Participants: 
Message:  Mark
Prayer: Mark
Song Leaders/Liturgists: Judi, Nel, Luke
Piano: Pearl
Drums: Luke
Guitar: Mark


BE NOT AFRAID:  WELLS OF DEEP JOY

WE BEGIN OUR WORSHIP 


Duet: Come Thou Long Expected Jesus, LU 56: 1, 2

Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us,
let us find our rest in thee.

Israel’s strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art:
dear desire of every nation,
joy of every longing heart.

Call to Worship (Luke)   

Sing praises to God on high, for glorious are God’s works.
Sing praises to the ends of the earth.
Shout and sing for joy, O people of God,
for great is the Holy One in our midst,
blessed is the One who comes to dwell among us

Song:  On Christmas Night, LU 89: 1, 2 

On Christmas night all Christians sing
to hear the news the angels bring.
On Christmas night all Christians sing
to hear the news the angels bring:
news of great joy, news of great mirth,
news of our merciful King’s birth.


Then why should we on earth be sad,
since our Redeemer made us glad?
Then why should we on earth be sad,
since our Redeemer made us glad,
when from our sin he set us free,
all for to gain our liberty?

Welcome and God’s Greeting (Mark)

All:  Amen

ADVENT CANDLE OF JOY
(Reader 1: Judi Reader 2: Luke) 

Reader 1:   The last two Sundays of Advent we lit the Hope and Peace candles. Today, as we prepare to light the candle of Joy listen to the following words:

In a world of despair, where depression rates run high, where the pandemic has created so much sadness and loss, God, we call upon you to come.

Reader 2:
 In a world where joy is a distant memory, we call upon you, Great God of Joy, to come.

Reader 1: 
In this season of Advent, we wait for the coming of Joy into our world. We await the birth of the Anointed One, the Promised Child, who comes into our lives in a new way.

Reader 2: 
Come, Messiah, come, and save us.  

The Candle of Joy

Reader 1: 
.  Now we will light the Candle of Joy.  

Light the Joy Candle (Nel, light the candle here)

Song:  Christ, Be Our Light

Solo: (Luke)
Into this world morning is breaking.
All of God’s people, lift up your voice.
Cry out with joy, tell out the story,
All of the earth rejoice

All:
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts,
Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.

Reading: The Winter Is Cold, Is Cold  (read by Nel)
by Madeleine L’Engle

The winter is cold, is cold.
All’s spent in keeping warm.
Has joy been frozen, too?
I blow upon my hands
Stiff from the biting wind.
My heart beats slow, beats slow.
What has become of joy?

If joy’s gone from my heart
Then it is closed to you
Who made it, gave it life.
If I protect myself
I’m hiding, Lord, from you.
How we defend ourselves
In ancient suits of mail!

Protected from the sword,
Shrinking from the wound,
We look for happiness,
Small, safety-seeking, dulled,
Selfish, exclusive, in-turned.
Elusive, evasive, peace comes
Only when it’s not sought.

Help me forget the cold
That grips the grasping world.
Let me stretch out my hands
To purifying fire,
Clutching fingers uncurled.
Look! Here is the melting joy.
My heart beats once again




Song:  Joy to the World, LU 92: 1, 2

Joy to the world! the Lord is come:
let earth receive her King.
Let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns:
let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

Prayers of the People (please end with a prayer of illumination)  

WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORDS OF JOY

Scripture: Isaiah 12:1-6

In that day you will say: "I will praise you, O LORD. Although you were angry with me, your anger has turned away and you have comforted me.

Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. The LORD, the LORD, is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation."

With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.

In that day you will say: "Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name; make known among the nations what he has done, and proclaim that his name is exalted.

Sing to the LORD, for he has done glorious things; let this be known to all the world.

Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel among you."

Message: Wells of Deep Joy

Prayer




Song of Response:  These are the Days of Elijah

These are the days of Elijah
Declaring the Word of the Lord
And these are the days
Of your servant Moses
Righteousness being restored
And though these are days
Of great trials
Of famine and darkness and sword
Still we are the voice
In the desert crying
Prepare ye the way of the Lord

Chorus
Behold He comes
Riding on the clouds
Shining like the sun
At the trumpet call
So lift your voice
It's the year of Jubilee
And out of Zion's hill
Salvation comes.

