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There are some things that are mutually exclusive.  So it is impossible for the color blue 
to be red.  It’s also impossible for a square to be a circle or for a three-dimensional 
object to fit inside a two-dimensional plane. 
 
But there are a lot of things that can exist together.  So some people love chocolate that 
is both salty and sweet.  Lots of people hold some conservative positions as well as 
some liberal ones.  And it is very possible to be both a husband, a dad and a pastor and 
any number of other things.   
 
Into this kind of complicated world Jesus makes some exclusive claims.  Jesus says 
things like “If you love your father or mother more than you love me, you are not worthy 
of being mine.”  Or “If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it.  But if you give up 
your life for My sake and for the sake of the Good News, you will save it.”  Or “Not 
everyone who calls out to Me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven.  Only 
those who actually do the will of My Father in heaven will enter.”  Jesus makes an 
exclusive claim on our lives. 
… 
Alright, if you’ve been with us over the last several weeks you know that we have begun 
a study through the book of Revelation which has been the source of controversy over 
the last half century or so.  Lots of people have looked to Revelation to back up their 
own ideas about how the world is going to end.   
 
And certainly there are aspects of Revelation that talk about the future, but what we’ve 
seen so far is that most of Revelation is not about what will happen one day, but about 
how no matter what happens we can trust that God is in control – Jesus wins.  And 
Revelation aims to help us live in light of this real reality. 
 
So Domitian was emperor at the end of the first century and he was seeking to stamp 
out Christianity.  And culture was antagonistic to the faith.  Rome was a hyper-
sexualized society where doing what you want was touted as freedom while living by a 
moral standard was ignorant and small minded – a world fairly similar to our own. 
 
And into this world Jesus showed up to John.  And John passed his encounter with 
Jesus on to the church and instead of succumbing to the pressure it faced, the early 
church thrived and grew.  And if Jesus’ message was powerful enough to accomplish 
this in Rome it is powerful enough to do the same for us. 
… 
If you’ve got your Bible open it to Revelation 2 starting in verse 18.  Would you stand 
with me for the reading of God’s word? 
 
[Read Revelation 2:18-29] 
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So this is the fourth letter that Jesus gave to the seven churches of 1st century Asia.  
And the amazing thing about these letters is that not only were they written to a specific 
church but they also brilliantly speak into every church from all time.  So, it is very real 
to say that today’s text is a letter written by Jesus to Lighthouse/ Fort George. 
 
And here Jesus reveals Himself as the Son of God whose eyes are like blazing fire and 
whose feet are like burnished bronze.   
… 
So Thyatira, like most cities in Rome, was a religious center.  And one of the big gods 
here was Apollo who was the guardian of the city. And the Thyatirans believed that in 
fact the Emperor was an incarnation of Apollo.  
 
Now Domitian liked that people worshipped him and one of the way we know this was 
that he named his son “son of god”.  We have found coins picturing Domitian’s son with 
the words “son of god” on them.1  So Thyatira was a city devoted to Emperor worship. 
 
A second thing about Thyatira was that it was full of trade guilds – think unions. So if 
you were a leather worker or a clothing maker you had to be part of one of these guilds 
or else you couldn’t do business in the city.  
 
In Acts 16 Luke tells us Lydia was “a dealer in purple clothe” from Thyatira, so she 
would have been part of one of these guilds.  And she was in Philippi, selling her wares, 
when Paul came to preach and she became a Christian. 
 
But these guilds were problematic for Jesus followers because of the expectations they 
put on their members.  One commentary I came across put it like this:  

“These trade guilds had common meals together. The meal would begin and end 
with a cup of wine poured out as an… offering to the gods. It was in fact the 
heathen grace…. Still further, such a meal would… follow a sacrifice. The token 
part of an animal would be offered on the altar. The meat of it would be given to 
the worshipper to make a feast for the members of his trade guild… Still further, 
this trade guild feast not infrequently degenerated into carousals where 
drunkenness and immorality were the order of the day.”2 

 
And so between Domitian and these trade guilds it was hard to follow Jesus in Thyatira.  
And it is hard to follow Jesus in Prince George today.   
 
