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Theme:  If you are yielded to God you can be confident that He will give you 
divine directions. 
 
Text:  Genesis 24 
 
Here’s a thought:  Oswald Chambers observed, "The golden rule for 
understanding in spiritual matters is not intellect, but obedience." 
 
Decisions, decisions!  It's incredible how much we determine in our lives by the 
choices we make: 

What friends should I have? 
Where should I go to school? 
Where should I live? 
What should I do for a living? 
Where should I work? 
Should I get married?  If yes, whom should I marry? 
Should we have children? 
Should we buy a house? 
What house should we buy? 

 
We have all wrestled or we will wrestle with these questions.  These are some of 
the biggies.  Just stop and think for a moment how many smaller decisions you 
will have to make this week! 
 
There is a story in Genesis 24 that has a treasure chest of principles on 
knowing and following the will of God.  This account does not give us an 
exhaustive description of how we can understand divine directions, but it does 
provide some great insights. 
 
According to Genesis 24 divine directions include: 
Dedication (24:1-10a) 
Integrity (24:10b-14) 
Vision (24:15-32) 
Initiative (24:39-41) 
Network (24:49-58) 



 

Effectiveness (24:59-67) 
 
Dedication - a willingness to do the will of God 
 

 
 
Genesis 24:1-10a: 
 1 Abraham was now old and well advanced in years, and the LORD had 

blessed him in every way. 2 He said to the chief servant in his household, 
the one in charge of all that he had, "Put your hand under my thigh. 3 I 
want you to swear by the LORD, the God of heaven and the God of earth, 
that you will not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the 
Canaanites, among whom I am living, 4 but will go to my country and my 
own relatives and get a wife for my son Isaac." 5 The servant asked him, 
"What if the woman is unwilling to come back with me to this land?  
Shall I then take your son back to the country you came from?" 6 "Make 
sure that you do not take my son back there," Abraham said. 7 "The 
LORD, the God of heaven, who brought me out of my father's household 
and my native land and who spoke to me and promised me on oath, 
saying, 'To your offspring I will give this land' - he will send his angel 
before you so that you can get a wife for my son from there. 8 If the 
woman is unwilling to come back with you, then you will be released from 
this oath of mine.  Only do not take my son back there." 9 So the servant 
put his hand under the thigh of his master Abraham and swore an oath 
to him concerning this matter. 10a Then the servant took ten of his 
master's camels and left, taking with him all kinds of good things from 
his master. NIV 

 
Discovering God's will for our lives begins with a genuine desire to obey what 
He will ask of us.  The God of heaven and earth is more than willing to reveal 
His plan to us if we are willing to heed what He reveals.  If He shows us the 
direction we should head in and we do not obey, He will eventually stop 
communicating.  My experience has been that if an extended period of time 
passes before I sense the Lord speaking to me or leading me, I might not have 
responded obediently to the last directive He gave me. 
 
If the Lord is silent, perhaps He is waiting for your response to the last time He 
spoke.  When was the last time you sensed the Lord speaking to you?  If He 
asked you to do something, did you follow through on it?  There is a big 
difference between knowing what to do and doing what you know.  Good 



 

intentions are not enough! 
 
According to Genesis 24 divine directions include: 
Dedication 
Integrity - principles to live by 
 

 
 
Genesis 24:10b-14: 
 10b He [Abraham’s servant] set out for Aram Naharaim and made his 

way to the town of Nahor. 11 He had the camels kneel down near the well 
outside the town; it was toward evening, the time the women go out to 
draw water. 12 Then he prayed, "O LORD, God of my master Abraham, 
give me success today, and show kindness to my master Abraham. 13 
See, I am standing beside this spring, and the daughters of the 
townspeople are coming out to draw water. 14 May it be that when I say 
to a girl, 'Please let down your jar that I may have a drink,' and she says, 
'Drink, and I'll water your camels too' - let her be the one you have 
chosen for your servant Isaac.  By this I will know that you have shown 
kindness to my master." NIV 

 
Abraham's servant was to look for a woman from Abe's extended family, not one 
of the women of Canaan, who lived under the curse of their forefather, Ham, 
youngest son of Noah (see Genesis 9:20-25).  He was looking for a kind woman 
who had a servant's heart, who was hospitable, cheerful and industrious.  
These are good qualifications for a wife and mother, for one who is to be a 
companion to her husband, a household manager and trusted to form the 
minds of children.  The servant did not go to places of amusement and sinful 
pleasure and pray that he might meet one there, but to the well of water, 
expecting to find a hard-working woman there. 
 
