
 
LAST WEEK on DID JESUS CLAIM TO BE GOD 
(Nov 25):  
How did your week of worship, praise, and prayer 
go?!   
Did you Memorize Colossians 1:15-16a, 19?  

Watch: A TALE OF 3 BIBLICAL TREES 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=MrRL_nbVvL0

Discussion Guide: 
• OPEN UP THE DISCUSSION 
• Did anything stand out to you? 
• What questions would you want to ask about this topic? 
• HAVE YOU EVER ASKED THE QUESTION, Why is life so hard? Or: Why does life 

always seem to be against me? How does Brendan’s talk speak to that? 
• ANSWER: We are living in the middle of our story, the part with conflict and struggle! But 

don’t settle and think that this middle part is it! We have a heavenly future hope that we live 
for! Too many people only think this middle part is all there is to life and therefore live 
anyway they want, but we Christians know better and we live for God! We live under his 
rule and reign to prepare for our glorious future!  

•  When humanity sins, when we/I sin, we lose the goodness that God created us for. Sin is 
the destruction of humanity! So apart from God, both humanity and the world actually work 
against us. This is what Jesus came to reverse! This is what the cross is about: to bring 
humanity and creation back under the order and flourishing of God! And now that we can 
have a relationship with God by believing, loving and obeying Christ, we can join Jesus in 
the process of restoring relationships and this world! And we can also rise about the 
circumstances we find ourselves in, including rising above others who try to make our lives 
miserable!  

• BIBLE STUDY: HOW DO THE FOLLOWING 
VERSES RELATE TO WHAT JESUS’ DEATH 
ACCOMPLISHED ON THE CROSS? 

• LOVE  
• John 3:16 (For God so loved .. what?     

HE LOVED THE WORLD)!  
• Romans 5:8  
• 1 John 4:8-12 
• Can you think of any other verses? 
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• PEACE - VICTORY OVER EVIL AND DEATH! 
• Colossians 2:13-15* 
• Hebrews 2:14-15 
• Colossians 1:19-23 
• Can you think of any other verses? 

• JOY 
• Colossians 1:11-14: 

• 11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that 
you may have great endurance and patience, 12 and giving JOYFUL thanks 
to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy 
people in the kingdom of light. 13 For he has rescued us from the dominion 
of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of 
the Son he loves [by the cross!], 14 in whom we 
have redemption [REDEEMED: we have been 
bought back from our slavery to sin. We have been 
freed (VICTORY) from the power of sin], the 
forgiveness of sins. 

• Can you think of any other verses? 
• HOPE 

• Romans 8:23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have 
the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait 
eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption 
of our bodies [our heavenly bodies are gonna be 
awesome! This passage is talking about ]. 24 For in this 
hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what 
they already have? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it 
patiently. 

• Can you think of any other verses? 

CHALLENGE: Take some time this week to ponder the meaning of Christmas. 
Think about how LOVE, PEACE, JOY, and HOPE can get you through real-life 
difficult circumstances! 

MEMORY VERSE: Pick a favourite verse/passage from tonight and memorize 
it! 