Do you ever find it hard to follow Jesus?  I mean you know what the right thing to do is, 
but there are all sorts of pressures around you pushing you in the other direction 
pushing you to now allow your faith to influence your behaviour in that particular 
situation.  Do you find it hard to stand out as a Jesus follower? 
… 

 
1 Darrell Johnson “Discipleship on the Edge” (Vancouver, Regent College Press). 2004. Pg 88. 
2 William Barclay, “Letters to the Seven Churches” (Lousiville, Westminster Press), 2001. Pg 65. 
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It’s into this difficulty that Jesus steps with His bronze feet and blazing eyes.  Jesus isn’t 
unaware or powerless.  He is in the middle of His churches, and in complete control.  
Domitian’s kid isn’t the son of God, Jesus is the Son of God.  And while Rome is 
powerful and alluring it’s got nothing on the kingdom of heaven.  Jesus has got this.  
… 
Now probably the most interesting thing about Thyatira is that in spite of the opposition 
they faced they had a lot going for them.  So in verses 18 and 19 we find out that they 
were a loving church; when people showed up they felt accepted – that’s great! 
 
And they were faithful.  They showed up week after week and never let their duties 
slide.  And they were a serving church.  They cared about each other and the needs of 
their city and gave themselves to meeting these needs.  And they were doing more 
good now than they did at first. 
… 
Now imagine you came across a church like that, or imagine you were part of a church 
like that.  Wouldn’t that be awesome?  Wouldn’t that church be a great testimony to the 
community?  Wouldn’t you feel like God must be proud of you and your church? 
… 
Here’s the weird thing, in Thyatira we learn that you can do all sorts of awesome things 
for God and be totally unimpressive to Him.  Friends, it is in Thyatira that we learn what 
the difference is between a Jesus follower and the best atheist neighbour you’ve got 
who never kicks his dog and always helps old ladies cross the street.  Have you ever 
wondered what separates a Christian from anyone else?   
 
Friends, there are lots of kind people who give to charity and hate God.  The one thing 
that separates us is that we have made Jesus God in our lives, and so we do good 
things to please Him, while everyone else does good things to please themselves.  
They make themselves their god.  And in Thyatira we learn that as long as other things 
share the god-spot in your life you are not a Jesus follower. 
… 
Now here’s the crazy thing.  The Thyatira we are reading about was a church.  And yet 
Jesus wasn’t impressed with their good actions and that’s because Jezebel had snuck 
into church and was wreaking havoc.  Because of Jezebel the church of Thyatira had 
stopped being different from the world. 
… 
So Thyatira was in hostile territory.  Domitian was there and the guilds were there.  But 
like we saw in Ephesus and Pergamum the biggest threats the Christians in Thyatira 
faced weren’t outside but had already snuck into the church just like today.  
 
Friends, the biggest dangers all Christians from all time face is the threat to attempt to 
worship Jesus while at the same time refusing to weed things out of our lives that 
compete with Jesus. 
… 
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So Jezebel was a member in Thyatira; she was on the board. But her passion wasn’t for 
Jesus – she had another agenda.  Now most theologians suspect this person’s name 
wasn’t actually Jezebel, but that they had something the Jews referred to as a “Jezebel 
spirit” on them.  
 
Now “Jezebel” was about the worst thing you could call a person in Israel and that’s 
because Jezebel was the name of the arch-nemesis of the nation when Elijah was 
running around.  So Jezebel was the daughter of the king of Tyre – one of Israel’s 
enemies.  And Israel’s King Ahab had married her to form an alliance.  But YHWH had 
told Israel “don’t make alliances with your enemies because they are going to influence 
you.”  Don’t marry yourself to the world, it’s going to affect your faith.  And this is what 
happened with Jezebel. 
 
So Tyre worshipped Baal.  And Jezebel introduced Israel to this.  But it started out 
looking innocent.  I mean you couldn’t fault this lady for wanting to worship the god she 
was brought up worshipping right?  I mean Jezebel wasn’t opposed to people 
worshipping YHWH, she just thought they should be able to worship Baal too.  Why not 
allow a little freedom to express yourself? 
 
