
 

NEWS AND EVENTS 
 

 

MON DEC 14 Quilting – 9:30 am to noon 
 

TUE DEC 15 Staff Meeting – 9:30 am 
 

WED DEC 16 Devotions via zoom – 10 am   

THU DEC 17 Advent 4 – we wait for the coming of the Messiah 
who brings us His Love 

 Communion Service – 7 pm  

 

 

SUN DEC 20 Advent 4 – we wait for the coming of the Messiah 
who brings us His Love 

 Communion Service – 10 am 
THU DEC 24 The Birth of Christ – We gather outside at the 

crèche to welcome the babe of Bethlehem – 7 pm. 
 

LIVING OUR FAITH BIBLE BOOK CLUB – BOOK OF PSALMS 
 For the month of December, the Bible Book Club will 
be reading the Book of Psalms – yes, all 150 of them.  The 
psalms were the “hymnal” God’s Old Testament people 
used to talk to him and worship him.  Most of the psalms 
were written by David (at least 73) along with others, 
including Solomon and Moses.  It is believed that the 
psalms were written between 1400 and 500 BCE. 
 

THE GIFT OF CLEAN WATER – ADVENT CONSPIRACY 
 Give the gift of clean water to an Indigenous 
community in Canada by giving a living Christmas gift to a 
loved one, in memory of a loved one, or to the glory of 
God.  Gift cards are available on the table next to the 
offering plate.  Each gift will be acknowledged by Pastor 
Lori who will place a water droplet on the tree during the 
singing of the sending hymn.  Please ensure to identify 
“Water Project” on your envelope or e-transfer. 
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P.O. Box 366 
Orillia ON L3V 6J8 
705-325-1421 
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December 13, 2020 
 

May you find peace and comfort in this place. 
 
 

Let the hearts of those 

who seek the Lord rejoice 
Psalm 105:3. 

 
 

Journeying together to grow in faith  

and serve God’s world. 

 
Incumbent:    Pastor Lori Pilatzke 
Honourary Assistant:   Rev. Diane Fryer 
Youth & Child Ministry Coordinator:  Nancy Hannah 
Music Director:    Brent Mayhew 

 

 

SEASON OF ADVENT 
 

ADVENT 3 - JOY 

mailto:Stdavidalc@bellnet.ca
http://www.stdavidsorillia.org/


READINGS 
 

Sunday Dec 13/20 Sunday Dec 20/20 
Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11 2 Samuel 7: 1-11, 16 
Psalm 126 Psalm 89: 1-4, 19-26 
1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24 Romans 16: 25-27 
John 1: 6-8, 19-28 Luke 1: 26-38 

 

DONATE 
Donations to St. David can be made on line at: 

www.tinyurl.com/yy8gzg86 
 

CONTACTS 
 

Pastor Lori Pilatzke  705-259-1386 
         email: pastoratstdavid@gmail.com 
Honourary Assistant Diane Fryer  705-325-8481 
Youth & Child Ministry Nancy Hannah 705-326-8782 
                email: nancy@thehannahs.ca 
Council Chair Rick Bates  705-325-7801 
                      email: nanric@icloud.com 
Council Co-Chair Vickie Taylor  705-345-6811 
    mail: vl.taylor55@gmail.com 
Prayer Chain Jean Phillips  705-329-2474 
             email: jrphillips1935@gmail.com 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

“Rejoice always,” begins the reading from 1 Thessalonians.  
Isaiah and the psalmist make clear that God is turning our 
mourning into laughter and shouts of joy.  “All God’s children 
got a robe,” go the words of a spiritual.  It is not so much a 
stately, formal, pressed outfit as it is a set of party clothes, 
clothes we are happy to wear.  We receive that robe in 
baptism, and in worship we gather for a foretaste of God’s 
party. 
 

GATHERING 
 

Presider: God of time and God of eternity. 
People: For you we wait. 
Presider: God of outer space and God closer than we can 

imagine. 
People: For you we wait. 
Presider: God of the roaring noise of the world and God of 

silence 
People: For you we wait. 
Presider: In our homes, classrooms, factories, offices and 

fields 
People: For you we wait. 
Presider: In this place and in this time 
People: For you we wait. 
 

Hymn  242 (red)  Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn 
 

Presider: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ….you all 
People: And also with you. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
Presider: We light one candle for joy.  Because the world is 

broken and the wait is long, but our joy cannot be 
contained.  Like a toddler, toppling the thrones of 
power with a gleeful swipe, Joy pierces our silence 
with a song – interrupts our sighing with laughter – 
unshackles our fumbling feet to dance.  “My soul 
magnifies the Lord,” she whispers, “and my Spirit 
rejoices in God my Saviour.” 

People: So we light one candle, because it only takes 
one Christ with us.   Amen. 

 

Hymn 7 (vu) Joy is a Star 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

  REFLECTIONS ON THE READINGS 
 

ISAIAH 61: 1-4, 8-11 
Though the people had returned to Jerusalem from exile in 
Babylon, they continued to face hardship and oppression.  In 
the language of the jubilee year described in Leviticus 25, the 
prophet, moved by the spirit of God, announces deliverance for 
those who are oppressed and comfort for those who mourn. 
 

PSALM 126 
The Lord has done great things for us. (Ps 126: 3) 
 

1 THESSALONIANS 5: 16-24 
Paul concludes his letter to the Thessalonians by encouraging 
them to live lives of continual joy, prayer, and thanksgiving.  
The closing blessing is grounded in the hope of Christ’s 
coming. 
 