Rebekah, in all respects, answered the characteristics he sought in the woman 
that was to be his master's wife.  When she came to the well, she went down 
and filled her pitcher, and came up to go home with it.  She did not stand to 
gaze upon the strange man and his camels, but minded her business, and 
would not have been diverted from it unless she had a chance to help someone.  
She did not curiously or confidently enter into conversation with him, but 
answered him modestly. 
 
When I was dating Brenda, I spent a lot of time thinking about the qualities 



 

that made her so special.  For the first semester of our third year in Bible 
school we were broken up, and I took the opportunity to step back and decide if 
this was the girl to whom I wanted to make a life-long commitment.  It took me 
a few months to come to my senses, but the decision to pursue such a 
relationship with her was made then. 
 
Billy Graham was asked what the three most important qualities needed in the 
Christian community were.  He replied emphatically, "Integrity, integrity and 
integrity!"  Integrity includes truthfulness, a striving to represent myself just as 
I am without any false pretence. 
 
At a reception in Ottawa, a young man was asked by a widow to guess her age.  
"You must have some idea," she said, as he hesitated. 
 
"I have several ideas," he admitted, with a smile.  "The trouble is that I hesitate 
whether to make it ten years younger on account of your looks or ten years 
older on account of your intelligence." 
 
The principles and commitments we live our lives by reveal the measure of our 
integrity.  What is non-negotiable in your life?  Where do you find the principles 
by which decisions are made?  Jesus warned us that if we build our lives upon 
the shifting sands of this world rather than the solid rock of His Word we (and 
possibly those around us that we influence) are in for big trouble. 
 
According to Genesis 24 divine directions include: 
Dedication 
Integrity 
Vision – seeing circumstances through God’s eyes 
 

 
 
Genesis 24:15-32: 
 15 Before he had finished praying, Rebekah came out with her jar on her 

shoulder.  She was the daughter of Bethuel son of Milcah, who was the 
wife of Abraham's brother Nahor. 16 The girl was very beautiful, a virgin; 
no man had ever lain with her.  She went down to the spring, filled her 
jar and came up again. 17 The servant hurried to meet her and said, 
"Please give me a little water from your jar." 18 "Drink, my lord," she said, 
and quickly lowered the jar to her hands and gave him a drink. 19 After 
she had given him a drink, she said, "I'll draw water for your camels too, 



 

until they have finished drinking." 20 So she quickly emptied her jar into 
the trough, ran back to the well to draw more water, and drew enough for 
all his camels. 21 Without saying a word, the man watched her closely to 
learn whether or not the LORD had made his journey successful. 22 
When the camels had finished drinking, the man took out a gold nose 
ring weighing a beka and two gold bracelets weighing ten shekels. 23 
Then he asked, "Whose daughter are you?  Please tell me, is there room 
in your father's house for us to spend the night?" 24 She answered him, 
"I am the daughter of Bethuel, the son that Milcah bore to Nahor." 
[Rebekah was Abraham's brother's granddaughter!] 25 And she added, 
"We have plenty of straw and fodder, as well as room for you to spend the 
night." 26 Then the man bowed down and worshipped the LORD, 27 
saying, "Praise be to the LORD, the God of my master Abraham, who has 
not abandoned his kindness and faithfulness to my master.  As for me, 
the LORD has led me on the journey to the house of my master's 
relatives." 28 The girl ran and told her mother's household about these 
things. 29 Now Rebekah had a brother named Laban, and he hurried out 
to the man at the spring. 30 As soon as he had seen the nose ring, and 
the bracelets on his sister's arms, and had heard Rebekah tell what the 
man said to her, he went out to the man and found him standing by the 
camels near the spring. 31 "Come, you who are blessed by the LORD," he 
said.  "Why are you standing out here?  I have prepared the house and a 
place for the camels." 32 So the man went to the house, and the camels 
were unloaded.  Straw and fodder were brought for the camels, and water 
for him and his men to wash their feet. NIV 

 
The servant was interpreting events through the eyes of the Almighty.  He knew 
what to look for in a wife for Isaac.  He had vision.  We all ought to have ideals 
by which we live.  Yes, there is a time for realism, but without godly vision we 
will settle for second best, for less than we should.  Positive events and 
setbacks are best interpreted when we have a clear picture of what God is 
saying and doing. 
 