And tolerance is a good thing right?  I mean there are lots of countries in the world 
where religious tolerance has not prevailed, and by and large people leave those places 
and immigrate to Canada.  Lots of us have ancestors who did this.  And many are doing 
it today. 
… 
Now you need to know that ancient Israel and Canada aren’t parallel here.  Israel was 
actually a closer parallel to the church than it is to any other nation.  And that’s because 
being an Israelite meant being in God’s family and being a Canadian doesn’t mean that.  
So the tolerance Jezebel introduced was tolerance for sin while claiming to follow God. 
 
And as you read 1st Kings you find that Israel quickly followed Ahaz and Jezebel into 
worshipping Baal alongside YHWH.  And in so doing they “enjoyed” the best of both 
worlds – they were allowed to keep their traditions, but they also got to get in on some 
of the “benefits” of Baal worship.   
 
Now just so you know, Baal was the Canaanite fertility god, and so worship at his 
temple involved all sorts of activities that your average fertility god was happy to 
endorse.  Think sexuality without stifling moralistic restraint – anything you want.  And 
Ahab and Jezebel introduced Israel to this.  In fact Kings says: 

Ahab… did more to arouse the anger of the LORD. The God of Israel, than did all 
the kings of Israel before him. (1 Kings 16:33) 

 
Ahab is remembered as Israel’s wickedest king – that’s quite a legacy.  And he won this 
dishonour because he lead Israel into tolerating sin.  And Jesus says this is what had 
snuck into the church in Thyatira as well.  The sexual immorality of culture was being 
tolerated and even endorsed in the church.   
… 
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Now hold on a second.  We aren’t talking about some terrible people over there who 
have sold out to Satan.  We are talking about us.  Do you ever find yourself wanting to 
have it both ways?  Come on!  If you’re single aren’t there aspects of dating culture that 
that you are tempted to tolerate?  Or are there things on TV that you know present a 
sexuality that isn’t in line with Jesus and yet you find entertaining?  And what’s the big 
deal about sex outside of marriage as described in scripture anyway?  Can’t we believe 
in Jesus and pursue whatever kind of sexuality we want at the same time? 
… 
Well most of Israel had slipped into thinking so, but there were a few fanatics who held 
out against the advances of tolerance.  Elijah, known as the “Troubler of Israel”3 was the 
big one, and there were a bunch of other prophets of YHWH too that sought to keep 
Israel committed to living whole-heartedly for God.  And so Jezebel began hunting them 
down and exterminating them. 
 
And when this happened it grew easier and easier to go along with Jezebel and harder 
and harder to be the one guy or the one girl who was trying to stand strong in their faith. 
And so YHWH sent Elijah to remind Israel and us that we belong to Him.  He has a 
legitimate claim on our body and soul because He made us.  And so Elijah challenged: 

“How much longer will you waver, hobbling between two opinions? If the LORD is 
God, follow Him! But if Baal is God, then follow him!” But the people were 
completely silent. (1 Kings 18:21) 

 
You see the people had bought in to Jezebel’s wisdom which Jesus describes in verse 
24 as “Satan’s so-called deep secrets.”  Her words seemed sophisticated, and the 
people wanted to believe them.  And this has always been the temptation.  But there is 
no room for compromise in God’s eyes.  And that’s because you can’t put the God of 
the universe on one side of the scale and anything else on the other.  He will have our 
worship or He’ll have nothing to do with us at all.   
 
But Jesus isn’t just going to leave us here, He’s going to fight for us.  You see Jesus is 
jealous for us.  He wants our worship, but He also loves us and wants what is best for 
us.  And He knows that Jezebel’s lies don’t lead to life. 
 
And that’s why the story ends like it does.  God endorses Elijah by sending fire from 
heaven.  The people are awakened from their stupor; Baal’s prophets are rounded up 
and killed and eventually Jezebel gets thrown out a window and her dead body gets 
eaten by dogs.4   
… 
Alright, now that nobody’s hungry let’s get back to Thyatira.  Jesus says lots of great 
stuff is going on in Thyatira, and Jezebel is there as well.  But because she is tolerated 
all the good so for not.  
… 
Hear this friends, what we do with our bodies, and what we fill our minds with affects our 
souls because our souls and our bodies are tied together.  In 1st Corinthians Paul says: 

