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Encounters with Jesus: Healing the 12s 
Luke 8:40-50 

November 17, 2013 
Dan Hoffman 

 
We live in a world that is hungry for healing.  Over the last two weeks stories 
have flooded in of the disaster in the Philippines, there are pictures of cargo 
ships tossed up on the shore, whole cities devastated, children wandering 
around looking for food – utter poverty at its worst.   
 
When tragedy strikes we remember that the world we live in is one that has been 
infected by the virus of sin which results in sorrow and suffering, pain and 
pestilence; we are reminded that no matter how good life may be the reality is 
everyone and everything everywhere is dying.  Death doesn’t care what country 
you are from, whether you are rich or poor, male or female, educated, 
sophisticated or medically attuned.  Ever since sin entered our picture death has 
been a reality and the grief and sorrow associated with it are immense.   
… 
This morning we are continuing our encounters series and will be looking at an 
account in Luke chapter 8 – you can turn there in your Bibles now.  It is a story 
that takes all the diversity within humanity into account and shows how we all 
have one thing in common – the desperate need for a Saviour. 
 
[Pray] 
 
Today the thesis that I want to prove to you is as follows: When imperfect 
people interrupt Jesus with faith they are transformed from trepidation to 
triumph for His glory. 
 
Look with me at Luke 8 verse 40. 
 
[Read Luke 8:40-43] 
 
This story is interesting in that Matthew, Mark and Luke, all include it.  Now many 
stories of Jesus only appear in one or two of the Gospels and it’s only those that 
are totally central that make it into all three – and this is one of those stories. 
 
And when I find stories like this I want to know what makes them special.  And as 
I studied this week I found that it is specifically the differences and similarities 
between these two characters that make this story so important.   
 
Both Jairus and the nameless woman are classically imperfect people, but they 
are imperfect in totally opposite ways.  Jairus is a ruler or leader in the 
synagogue, which is as high as you could climb in the Jewish first century 
community.   
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Leaders in the synagogue were in charge of both the religious and social 
administration of the community.  And it was an elected position and so to get it 
pretty much everyone had to look up to you. 
 
But this high position was his imperfection because Jesus had very little patience 
for these kinds of people.  While the synagogues were local religious 
establishments, they were connected very closely with the national religious 
world which was dominated by the Pharisees and Scribes.   
 
These were men who saw what Jesus did yet tried to trap Him in His words and 
eventually incited the people to crucify Him.  And Jesus didn’t like them.  He 
called them “white washed tombs”, “brood of vipers” and “children of the devil” – 
and when Jesus calls you a “child of the devil” it’s not good.  And Jairus was part 
of this crowd so when he came openly to Jesus it was a surprise.  And verse 41 
in the Greek starts with the word “behold” which was a way of saying “look this is 
surprising!” 
… 
The second person we are introduced to is an un-named woman with an 
incurable problem – at least this is the way doctor Luke talks about it.  Mark who 
wasn’t a doctor puts it in a different light and tells us: 

She had suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors and spent 
all she had (Mark 5:26) 
 

But Luke sees this differently – she was incurable.  Funny how perspective works 
isn’t it. 
 
Now it is obvious from the way the text speaks that her problem was womanly in 
nature, but other than that Luke doesn’t give us any details – he doesn’t have to.  
The Old Testament law dictated that any person, male or female, with a bodily 
discharge was unclean and in need of purification.1   
 
And while they were unclean they were restricted from going to the synagogue or 
the temple, they were even restricted from touching other people – even their 
own family members – because being unclean could be passed from person to 
person.  God made this rule to remind the Jews that they were spiritually in need 
of purification and capable of infecting those around them.  
 
So this woman was in a world of hurt.  Socially she was totally ostracized and 
obviously imperfect.  But opposite to Jairus, if you know Jesus you know that He 
loved people like this.  Jesus was constantly interacting with those on the 
margins of society – the poor, the oppressed, the sick and the socially outcast.  
And so when this woman is introduced in verse 43 there is no “behold” in the text 
because there is no surprise here. 
 