In the midst of a desperately needy and corrupt world, Jesus walked calmly and 
deliberately according to the agenda established for Him by the Father.  
Abraham's servant was similarly motivated - he watched closely to see what 
God was doing and he was working in agreement with what God was doing. 
 
How is your vision?  Do you tend to interpret the events in your life in light of 
what the Lord's ultimate purposes are, or in light of your own desires?  Do you 
tend to interpret people's words through the Father's ears or through your own 
ears which are quick to take offence?  Let's ask the Lord to transform our 
spiritual senses. 
 
According to Genesis 24 divine directions include: 



 

Dedication 
Integrity 
Vision 
Initiative - confidence in God's leading  
 

 
 
As the servant explained to Laban and Bethuel how he had come to them, he 
reveals the faith and confidence of his master Abraham in Genesis 24:39-41: 
 39 Then I asked my master, “What if the woman will not come back with 

me?” 40 He replied, “The LORD, before whom I have walked, will send his 
angel with you and make your journey a success, so that you can get a 
wife for my son from my own clan and from my father's family. 41 Then, 
when you go to my clan, you will be released from my oath even if they 
refuse to give her to you - you will be released from my oath.” NIV 

 
Abraham obviously felt strongly that the Lord was to have him find a wife for 
his son Isaac amongst his relatives.  This surety of God's leading came through 
much experience already in hearing and obeying God's voice.  Abraham was not 
perfect by any means, but he was a man of faith:  He was led by the Lord from 
his homeland into a strange country, he was given a promise by God that 
through him a nation would arise, he and his wife Sarah became parents well 
beyond their “retirement” years, and he was willing to sacrifice his own son 
(confident that the Lord would still fulfil His promise of raising up a nation). 
 
There is a time for prayer and there is a time for action.  Abraham waited on 
God, received divine direction and he acted on the initiative that came to him. 
 
The Wall Street Journal provides us with this tidbit of advice: 
 Sometimes the decision to do nothing is wise.  But you can't make a 

career of doing nothing.  Freddie Fulcrum weighed everything too 
carefully.  He would say, "On the one hand ... but then, on the other," 
and his arguments weighed out so evenly he never did anything.  When 
Freddie died, they carved a big zero on his tombstone.  If you decide to 
fish - fine.  Or, if you decide to cut bait - fine.  But if you decide to do 
nothing, you're not going to have fish for dinner. 

 
We are all at different places in our spiritual pilgrimage.  Some of us are too 
busy, with our schedules and minds too cluttered to distinguish the voice of 
God.  Some of us are not busy enough, with too much idle time on our hands.  



 

If either is the case in your life, with the kingdom of God in view your time, 
energy and money is not being invested wisely.  Are you too busy to be still and 
know that He is God?  Are you in the place where the Lord can speak to you?  
Or are you not busy enough - dragging your feet and failing to act on the 
initiative the Lord has already taken in showing you the way to go? 
 
According to Genesis 24 divine directions include: 
Dedication 
Integrity 
Vision 
Initiative 
Network - the confirmation of others 
 

 
 
Genesis 24:49-58: 
 49 Now if you will show kindness and faithfulness to my master, tell me; 

and if not, tell me, so I may know which way to turn." 50 Laban and 
Bethuel answered, "This is from the LORD; we can say nothing to you 
one way or the other. 51 Here is Rebekah; take her and go, and let her 
become the wife of your master's son, as the LORD has directed." 52 
When Abraham's servant heard what they said, he bowed down to the 
ground before the LORD. 53 Then the servant brought out gold and silver 
jewelry and articles of clothing and gave them to Rebekah; he also gave 
costly gifts to her brother and to her mother. 54 Then he and the men 
who were with him ate and drank and spent the night there.  When they 
got up the next morning, he said, "Send me on my way to my master." 55 
But her brother and her mother replied, "Let the girl remain with us ten 
days or so; then you may go." 56 But he said to them, "Do not detain me, 
now that the LORD has granted success to my journey.  Send me on my 
way so I may go to my master." 57 Then they said, "Let's call the girl and 
ask her about it." 58 So they called Rebekah and asked her, "Will you go 
with this man?"  "I will go," she said. NIV 

 
Webster's New World Dictionary defines “network” as "a group, system, etc. of 
interconnected or cooperating individuals." 
 