JOHN 1: 6-8, 19-28 
John’s gospel describes Jesus as the “light of the world.”  John 
the Baptist is presented as a witness to Jesus, one who directs 
attention away from himself to Christ, the true light. 
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Third Sunday of Advent - we light the candle of Joy.  
 

Why is the candle of Joy pink? 
….. joy of the coming of the Lord.  A pause in the midst of our 
Advent waiting.  So if it’s a shot of Joy we need then here it is - 
St David’s Christmas schedule!  
 Thank you everyone for doing the survey and thank 
you to Sonja Schweter for setting it up for us. We’ve learned a 
few things in hindsight regarding the survey but it gave us a 
good idea of what you are open to.  
 We are pre taping a special Christmas service which 
will be uploaded to our YouTube channel on Dec 24.  Knowing 
COVID 19 numbers have been consistently rising we are 
looming ever closer to red zone which would prevent us from 
gathering indoors.  Plus, according to our survey results, we 
would exceed our allowed inside capacity.  So ... we are doing 
our Christmas Eve outside this year.  
 Mary, ready to give birth and papa Joseph were 
expecting to stay in a nice, clean, warm inn at Bethlehem!  
Instead they ended up in a barn and that’s where our faith was 
born.  
 We will meet around the manger, to proclaim the good 
news of the birth of Jesus, break bread, light our candles and 
sing songs of this Holy night.  We will do this according to the 
numbers allowed to gather outside, safely distanced and with 
masks for those who are able to wear them.  
 We are thinking of folks who may need to stay in 
vehicles to keep warm and preferred parking will be made 
available so they can see and hear.  Those who may not be 
able to wear masks are welcome to attend, at a safer distance.  
We will also be going live via our FaceBook page as another 
option for folk to join in.  
 It will be like no other Christmas we’ve ever celebrated 
before and while we long for our traditional service, if we were 
not in covid times, we just might receive beyond what we could 
ever ask or imagine! 
 We will also be uploading a Service of Lessons and 
Carols on Sunday Dec 27.  This is a joint service with 
Westside Lutheran - Barrie, St Mark’s Anglican Lutheran - 
Midland and St David - Orillia.  
 

in peace and love … 
Pastor Lori + 

   
 

STORY 
 

Reading Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11 
 

Acclamation Hymn 34 (vu) Come Now O God of Peace 
 

Presider: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Presider: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
 according John 
People: Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
   John 1: 6-8, 19-28 
Presider: The Gospel of Christ 
People: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 
Acclamation Hymn 34 (vu) Come Now O God of Peace 
 

RESPONDING 
Homily:  Pastor Lori 
 

Hymn of the Day 239 (red) Hark the Glad Sound 
 

CONFESSION 
 

Leader: Blessed be God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit 
whose forgiveness is sure and whose steadfast 
love endures forever. 

People: Amen. 
Leader: Together let us honestly and humbly confess that 

we have not lived as God desires.  [pause] 
Loving and forgiving God, 

People: we confess that we are held captive by sin.  In 
spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray.  
We have not welcomed the stranger; we have 
not loved our neighbour; we have not been 
Christ to one another.  Restore us, O God.  
Wake us up and turn us from our sin.  Renew us 
each day in the light of Christ.  Amen. 

Presider: People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s 
endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you are 
free – free from all that holds you back and free to 
live in the peaceable realm of God.  May you be 
strengthened in God’s love,  comforted by Christ’s 
peace, and accompanied with the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

RESPONSE: We pray to you. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

OFFERTORY 
 

Hymn 561 (red): Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory 
 

Leader: Prayer over the Gifts 
 

BLESS AND BREAK 
 

Presider: We thank You, Lord God, 
People: For breaking into our world, our lives and our 

experience. 
Presider: We thank You, O Christ, 
People: For this meal of remembering, and the stories 

of love and grace that it tells. 
Presider: We thank You, O Spirit, 
People: For Your Presence and Your challenge for us 

to become agents of God’s compassion. 
Presider: In this moment of worship we embrace Your 

presence again, O God. 
People: And we offer You our love. 
Presider: In this moment of prayer we proclaim again Your 

dream for the world, O Saviour, 
People: And we offer You our resources. 
Presider: In this moment of giving we hear Your people 

again, O Lord, 
People: And we offer You ourselves. 
Presider: Use us – People that we have and People that we 

are to touch the world with the message of Advent: 
People: God is love.  God is with us.  God will never 

leave us. 
Presider: So we remember Jesus’ birth……….. 
 

So we eat, and we drink, and we remember: 
People: With hope and joy in the new life which comes 

here and now in God’s kingdom. 
Presider: God of Grace, come to us……..a single, unified 

body. 
People: Amen 
 

  Presider: And now as Jesus has taught us, let us pray saying:  
People: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
against us.  Save us from the time of trial, and 
deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

SHARING 
 

Presider: Come now with joy to Emmanuel’s table. 
People: Let us feast at the banquet that gives us joy. 
 

Presider: This is the table at which God is host and all are 
welcome guests.  The gifts of God for the whole 
people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God 
 

COMMUNION HYMN 
 Hymn 556 (red) Morning Has Broken 

  
 

Presider: Prayer after Communion 
People: Amen.  Glory to God, whose power working in us 

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 
Glory to God from generation to generation, in the 
Church and in Christ Jesus, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
 

NEWS AND EVENTS 
 

SENDING 
 

Hymn 95 (blue) O Come Divine Messiah 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

Presider: Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the 
Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
Presider: Be safe, love one another, and have a holy Sabbath.  

See you next week. 
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