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The Future is ………..The Future is ………..The Future is ………..The Future is ………..    

  Wow. I haven’t had to write a newsletter like this before. Then again, there are a lot of 
folks for whom summing up 2020 without using any profanity is challenging. Yes—we are 
no exception. This year is a year I would have preferred to skip. If there are lessons to be 
taken away from what I’ve experienced this year, then I hope to discover them at some 
point in the future. In fact I’m begging to be able to find out how this year will have 
SOME redeeming value connected to it at some point down the road. For our family, we 
are searching for some hope that we will receive clarity for a future that is very unclear for 
us presently. If Christmas season is a time of hope, then we are surely ready for it this 
year more than any we’ve had in the past. 
  If you haven’t heard, after 11 years of working at Redwood Park Church, the church 
made a decision to release me. Although I understand why they chose to do this having 
brought in a new couple to lead the church, finding new ministry employment in a season 
of COVID-19 is not an easy task. If I’m unable to find suitable employment here in Thun-
der Bay, we may look to be moving sometime in the new year. Another heartbreaking cir-
cumstance for us has been the unfortunate reality that we will not be able to attend the 
wedding of our daughter Alexandra in Perth, Australia scheduled for February of 2021. 
Border closures there are preventing any non-Australian citizens from entering the coun-
try. At one point, we thought a delay in the wedding may afford us the opportunity to at-
tend later next year but to now ask them to wait in perpetuity seemed terribly unfair. Both 
Karen and I are grieving over what seems to be something else taken from us this season. 
  We’ve also had our son Jake living at home with us since the end of June this year which 
has meant embracing a few challenges. It’s been our prayer that having him home with us 
would mean creating some space for him for a fresh start. Just recently, we’ve had  
prayers answered as he’s been recently approved for some assistance and other measures 
we’ve been able to help him with seem to have made a positive difference. 
  As you think and care for us, would you pray that God makes our future direction clear? 
Would you ask our Father to reveal Himself to us and surround us with His love? We are 
blessed to have folks in our lives to whom we can reach out to. We remain hopeful that 
the God of all hope will guard our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. We can say that 
throughout our lives He has been faithful and it is our desire that during this Christmas 
season, our lives will once again be transformed through the celebration of His birth. 
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2020 

These few photos tell some of the story for 2020. Simeon is on the left and in his second year 

of computer programming at Lakehead University. Mark is pictured with his colleagues at 

Redwood Park Church on his last day. On the right, Mark is posing with a cardboard cut-out 

of himself! The folks at Done Rite Tire asked him to come down to their booth at the Car Fest 

celebration in Thunder Bay as their “celebrity” spokesman.  

YWAM 
In September I was able to participate in YWAM Vancouver’s staff retreat. During these re-

treats I get the chance to reconnect with old friends and meet a few new ones too. I’ve been 

serving on the YWAM Canada board as the treasurer. Now that the partnership between 

YWAM and Redwood Park Church has ended, we are praying about what the next steps with 

our YWAM connection will look like. 

These were some of the folks I got to visit. Great weather let us all eat lunch outside. It was 

great to see my old director Mike and meet a new friend, Georgie. My long time friend Randy. 

Our good friends Adam and Roxy who definitely missed me. My Chinese daughter Christina. 

My good friends the Boyd’s who always let me stay with them. Our friends Stuart and Jacqui 

Bishop. A great trip and SO glad I could spend it with awesome people! Finally, please accept 

our wishes for a wonderful Christmas to you and thank you for your ongoing love and support. 


