Convictions -

how | learned what
matters most.
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Chapter 7

ESUS'S DEATH ON THE
CROSS MATTERS -
LSRR TN =) O U ——



JESUS MATTERS

1. Jesus’ death on the cross




The Focus on Atonement
obscures and renders invisible

the hlstorlcal reasons for hIS
Qn and tne theo go




Theological Explanation --

A. Jesus dies upon the cross to save me from
my sins.

B. God needed me to atone for my sins but
Jesus took my place. (Fundamentalist belief)
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CONSIDER:

a. Is Jesus the Sacrificial
Lamb who substitutes for
us before God.

b. Is Jesus a heroic
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Did he die as a rebel or as a
model for us as a model of
transformed living?




The “Kingdom of God” was not about an
afterlife, about how to get to heaven, but
about the transformation of life here on
earth.
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Crucifixion was a
punishment for sedition/




summary

1, The gospel was an anti-imperial vision of
what the world could be like. Early Christianity
was anti-imperial: that's why Jesus was
- sacrificed and why Christians were persecuted.
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The Cross Matters




Mother Theresa said: "o look
at someone In the eye Is
maybe the closest we come
to seeing God.
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Closing




