
 

 

 You can endure anything if you think correctly about time 

 

 

 

Cyclical Time 

According to the cyclical view, we are in one more cycle within the never-ending wheel of karma and 
reincarnation. 

 
18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worth comparing with the glory that 
is to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits 
with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of 
God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, 
not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, 
in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free 
from its bondage to corruption and obtain the  
freedom of the glory of the children of God.  
22 For we know that the whole creation has been 

groaning together in the pains of childbirth         
until now. 23 And not only the creation, but we   
ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit,  
groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as 
sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this 
hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not 
hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we 
hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with 
patience.  

PAST FUTURE 



Linear Time (Modern Secular View) 

According to the modern secular view of linear time, we exist in a moment that is counting down to the 
death of all living things. 

 

 

 

 

Linear Time (Christian View) 

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time . . . (v 18) 

 

According to the Christian view of linear time, we live in this present age that—unlike the previous age— 
is marked by suffering. 

 

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to    
be revealed to us. (v 18) 

 

The hope of a great future enables us to endure present difficulties. 

 

“One second of glory will extinguish a lifetime of suffering.  What were long years of toil, of sickness, of battle with 
poverty, and persecution, and sorrow in every form, and closing even with a martyr’s death, weighed [against] one 
drop from the river of pleasure at Christ’s right hand—with one breath of Paradise—with one wave of heaven’s   
glory—with one embrace of Jesus, with one sight of God?” (Octavius Winslow)  
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