome."  When he 

addressed the United Nations he promoted the idea that there would be more peace in the world if we 

could just eliminate religion.  In the 1990s he was interviewed on a television program.  The 

interviewer asked him, “Were you not a fundamental, evangelical Christian?” He said, “Yes, I was, but 



I have moved away from all of that.”  The interviewer asked what he had sacrificed by doing that and 

he said “nothing.”  Then the interviewer asked a profound question.  He asked him, “What about 

Jesus?” And he was caught completely off guard.  He sat there in silence, and tears began to form in 

his eyes, and he said simply “I miss Jesus.”  What had he sacrificed in trying to live life in his own 

way?  Everything.  He knew in his heart that what he was doing was wrong.  He knew that he had put a 

barrier between himself and Jesus.  That is what sin does, it separates us from God.  It leads to false 

belief and false teaching.   

 

 

 


