
 

 

Notices for The Third Sunday of Advent, December 13, 2020 
 
Hello lovely people of St Philip’s! 
 
There have been rather contrasting themes in the world this week. At the same time as the first 
Covid-19 inoculations where being made in the UK, with all the light and hope that those 
injections bring, we were being told that our present lockdown is being extended into the New 
Year as the number of Covid cases here and elsewhere continue to increase. News of our 
continued lockdown came as a huge disappointment to many. Not being able to visit our loved 
ones at Christmas time is hard to bear. It seems that the old adage rings true, ‘the darkest hour 
comes before the dawn.’  
 
Darkness and light are common themes in Advent, starting on Advent Sunday with the prophet 
Isaiah’s statement that, “the people who walked in darkness have seen a great light” and 
ending on  Christmas Eve with John’s prelude to his Gospel “the light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overcome it”. 
 
Yet darkness is inevitable in this life, whether it is the darkness of a pandemic, or losing a loved 
one, or the loss of a relationship, or a sudden illness or some other bad news. It is how we deal 
with those dark times that matters most. Such times often force us to be patient, to wait to see 
what happens. 
 
Advent is the season of waiting and being patient. Henri Nouwen says the word patience means 
‘the willingness to stay where we are and live the situation out to the full in the belief that 
something hidden there will manifest itself to us.’ Impatient people he says are constantly 
looking elsewhere for the real thing to happen, leaving the present moment empty of meaning. 
 
Patience need not be passive, if we choose it can be an active exploration of the here and now. 
Like the Mother Mary nurturing the Christ Child growing within, if we wait patiently, with an 
active patience, even in the darkness, we can find light and truth and meaning - darkness can 
be pregnant with hope. 
 
Advent blessings to you all. 
 

Online Christmas Eve Nativity, 24th December –  
 
The Rector needs YOU! Because of the continued Coronavirus restrictions, we are having to 
plan for all our Christmas services to be online, so I am re-imagining this year’s Family Nativity 
and I need YOUR help.  
Firstly, I would love for all the children of the parish (and adults too, come to that) to paint 
pictures of the scenes of the Nativity. Specifically pictures of Angels, Mary & Joseph on the 
donkey, Shepherds in the fields, Three wise astrologers (Magi, or Kings & Queens), and Baby 
Jesus in the Manger. Sign & Photograph the pictures and send them to Stuart’s email: 
rector@stpdunbar.com 
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Secondly, I would like as many families as possible (family in its broadest definition) to send in a 
very short video of themselves wishing everyone a Merry Christmas!!  
Pictures and Videos will be incorporated into the Family Nativity Service on Christmas Eve. 
Please get them to Stuart by 20th December. Thank you!! 

 
COFFEE HOUR Sundays at 11:00 AM on Zoom  
We look forward to seeing you. Click the blue link at 11:00 am, 
using your computer for best results, or join by phone: 
https://zoom.us/j/454815164 
By phone, dial 778-907-2071.  Coffee Hour ID is 454815164.  
 
 

DATES TO NOTE 
Sun. Dec. 13  Advent Service Online 
Sun Dec. 20   A Child’s Christmas in Wales read by Michael Murray  4pm 
Thurs. Dec 24               Christmas Eve Nativity  4pm 
Thurs Dec. 24  Christmas Eve Service of Lessons  7- 8pm 
Dec 25 – Jan 4  Merry Christmas!  Parish Office closed 
   
WEBSITE WORSHIP Sundays at 10:00 
Join Stuart and others in Sunday morning Website Worship and 
follow along with the order of service delivered to you. The 
services are recorded and posted by Saturday evening, so you can 
watch and revisit them at your convenience.  
St Philip’s will continue to offer online worship for the many 
worshippers who cannot attend in person or who live afar.  
Visit    https://www.stphilipsdunbar.com/blog 

 
 
OTHER WAYS TO CONNECT - 
PRAYER, CARE AND SHARE       
Wednesdays via Zoom at 10:00 AM  
On your computer, click the link at 10:00 AM https://zoom.us/j/2939572088  
To join the gathering by phone, dial 778-907-2071. The meeting ID is 2939572088. 
 