 
3 1 Kings 18:17 
4 2 Kings 9:30-37 
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Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you 
and was given to you by God? You do not belong to yourself, for God bought you 
with a high price. So you must honor God with your body. (1 Corinthians 6:19-20) 

 
And this is why Jesus comes on so strong in this letter.  In verses 22 and 23 Jesus says 
“I’m coming to defend my bride, so throw Jezebel out the window because I’ve got no 
tolerance for sin tolerance.  You cannot worship Me and live as you want because that 
is committing spiritual adultery, and I’m jealous for My bride. 
… 
Now we get this at a human level.  If I came home and said: “Nikki, I love you a lot, I 
love you more than I love anyone else.  But I met this other chick and I’m going to be 
her husband on Thursdays.  That’s not going to fly with Nikki.  And that’s because a 
marriage is supposed to be mostly exclusive, it’s supposed to be totally exclusive.  To 
deviate from this is to destroy marriage.  And it is also to end up with less not more. 
 
And Jesus says “It’s not alright for us, His bride, to whore ourselves to any other gods.”  
We cannot live for Jesus’ pleasure and please culture or ourselves at the same time. 
… 
Now notice that in Thyatira the question was not whether Jezebel might become a 
threat, she was already in. The question was what to do now.  And the reality is that it is 
the same today.  The Jezebel temptation to tolerate sin is here and many of us have 
given in to her lies.  So the question is how do we overcome?  Look at verse 24: 
… 
[Read Revelation 2:24-25] 
 
Friends, the power to overcome the gods that seek our worship comes when we realize 
what we have in Jesus and hold on tight.  We need to value Jesus.  And I want to close 
with five pictures of Jesus worth holding onto in this text:5 
 
First, in verse 18 Jesus says I am the Son of God.  Now Thyatira thought Domitian’s 
son was the son of god but Jesus says “No, it’s Me.” I am the image of the invisible 
God, the firstborn over all creation.  I am everything that God is and I offer to be your 
source of joy and life.  So there is nowhere better for us to turn.  Jesus wants joy for 
you, and He alone has the words of eternal life that you need. 
 
Second, Jesus’ eyes are like blazing fire and His feet are burnished bronze. This is both 
terrifying and comforting. It is terrifying because His eyes pierce darkness with 
penetrating precision.  He shines His light on the dark corners of our lives and finds 
what we would rather hide, and His feet are able to trample it out.  But it is comforting 
because what He seeks to burn and trample in your life is cancer that would destroy 
you.  Jesus wants you to have life and have it to the full. 
 
 
 

 
5 List adapted from Johnson, pg 92-95 
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Third, in verse 21 Jesus says: “I have given [Jezebel] time to repent… but she is 
unwilling.”  Friends, the one with flaming eyes and bronze feet is merciful even to the 
worst of us.  He offers repentance.  He isn’t hasty in judgment.  So wherever you find 
yourself today you haven’t fallen too far.  Jesus will forgive you.  But don’t wait to 
repent, reject what is stealing life from you today and hold on to Jesus. 
 
Fourth, in verse 23 Jesus says: “I will repay each of you according to your deeds.”  The 
fact is Jesus respects our free will.  He will not force Himself on us.  But that means we 
bear the consequences of our deeds.  Jesus will not protect us when we drink from 
other fountains.  If we give ourselves to idolatry and immorality, we will inherit Jezebel’s 
destruction, but if we do the deeds of Jesus, we will inherit His reward. 
 
And in verse 26 and 27 Jesus tells us what that reward is.  He says those who are 
victorious will rule with Him.  Jesus promises to share His authority and ultimately 
Himself with us if we cut off the other gods that seek our affection.  So friends it’s worth 
giving up the immediately gratifying, cheap alternatives in order to go for abundant life.  
 
So friends, when it comes to Jesus there are some things that are mutually exclusive.  
Jesus demands that we let go of Jezebel’s lie that we can find more life by following 
Him and living however we want.  Instead He calls us to exclusively hold on to Him.  
And He makes this claim on us because He is the Son of God.  His blazing eyes see us, 
and His bronze feet are powerful enough to save.  Friends, He is the source of the 
abundant life you are seeking, and He wants you to have it. 