                                            
1 See Leviticus 15:1-3 and 19  
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So both Jairus and this woman come from imperfect but opposite places.  “One 
is a man, one is a woman. One is rich, one is poor. One is revered and exalted, 
the other is vilified and despised. One is respected, one is rejected. One is used 
to being honored, one is used to being scorned… One leads the synagogue, and 
the other is excommunicated from the synagogue. And here you see the Savior 
embracing the extremes.”2 
 
And this is good news for us because there is a lot of diversity in this room.  We 
are men and women, some of us are well off, others have never had an extra 
$10 to our name.  Some are socially respected, others have never fit in.  Some 
have been recognized as spiritual leaders, others have been viewed as not 
having much to contribute.  But extremes don’t bother Jesus.  He is big enough 
to handle you wherever you are. 
 
And so it isn’t the differences but the similarities between these people that 
makes this story powerful.  Both these imperfect people interrupt Jesus with 
faith and He makes time for both of them. 
 
Now most of us aren’t fond of interruptions, at least not when we are doing 
something we like.  When I’m vacuuming under the table or washing dozens of 
baby bottles I don’t mind answering a telephone survey or two – especially if it 
means I get out of changing a dirty diaper - “sorry, on the phone”.   
 
But if I’m getting some rare reading time in or watching Income Property on TV 
then watch out because I’m busy. 
 
But not Jesus.  Jesus is constantly being interrupted and He always allows His 
agenda to be changed by those around Him. 
 
In Luke 5 Jesus was teaching, something He loved to do, and: 

Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a mat and… they went up 
on the roof and lowered him on his mat through the tiles into the middle of 
the crowd, right in front of Jesus. (Luke 5:18-19) 

 
Now being a manuscript preacher I can tell you that would throw me right off.  I 
would lose my spot and never be able to get back to it.  But Jesus takes this 
interruption completely in stride even making it the punch line of His sermon.   

Friend, your sins are forgiven… I tell you, get up, take your mat and go 
home. (Luke 5:20;24) 

 
A few chapters later Jesus was teaching His disciples about the Holy Spirit when 

Someone in the crowd said to Him, ‘Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.” (Luke 12:13) 

 

                                            
2 John Macarthur “Jesus’ Compassionate Power part 1” (accessed Nov 15th, 2013) 
http://www.gtycanada.org/resources/sermons/42-111/jesus-compassionate-power-part-1  
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Completely off subject!...  If you ever feel the need to stand up in church and ask 
me questions like this you need to know this is why we have big ushers like 
farmer Harry Strechenbach who I will call on to take you to the back and help you 
forget about your problem – don’t try this with me. 
 
But not Jesus, Jesus can think on the spot and tells a whole parable that speaks 
to this guy’s problem. 
 
Jesus also gets interrupted when He has gone away by Himself to pray,3 or when 
He is traveling4.  Jesus even gets interrupted the only time we ever read of Him 
sleeping5!   
 
In fact Jesus’ entire ministry was interruptions.  And this story is no exception. 
 
Verse 41 tells us Jesus is with a crowd that has been expecting Him.  They are 
pressing in around Him, listening to Him, talking with Him when “behold” Jairus 
comes into the picture and falls at Jesus’ feet.   
 
Now Jairus was a synagogue leader in Galilee so he would have known about 
the other things Jesus had done in the area.  In the synagogue in Capernaum, 
just down the street Jesus had cured a demon possessed man.  Jesus followed 
this up by healing Peter’s mother-in-law.  So however Jairus heard of Him the 
result was that he believed the only hope for his 12 year old daughter was a 
touch from Jesus. 
 
Now just a brief word on the number 12.  This girl is 12 and the woman has been 
suffering for 12 years.  Details like these have a purpose but Luke doesn’t 
specifically tell us what that purpose is.  So here is what I think. 
 