MIDDAY PRAYERS 
Join Stuart Mondays to Thursdays for Midday Prayers. Whether you are at home or busy at 
work, this 20 min service will help you relax and reconnect with yourself, your community and 
your Creator… https://zoom.us/j/98044347032?pwd=NjdlQmg5bTc4Ym9GajdYL1BZNCtBZz09  
To join by phone, dial 778-907-2071  Meeting ID: 980 4434 7032  
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PRAYER LIST 
Please pray for those who have asked for our prayers at this time: Greg, Maura and Brian, 
Nancy, Tracy and family, Larry Hoad and Mike Lane, Brenda Harrison, Sarah Burns, Richard 
Fenner, Jan Alexander and Eve, Mia Salamito, Diana Bragg and Family, Hazel Maunder, and 
Min’s sister Jill and Min’s advocate Dorothy McNaughton.  
 
Let us pray for those who have died, Ken Crookall, Eve Alexander, and for their friends and 
family bereaved by their loss.  
 

 

ADVENT STUDY 
Sign-up for a daily email in Advent with stories from people 
throughout the diocese. How did God meet them in different 
situations in their lives? The lectionary readings of the Sundays 
in Advent will inspire the theme for each day's story to be 
delivered to your inbox. The title of this Advent Calendar is the 
name of a much-loved hymn, whose first line rings out "Tell out, 
my soul the greatness of the Lord.” Follow the link to sign up for 
daily emails that begin on November 29th. 
https://www.vancouver.anglican.ca/programs/2020-advent 
 

 
SPECIAL CHRISTMAS DONATIONS  
Many parishioners make a special donation at Christmas time, and visitors leave something 
in the collection plate while enjoying a Carol Service or Family Christmas Service. All these 
in-person opportunities have been suspended. Please make a generous Christmas donation 
on our website at http://www.stphilipsdunbar.com/ by clicking on the button that says 
“Donate”. 
 
 
SHARING FELLOWSHIP AT CHRISTMAS 
For many parishioners, suspended gatherings and cancelled travel until Jan. 8 mean we 
won’t be sharing Christmas or New Year’s with friends and family. Perhaps you live alone 
or with one other person in your bubble. You are actually allowed to visit safely, according 
to Dr Bonnie Henry: “A core bubble is one to two friends if you live alone”. People who live 
alone can continue to see one or two people (CBC News) in “a select bubble for those who 
live alone” (CTV). Dr Henry encourages us to look for ways to stay in touch and be festive 
while keeping each other safe. (CTV) With an invitation, a call, and on Zoom, let’s reach out 
to each other, safely.  (Debbie Matheson) 
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STEWARDSHIP 2021: A Message from the Trustees 
Copies of the pledge form are available (Sat – Wed) at the 
mailboxes for you to fill out and mail back or submit in 
the locked mailbox on the wall. We need to receive the 
pledge forms ASAP so that Finance can set the budget for 
2021. Please pledge as generously as you can in this time 
of lost rentals, curtailed fundraising, and suspended in-
person events that are well-attended at Christmas. We 
need to support St Philip’s everyday expenses and 
ministries even if we cannot attend in person. For the 
2020 budget, Finance used an identified giver list of 82 
pledgers and 29 regular donors. For 2021, to date Paul 
Harrison has recorded 54 pledges. If you don’t usually 
pledge, this is a good time to start. 

 
 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
As we complete our second year of the three-year Capital Campaign, we have 
much to thank donors for: the buildings are protected and updated, and we 
are looking at future staffing. We are reminded to make our contribution 
soon. You might even consider Donation of Securities and Related Tax 
Benefits.  https://www.stphilipsdunbar.com/pages/2019-capital-campaign 

 
GRATITUDE CONFETTI  
Thanks to Sandy Harrison, Joanne Vondette and all those involved with organizing 

the Queen Alexandra and Nightingale hampers.  Your hard work makes our 

community better! 

 

Staying Close While We’re Apart, 
Stuart Hallam (Rector), Debbie Matheson, Brian Mix, Diana Bragg, and Suzi Noetzel (Wardens)  
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