I still remember sitting in the Red Rooster coffee shop in Eston, Saskatchewan, 
asking Brenda's father if he would consent to us getting married.  This was not 
an easy thing to do (I was sweating bricks), but his positive response was a 



 

confirmation.  Even while we went through premarital counselling later with 
our pastor, we wanted to be sure we were open to his appraisal of our 
relationship and to his thoughts on whether or not we should be married. 
 
Consider the network of friends and family in which the Lord has placed you.  
This network can be one of safety if we make good use of it.  I hope that we are 
all growing in our understanding of the Scriptures and in our relationship with 
the Holy Spirit so that we could wisely discern what godly counsel is and what 
is not.  We would be fools if we believed we could embrace all counsel given to 
us.  I have discovered that I cannot agree with everybody and keep everybody 
happy.  However, I believe we are greater fools if we simply ignore what our 
network of leaders, family (both natural and spiritual) and friends advise us.  
They often see blind spots in our lives that we would have never been able to 
see on our own.  I thank God for the network I'm in, and I pray that you do too! 
 
According to Genesis 24 divine directions include: 
Dedication 
Integrity 
Vision 
Initiative 
Network 
Effectiveness - the rewards of obedience 
 

 
 
Genesis 24:59-67: 
 59 So they sent their sister Rebekah on her way, along with her nurse 

and Abraham's servant and his men. 60 And they blessed Rebekah and 
said to her, "Our sister, may you increase to thousands upon thousands; 
may your offspring possess the gates of their enemies." 61 Then Rebekah 
and her maids got ready and mounted their camels and went back with 
the man.  So the servant took Rebekah and left. 62 Now Isaac had come 
from Beer Lahai Roi, for he was living in the Negev. 63 He went out to the 
field one evening to meditate, and as he looked up, he saw camels 
approaching. 64 Rebekah also looked up and saw Isaac.  She got down 
from her camel 65 and asked the servant, "Who is that man in the field 
coming to meet us?"  "He is my master," the servant answered.  So she 
took her veil and covered herself. 66 Then the servant told Isaac all he 
had done. 67 Isaac brought her into the tent of his mother Sarah, and he 
married Rebekah.  So she became his wife, and he loved her; and Isaac 



 

was comforted after his mother's [Sarah's] death. NIV 
 
Oswald Chambers (1874-1914) observed, "The golden rule for understanding in 
spiritual matters is not intellect, but obedience." 
 
One step at a time, Abraham's servant displayed a dedication to responding to 
the Lord's direction.  The rewards of this obedience from the heart were the 
completion of his mission. 
 
The Lord wants us to be fruitful and productive in our lives.  I believe that 
despite our tragedies and difficulties, our lives are generally intended to become 
more rewarding as we grow older, as we enjoy the fruits of our labours in 
obedience to God. 
 
George Muller (1805-1898) reveals a secret in discovering divine directions with 
these words: 
 I seek at the beginning to get my heart into such a state that it has no 

will of its own in regard to a given matter.  90% of the trouble with people 
is just here.  90% of the difficulties are overcome when our hearts are 
ready to do the Lord's will, whatever it may be.  When one is truly in this 
state, it is usually but a little way to the knowledge of what His will is. 

 
Divine directions begin with dedication to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Augustine, a 
well-loved and respected theologian of the fifth century, instructed the church, 
"Love God and do as you please."  He went on to explain, "For the soul trained 
in love to God will do nothing to offend the One who is Beloved.” 
 
According to Genesis 24 divine directions include: 
Dedication (24:1-10a) 
Integrity (24:10b-14) 
Vision (24:15-32) 
Initiative (24:39-41) 
Network (24:49-58) 
Effectiveness (24:59-67) 
 
I don't pretend to have this whole subject of knowing God’s will all figured out 
but I do know this:  if you are yielded to Him you can be confident that He will 
give you divine directions! 
 

 