To the Jews the number 12 was a way of referring to Israel’s twelve tribes.  On 
top of this 12 was the age a Jewish girl became a woman capable of marriage, 
but instead of being marriage material this girl was dying.  The bleeding woman 
also, whether she was married or not, wasn’t capable of the duties of marriage 
because she had been bleeding for 12 years. 
 
Now here is the connection, throughout the Old Testament Israel is pictured as 
God’s bride, but she is a treacherous bride not marriage worthy.  Take Jeremiah 
3 for example: 

Surely, as a wife treacherously departs from her husband, 
So have you dealt treacherously with Me, 
O house of Israel,” says the LORD. (Jeremiah 3:20)  

 
So by using the number 12 here I think Luke is telling us all of Israel was in need 
of being purified, in need of a touch from Jesus. 

                                            
3 Mark 1:35-37 
4 Mark 10:46-49 
5 Luke 8:24 
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And so this father comes and kneels before Jesus in faith. 
 
And if Jesus has a weakness it is requests made in faith.  I say that ‘tongue and 
cheek’, because Jesus never turns them down.  We never read an account, 
where someone came believing Jesus could help them and He turned them 
away.  Jesus lived for these kinds of interruptions. 
 
But the down side to this was Jesus wouldn’t hurry to help you when asked.  As 
Jesus heads out to help this man’s daughter He obviously isn’t hurrying because 
He gives Himself to interruption again. 
 
Look at verse 44.  This woman who has been bleeding for 12 years 
[Read Luke 8:44-48] 
 
Now Jesus didn’t have to be interrupted here at all.  This woman had been 
healed without being noticed by anyone, and yet Jesus makes the point to stop 
and talk to her. 
 
Why?  Why not hurry to get to this dying girl?  Especially since verse 49 tells us 
while He was talking to this woman the girl died!  Had I been that father I would 
have been pretty nervous about this.  “Jesus she’s old, my daughter’s young; and 
besides I asked first.”  But Jesus was never in a rush to do anything.   
 
Ever wish you had more time to do what needed to be done?  Not Jesus.  He 
only had 3 years to change the world and He never rushed.  Why should He; He 
created time, He didn’t work for it.  And here He makes time to connect with this 
ostracized woman. 
 
Not to heal her – she was already healed – but to acknowledge her faith. 
 
Now put yourself here in the crowd as Jesus stops, this is hilarious.   
 
“Who touched Me?” 
 
Everyone who has been crushing Jesus, denies it.  “It wasn’t me, I didn’t do it.”  
Classic human.  Even Peter joins in “come on Jesus, everyone’s touching You – 
what’s the problem?” 
 
But Jesus knows exactly what is going on.  Jesus knows power has gone out of 
Him because His power isn’t an impersonal force, His power is the Holy Spirit.  
And God knows who touched Him.   
 
The parallel here is Adam and Eve, having eaten the fruit and now hearing God’s 
footsteps 
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Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD 
God among the trees of the garden.  But the LORD God called to the man, 
‘Where are you?’ (Genesis 3:8-9) 

 
When you hide from YHWH among trees He has just spoken into existence you 
can assume His questions aren’t for Him, they are for us.  And this is where this 
woman is, hiding from Jesus among the people He created, not very good 
camouflage.  And His question isn’t for Him it is for her.  “Who touched Me?”  
“Show yourself.”  “Confess, because what has just happened isn’t a distraction, it 
is the point of why I am here right now.” 
 
For Jesus the journey was the destination.  Everywhere He went He was always 
on duty, He was on mission.  Ministry for Jesus didn’t start and stop while He 
was ‘at church’, nor was it something He went to accomplish.  Ministry for Jesus 
was His life – He lived to do the will of the Father. 
 
