
"Jesus’ Wish List" 
Matthew 2:1-12 

 
 
 
     Overview           Christmas is the season of giving.  This is that time of year when we put extra  

      effort into finding just the right gift for the people who are near and dear to us  
      (and for those who are in need). 
     
      This giving spirit is most properly inspired by God.  The Heavenly Father showed  
      Himself to be the Greatest Giver of all by sending His Son into the world to make  
      the greatest gift possible – that of forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 

  
It’s perhaps because we so desperately need God’s gifts that we fail to think 
what we might give back to Him.  And so the story of the magi is instructive – 
suggesting to us those gifts that we might give to bless the heart of God.  
 

 
  Getting Started  In the Spirit of Giving 

 
 1.   What kind of gift do you especially like to receive (e.g. jewelry, books, money, 
  chocolate, gift cards, etc.)? 
 
 2.   What’s the worst gift you have ever received (or seen someone receive)?   
  What’s the worst (or most inappropriate) gift you have ever given (or seen  

    given)?  
 
3.   What do you think would be the best gift you could give if you could not 
 spend any money doing so?   

 
 
     The Text    

 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi   
 from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king 
 of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”  

3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he 
had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was 
to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:  

6 “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;  

for out of you will come a ruler  
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”  

7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He 
sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, 
so that I too may go and worship him.”  

9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead 
of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 

 



11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. 
Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having 
been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 

     
              Matthew 2:1-12 (NIV) 
 
 
 The Video (optional)     “Jesus’ Wish List” – Matthew 2:1-12 - by Dennis Bunio, Dec. 13/20  
     (view at www.immanuelonline.ca) 
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Understanding 

 1.  Who is it that comes seeking Jesus in this account?  Much of this account  
  about  the magi has been romanticized and embellished in popular culture.  
  Consider the following (being careful to note what is said (and what is not  
  said): 
   - Were the wise men kings (verse 1)? 
   - What are their names (verse 1)? 

     - How many wise men were there (verse 1, 11)? 
     - What were they skilled in studying (verse 2)? 
     - Did the star lead them all the way to Bethlehem (verse 2 and  
      verse 9)?  
     - How did they know to go to Bethlehem (verse 5, 8)? 
      - Did they visit Christ in a manger (verse 11)? 
     - How old was Jesus when the wise men arrived (verse 11 - there  
      may also be a clue in verses 7 and 16)?  
 
   2.  What is Herod’s response to the news of the birth of the “King of the Jews”  
    (verse 3)?  Why would he react this way?  How does the city react  
    (and why)? 
 
   3.  What do the religious leaders say about where the Christ was to be born  
    (verse 5-6)?  Their response seems to be instructed by Micah 5:2.  How is 
    what Matthew reports different from Micah’s prophecy?  Why do you  
    suppose it is different? (Check out also Micah 5:4, 2 Sam. 5:1-2.) 
 

 

 



   4.  How does Herod react to the information he receives from the religious   
    authorities (verse 7-8)?  What strategies does he use to hide his true  
    intentions for the child (seen in verse 16)?  Why would the Jewish readers  
    of Matthew’s Gospel especially connect with this account (recall  
    Exodus 1:15-22, 3:7-10)? 
 
   5.  How do the wise men locate Jesus (verse 9)?   Do you think the star was a  
    physical phenomenon, a miracle or both (check Num. 24:15-19)?   
 
   6.  As the wise men see the star, they experience joy (verse 10).   What reasons  
    would they have to react in this way? 
 
   7.  What gifts do the wise men offer to the child as part of their worship?  How  
    are these gifts fitting for Him?  
 
   8.  How are the wise men rescued from Herod’s schemes (verse 12)?  What  
    might the manner of their rescue suggest about their relationship to the  
    one, true God? 
 
   
 
    
   Applying 
   1. What is the general attitude in Scripture towards those who study the stars  

   (see Jer. 10:2 and Isaiah 47:13-15)?  What does the fact that Matthew  
   includes the magi in his account suggest to you about God’s plan and the  
   way He works (recall Matthew 28:19)? 
 

   2.  Have you ever sensed God speaking to you or leading you in a way that is  
    uniquely suited to you?  How have you sensed God accommodating His  
    actions to your personality or situation as He has dealt with you?   What  
    does this tell you about how He views you? 
 
   3.  In what ways do people see Jesus as a threat today?  Have you ever viewed  
    Jesus as a threat to your reality?  How did you deal with that?  
   
   4.  Herod appears quite skilled at presenting himself as a sincere seeker desiring 
    to worship Christ.  Where, if at all, do you see people (both the churched  
    and unchurched) practicing a false piety today?   How do you believe  
    this problem could/should be addressed? 
 
   5.  The reappearance of the star causes the wise men to be overjoyed 
    (verse 10).  What about your faith causes you to be overjoyed?   
    
   6.  The gifts that are offered by the wise men emphasize Jesus as King, God and 
    man?  Which of these aspects of Jesus’ nature are you the most thankful  
    for today?  Why? 
 
   7.  This Christmas, in what new way might you express devotion, give praise or  
    surrender your heart to Jesus? 
 
 



 
Memory Verse(s) 

   6 “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;   
   for out of you will come a ruler  
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’”  
           

                          Matthew 2:6 (NIV) 
 
  
 
Extra Resources 

 
v “Jesus’ Wish List” – Matthew 2:1-12 - by Dennis Bunio, Dec. 13/20 (view 

at www.immanuelonline.ca).  By examining the gifts of the magi, Pastor 
Dennis draws attention to those gifts Jesus is looking for from us.  

v “The Star of Bethlehem” -  by T. Michael Davis (article at www.equip.org, 
June 1, 2014).  This article briefly reviews astronomical theories for the 
guiding star (and gives a different take on a supernatural explanation).  

v “Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh”  - by John Piper (article at 
www.desiringgod.org, devotional for Dec. 10).  In this short devo, Piper 
outlines how gift-giving can actually be an act of worship.  

 

 


