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   Together in Christ, Sharing God’s Love 
 

December 13, 2020 

 

The Third Sunday of Advent 
 

 
 

WELCOME 

                           Reaching out.  Welcoming in. 

 
 
          Prelude            “Tell Out My Soul” 
                                   Walter Greatorex, Oxford U ©1982  CCLI 27051 

 
Interludes         “Taizé Gloria In Excelsis Deo” 

                                                     Jacques Berthier, SKU 07615 One License 
 

Reflection          “Une Vierge Pucelle” 
                         Nicolas le Begue 1630-1702 Public Domain 

 
                Postlude            “Canticle of the Turning” - Star of County Down 
                                                       Rory Cooney, © 1990, GIA Publications 
                                                       SKU 90528 One License 
                                                      
                                                      



 

 

Advent 3 

Celebrant:  Rev. Selinde Krayenhoff 
Musician:  Margaret Nelson 

 
 

We gather today on the traditional lands of the Nanoose Bay First Nations. 
 

 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome  
 

Silence (as we open our minds and hearts in preparation for worship) 
 

The Bell Rings    
 

Opening Sentence 
The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has 
anointed me to bring good tidings to the afflicted.                   Isaiah 61.1 
 

    

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
In our church and homes 
we gather around wreaths 
to pray our lost hopes, 
broken peace, limited joys, 
and love so hard to find and share 
in this season of coronavirus. 
We affirm that our candles mean 
we claim the power to call this season Advent, 
when God’s light comes into the world 
and nothing can overcome it. 
We light the candles of hope and peace. 
 

All:  And now we light the candle of joy 
in spite of missing so many things 
we thought were essential to a merry Christmas 
like shopping for gifts for the people we love, hosting and attending 
parties, time with our children and grandchildren, Christmas concerts, 
chances to hug and be hugged. 
God’s joy ignites embers under loss and sorrow 
and brightens the path to love. 
 
 
 



 
All:   Emmanuel, God be with us, in the week to come, 

light hope, peace and joy on the wick of our lives 
so that we may shine joy on our world 
with a simple smile, an unexpected gesture of kindness.  
Amen. 

 
 
Reading from scripture:   The Gospel of John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 
Sermon 
 

 
 Contemplative music – time to reflect 
 

 

Prayers of the People       Shirley Bays 
All:  Your mercy is great. 
 
 
Our Father 
 
The Peace 
 
Prayer 
God for whom we wait, your peace creates and sustains us. 
Keep us ever watchful that we may be ready  
to stand before the Son of man. 
We ask this in the name of Christ the Lord.  Amen. 
 

Announcements 
 
Advent blessing 
 
Sending forth:  Go in joy to love and serve the Lord.  
All:      Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The focus for the 3rd Sunday in Advent is JOY. The word comes from 

the Latin word “gaudete,” which means "rejoice." This Sunday, or 

Gaudete Sunday, has to do Christian JOY. 
 

The theologian Henri Nouwen describes the difference between JOY 

and happiness. While happiness is dependent on external conditions, 

JOY is "the experience of knowing that you are unconditionally loved 

and that nothing – sickness, failure, emotional distress, oppression, 

war, or even death - can take that love away." 
 

Which means that we can experience JOY even in the midst of 

sadness. 
 

Take a moment, (or many!) this Advent to tap into that JOY and let it 

inform all you say and do. 
 

“Acknowledge the power of JOY. Today more than ever, it’s important 

to protect and feed the flame of joy.   JOY is coded into our DNA for a 

reason.  It is a medicine we will need in the times to come.”                                                                                                                       