And so tragedy has rendered these two different people equals.  This unclean 
woman from the margins of society finds herself in the very same spot Jairus was 
just minutes before – desperate for healing and falling at the feet of Jesus in 
faith. 
 
And Jesus doesn’t leave either of them there.  When imperfect people 
interrupt Jesus with faith they are transformed from trepidation to triumph. 
 
Look at verse 49 
 
[Read Luke 8:49-50] 
 
Both Jairus and this woman have real fears.  This woman is so scared she has to 
sneak up on Jesus and this man has watched his 12 year old daughter walk to 
and now through death’s door.  These are scary things. 
 
And fear is not something that just exists in our heads, fear is real and it can 
disable you.  But ironically our fears are often tied to our problems.  We don’t 
know for sure, but this girl hadn’t started dying yesterday, it takes a lot of 
sickness to steal life from a twelve year old girl.  And this father had been the dad 
of the sick girl for all that time.  Similarly sickness and solitude is all this woman 
had known for 12 years. 
 
And when you’ve struggled for a long time with something it becomes the thing 
you know and so some of the fear is actually “what if Jesus heals me; what will I 
do then?  Who will I be?  I won’t be the dad of the sick girl anymore, I won’t be 
able to hide behind my uncleanness anymore.” 
… 
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Friends, do you have problems, maybe sins, in your life that you are afraid to 
give up?  Perhaps you find yourself this morning at the feet of Jesus with one 
hand open asking for healing but you’ve been here before and you know you 
have one hand closed, holding on to your problem, holding on to your sin, 
because you don’t really want to change – after all “this is just who I am.” 
 
Friends, the lie of the devil is “life will be worse, it will be scary if you truly 
surrender all,” but he says this because he wants to destroy you.  Jesus said: 
 I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. (John 10:10) 
 
And Jesus heals fears when we come to Him in faith and He changes us to be 
fearless like Him: 

For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control 
(2 Timothy 1:7) 

 
There were hundreds of people with needs in the crowd that day, but only two 
got healed.  They got healed not because they were rich or poor; not because 
they were from a high social position or a low social position; not because people 
respected them or rejected them.  Both Jairus and the woman got what they 
came for from Jesus because in spite of their fear they reached out knowing that 
Jesus was their only hope and He would change their lives if they came to Him.  
And this got Jesus’ attention.  
 
So here is my question for us today “When you come to Jesus, when you pray, 
do you come in a way that gets His attention or is your prayer life lame?”  And 
you will know this is the case if your prayers don’t get results because God 
answers prayer that brings Him glory. 
 
Now, if you have heard me preach for a while you know that I am not a health 
and wealth preacher.  And that’s because the message of the Bible is not that if 
you follow Jesus He will give you stuff. 
 
But there is a problem rampant within the non-health and wealth camp and that is 
that we pray not expecting God to do anything at all.  We pray pitifully.  And I 
don’t mean this as an insult because the reality is that Jesus is teaching me this 
right now.  For a long time I’ve prayed not really expecting God to do anything.  
I’ve prayed with opt out clauses like “God, if it be your will, then please do this, 
but if not I’ll deal with it.”   
 
But the problem is we have the Bible, so we know what the will of God is.  It’s 
bad theology to believe we have to seek out the secret will of God; His will is 
blatant, not secret, and it is that we live in a way that brings glory to His name 
wherever He has placed us. 
 
This is why Jesus said: 
 Ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. (John 14:14) 
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Now “Jesus’ name” isn’t something we can invoke in a magical way to get the 
universe to give us whatever we want.  Jesus’ name is His character.  And so 
asking for things “in Jesus’ name” means asking for things Jesus is passionate 
about – asking for things Jesus asked the Father for.  And Jesus was all about 
the glory of God.  If you weren’t here last week get that message on line. 
 
So what kind of prayers get God’s attention?  What kinds of prayers does He 
answer?...  God answers prayers that are in accordance with His will. 
 
