
Scripture References for “Who is the Holy Spirit?” 

The Spirit Is A Person, NOT An Impersonal Force Or Energy 

• Can be grieved - Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the 
day of redemption. (Eph 4:30) 

• Has a will, makes decisions - But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for 
the common good. For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to 
another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the 
same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, and to another the effecting 
of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to 
another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues. But one 
and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He 
wills. (1 Corinthians 12:7-11) 

• Intercedes for us - In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not 
know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings 
too deep for words; and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit 
is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. (Romans 8:26-27) 

• He teaches, reminds, speaks, can be outraged, forbid human plans, bears witness to us, 
and has fellowship with us. (https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justin-taylor/how-
do-we-know-the-holy-spirit-is-a-person/)  

The Spirit Is God 

• Often synonymous with God in the Word – Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where 
can I flee from Your presence? If I ascend to heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in 
Sheol, behold, You are there. (Psalm 139:7-8); But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan 
filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back some of the price of the land? 
While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not 
under your control? Why is it that you have conceived this deed in your heart? You have 
not lied to men but to God.” (Acts 5:3-4) 
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• Knows the thoughts of God - For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the 
Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God. For who among men knows the 
thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so the thoughts of 
God no one knows except the Spirit of God. (1 Corinthians 2:10-11) 

• Involved in our salvation with the Father and Son - But if the Spirit of Him who raised 
Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also 
give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. (Romans 8:11) 

• Eternal - how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the 
living God? (Hebrew 9:14) 

The Spirit Was Active In Creation 

The earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit 
of God was moving over the surface of the waters. (Genesis 1:2) 

The Spirit of God has made me, And the breath of the Almighty gives me life.  (Job 33:4) 

You send forth Your Spirit, they are created… (Psalm 104:30)  

The Spirit Guided The People Of God 

But they rebelled And grieved His Holy Spirit; Therefore He turned Himself to become their 
enemy, He fought against them. Then His people remembered the days of old, of Moses. Where 
is He who brought them up out of the sea with the shepherds of His flock? Where is He who put 
His Holy Spirit in the midst of them, Who caused His glorious arm to go at the right hand of 
Moses, Who divided the waters before them to make for Himself an everlasting name, Who led 
them through the depths? Like the horse in the wilderness, they did not stumble; As the cattle 
which go down into the valley, The Spirit of the LORD gave them rest. So You led Your people, To 
make for Yourself a glorious name. (Is 63:10-14) 
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The Spirit Spoke Through The Prophets 

…seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He 
predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow. (1 Peter 1:11) 

But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, for 
no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke 
from God. (2 Peter 1:20–21)  

The Spirit Came Upon Particular Individuals To Empower Them for Special Tasks 

Moses and 70 elders, to judge and discern - “Then I will come down and speak with you there, 
and I will take of the Spirit who is upon you, and will put Him upon them; and they shall bear the 
burden of the people with you, so that you will not bear it all alone…. Then the Lord came down 
in the cloud and spoke to him; and He took of the Spirit who was upon him and placed Him 
upon the seventy elders. And when the Spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did 
not do it again. (, Num 11:17, 25) 

Bezalel, to make the tabernacle and its contents beautiful, meaningful, artistic - “I have filled him 
with the Spirit of God in wisdom, in understanding, in knowledge, and in all kinds of 
craftsmanship, to make artistic designs for work in gold, in silver, and in bronze, and in the 
cutting of stones for settings, and in the carving of wood, that he may work in all kinds of 
craftsmanship. (Ex 31:3-5) 

Joseph, to discern and to govern - Then Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we find a man like 
this, in whom is a divine spirit?” (Gen 41:38) 

Joshua, to lead - So the Lord said to Moses, “Take Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is 
the Spirit, and lay your hand on him” (Num 27:18) 

Gideon, to lead - So the Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon; and he blew a trumpet, and the 
Abiezrites were called together to follow him. (Judg 6:34) 
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Samson, to do mighty deeds and lead - The Spirit of the LORD came upon him mightily, so that 
he tore him as one tears a young goat though he had nothing in his hand…14:6) 

Saul, to reign as king - Then it happened when he turned his back to leave Samuel, God 
changed his heart; and all those signs came about on that day. When they came to the hill 
there, behold, a group of prophets met him; and the Spirit of God came upon him mightily, so 
that he prophesied among them. (1 Sam 10:9-10) 

David, to reign as king - Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his 
brothers; and the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. (1 Sam 
16:13) 

The Promise Of The Spirit 

Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart 
of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit within you and cause 
you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances. (Ezekiel 36:26-27) 

It will come about after this That I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind; And your sons and 
daughters will prophesy, Your old men will dream dreams, Your young men will see visions. 
Even on the male and female servants I will pour out My Spirit in those days. (Joel 2:28-29) 
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