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Welcome  

Call to Worship 
ONE: These are days of heavy clouds stifling sunlight,  
          the world burdened by gray gloom 

ALL:   Open our eyes, O Morning Star 
to the coming of your light 
that lifts darkness from our lives.  

ONE: Chill seeps deep into bones. 
Hearts grow rigid with frost-hardness.  
Souls wrap up against the lonely cold. 

ALL:  Open our souls, God With Us, 
to the warmth of your coming. 
Melt the hardness 
that keeps us from you and from each other. 

Bringing in of the Light 

*Hymn:   VU 1 – O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (vs. 1,5,6) 
 O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel  
     that mourns in lowly exile here  
     until the Son of God appear.  
         (Refrain) Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heavenly home;  
     make safe the way that leads on high,  
     and close the path to misery.  (R) 

 O come, O Dayspring, from on high, and cheer us by your drawing nigh; 
     disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  
     and death’s dark shadows put to flight. (R) 

Reading 1:  Psalm 22 
ONE:  My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  
           Why are you so far from helping me, so far from the words of my groaning? 

ALL:  O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer;  
          and by night, but I find no rest. 

ONE:  In you, our ancestors trusted. They trusted and you delivered them. 

ALL:   It was you who took me from the womb,  
you who kept me safe upon my mother's breast;  
since my mother bore me,  
you have been my God. 

ONE:  Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help. 



ALL:  God does not despise the affliction of the afflicted;  
          God does not hide from me.  
          When I cry to God, God hears me.  
          Thanks be to God! 
(A Time for Silence) 

Lighting the Candle of Grief and Fear 

Reading 2:  Isaiah 43 (a paraphrase) 
(A Time for Silence) 

Lighting the Candle of Courage 

Reading 3:  Revelations 21:1-5 
(A Time for Silence) 

Lighting the Candle of Promise 

Reading 4:  Wild Geese by Mary Oliver 
(A Time for Silence) 

Lighting the Candle of Great Love 

*Hymn:   VU 6 – A Candle Is Burning (vs. 1,4) 
 A candle is burning, a flame warm and bright,  
     a candle of hope in December’s dark night. 
     While angels sing blessings from heaven’s starry sky,  
     our hearts we prepare now for Jesus is nigh. 

 A candle is burning, a candle of love,  
     a candle to point us to heaven above.  
     A baby for Christmas, a wonderful birth,  

     for Jesus is bringing God’s love to our earth. 

Reflection 

Silence 

Lighting Candles in the Midst of the Darkness 

Anthem:  MV 71 – When the Wind of Winter Blows       (Christine C. & Bev S.) 

Prayers for Ourselves and Others 
ONE:  God of wisdom, we come to you this Christmas Season tired, in 

turmoil, and in pain. As the nights have grown longer, so has darkness 
grown and wrapped itself around our hearts. In this season of longest 
night, we ask your healing blessings upon all that we carry in our 
hearts -- sorrow we fear may never end, wounds we cannot even put 
into words. Lord, hear our prayer, 

ALL:  And in Your merciful love, answer. 

ONE:  God of mercy and compassion, there are those among us who are 
grieving over what might have been. Death or loss or terrible hurt has 
changed our experience of Christmas. We remember that once it was 
a special day for us, too, but someone or something precious has gone 
away from us in this life. We have lost a beloved, a job, a goal, a cause,  
a dream. We find ourselves adrift and alone. We are weary from the 
journey, and we have found no room at the inn. We come to you 
seeking rest, and peace, and shelter from the storm. Lord, hear our 
prayer. 

ALL:  And in Your merciful love, answer. 

ONE:  God of grace, in the spirit of the season, grant us what we need to 
comfort us as we journey through this Christmas season. We ask that 
you shelter and sustain all those of us, both here and throughout the 
world, who wander or want or weep or are heavy laden, that we may 
be lifted up in courage and journey on in Thy peace. Lord, hear our 
prayer. 

ALL:  And in Your merciful love, answer. 

ONE:  God of love, in this Christmas Season we embrace and offer up to you 
all that used to be which is now lost to us, and cannot be again. With 
celebration all around us, memories of what was, and fears of what 
may be, weigh heavy on our hearts. Please hold us close in your 
embrace, be near to us this night, until the light returns and morning 
comes. We pray all this in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray,  

ALL:  Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  
for Thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 

*Hymn:   VU 67 – Silent Night! Holy Night! (vs. 1,3) 
 Silent night! Holy night!  All is calm, all is bright 
     Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant so tender and mild, 
     Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 
     Radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
     Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

Blessing 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 