And the easiest way to get in line with His will is to humble ourselves before Him 
and tell Him that we need Him because God wants to save us.  Peter says: 

The Lord… is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance. (2 Peter 3:9) 

 
And both Jairus and the woman humbled themselves in this way.  In contrast 
Jesus had no time for people who thought they didn’t need Him – the Pharisees 
were mostly in this category.   
 
So don’t try to impress Jesus by getting your life together, come pray “Jesus, I 
need you.  Come help me to glorify Your name because I can’t do it myself. 
  
And then look at what it is in your life that isn’t glorifying God and be specific that 
that is what you want God to change.  So maybe you are in a relationship that 
doesn’t honour God.  Maybe you aren’t treating your husband or your wife like 
Jesus would, you aren’t serving, instead you are always looking for what you can 
get.  Or maybe your co-workers or friends aren’t being drawn towards Jesus 
because you don’t look anything like Him when you are with them.   
 
Pray “Jesus, glorify Your name in my relationships at any cost.”  And then 
depending on what your relationship is start praying Scripture. “Start helping me 
to love my wife like You love the church Jesus” – or “start helping me to submit to 
my husband like the church submits to Christ” – that’s Ephesians 5.  If you start 
praying that way it is going to happen!  You are going to be changed. 
 
Or maybe there is someone in your life who doesn’t know Jesus.  Pray God will 
give you His heart for them because He loves them way more than you do.  And 
then ask that He would call this person to Himself – this is His will.  Then look for 
Bible passages where Jesus called people to Himself like the story of Zacchaeus 
who had it all but was still looking for something and so in his search he ended 
up in a tree looking for Jesus.  And Jesus called him down, went to his house 
and transformed him from what he was into a man who looked like Jesus.   
 
And pray that story over your friend “God would you call my friend like you called 
Zacchaeus.”  And then be ready because if you pray this way Jesus is going to 
give you His heart for this person and likely or eventually He is going to call you 
to bring His message to your friend and, in the name of Jesus call him down from 
that tree.   
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Or perhaps you struggle with sin.  Maybe addiction of some kind has control in 
your life.  Maybe it’s alcohol or maybe it’s pornography or maybe it’s TV – 
whatever it is you know that Jesus isn’t glorified by what you are doing.  Go to 
the word and look for passages where God sets captives free and pray them 
over your life.   
 
I’ve told you that for me that problem was pornography.  And the passage Jesus 
gave me is John 8 where Jesus saves the woman caught in adultery.  I love this 
story because Jesus has no words of condemnation for her, but He doesn’t leave 
her where she is.  He says “go and sin no more.”   
 
And pray “God I know you don’t want me to live in addiction so empower me to 
go and sin no more just like you empowered that woman.”   
 
Pray God’s will by praying God’s word and do it in humility knowing Jesus is your 
only hope.  These are the kinds of prayers Jesus hears.  And if you pray prayers 
like this in Jesus’ name, He will transform you from trepidation and timidity to 
triumph because it brings Him glory. 
… 
Today tragedy has millions of people in the Philippines realizing that the world is 
broken, but the reality is the world in our own back yard is broken too because 
we are broken.  And ground zero with Jesus is recognizing “I am broken.” 
 
So if you’re here, recognizing you need help and desperate for healing, fall at the 
feet of Jesus like Jairus, like this woman, saying “You’re my only hope for 
change, You’re my only hope for healing.   
 
And recognize it’s not about trying harder to be good – how many times have you 
come face to face with that problem in your life that’s been plaguing you for 12 
years and said “Ok God, that was the last time I’m going to fall, I’ll try harder” 
only to find yourself there again next week.  It’s not about trying harder to be 
good, it is about recognizing you can’t be good and falling on your knees before 
Jesus. 
 
And if you do this you can know with certainty that God will permit your 
interruption; He will hear and heal you because His will is to bring Himself glory 
through His children.  