And these are the days of Ezekiel
The dry bones becoming as flesh
And these are the days
Of your servant David
Rebuilding a temple of praise
And these are the days of the harvest
The fields are as white in the world
And we are the labourers
In your vineyard
Declaring the Word of the Lord

Chorus
Behold He comes
Riding on the clouds
Shining like the sun
At the trumpet call
So lift your voice
It's the year of Jubilee
And out of Zion's hill
Salvation comes.

There is no god like Jehovah
There is no god like Jehovah
There is no god like Jehovah
There is no god like Jehovah
There is no god like Jehovah
There is no god like Jehovah
There is no god like Jehovah
There is no god like Jehovah (hey)

Chorus
Behold He comes
Riding on the clouds
Shining like the sun
At the trumpet call
So lift your voice
It's the year of Jubilee
And out of Zion's hill
Salvation comes


WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

One:  Behold, God is your salvation!
All:  And also yours!
One:  With joy, draw hope from our God.
All:  We will fill our hearts with the grace of our God.
One:  Say on this day, ‘I will give thanks to God, who loves us.”
All:  Surely God is our song, and our salvation!

When nothingness seemed to stretch
into forever, you spoke, Mindful God,
and the days of creation sprang forth,
     throwing down all chaos, 
     shaping all that is marvelous and new
          from its shattered pieces.
In our foolishness, we were led astray
     by temptation and sin's sweet words,
but the end did not follow immediately,
for you sent the prophets to sing your praises.
But though they spoke to us, we would not listen.
So you sent your Beloved Child,
rejoicing in him, so you could delight in your people.
 
So with busybodies and those who are never a burden,
with our sisters and brothers from every time and place,
we sing our songs of thanksgiving and joy to you:
 
All:  Holy, holy, holy is God who saves us.
All creation is glad and rejoices in your forever.
Hosanna in the highest!

Surely you are the One who saves us, Holy God,
sending Jesus to become one of us, for us.
 
As we remember his death offered for us,
as we celebrate his life shared with us,
we speak of that mystery we know as faith:

All:  Christ died, trusting in God completely,
Christ was raised, resurrection drawn from the springs of salvation;
Christ will return, to create us as a joy.


Pour out your Spirit of grace and hope
upon the Table and its simple gifts of life,
and upon your people everywhere. 
On this day, as we are fed by the Bread of life, (break bread here)
we will give thanks to you,
     even as we go to build houses for those who have none,
     to feed all who do not have enough to nourish them.

On this day, as we drink from the Cup
drawn from the springs of salvation, (Pour wine here)
we will remember your great deeds,
     by opening our ears to the sound of weeping
     among our friends, and those we do not know,
          offering relief to those who cry with distress.
 
And when all days have come to an end,
and we discover that the Holy One is in our midst,
we will cry aloud, singing out our joy to you,
God in Community, Holy in One,
forever and ever. Amen

The Gifts of God for the People of God

Take eat….

Take drink…

Prayer

Song of Praise: Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ, LU 830: 1, 3 

Let us talents and tongues employ,
reaching out with a shout of joy.
Bread is broken, the wine is poured,
Christ is spoken and seen and heard.

Refrain
Jesus lives again,
earth can breathe again;
pass the Word around:
loaves abound!

Jesus calls us in, sends us out
bearing fruit in a world of doubt,
gives us love to tell, bread to share.
God (Emmanuel) everywhere!

Refrain
Jesus lives again,
earth can breathe again;
pass the Word around:
loaves abound!

OUR WORSHIP ENDS WITH BLESSING AND JOY

God Blesses Us
All: Amen

Song:  Walk in the Reign

Refrain
Close as tomorrow the sun shall appear.
Freedom is coming and healing is near.
And I shall be with you in laughter and pain
To stand in the wind and walk in the reign,
To walk in the reign.

A sower in planting in acres unseen 
The seeds of the future, the field of God’s dream. 
Those meadows are humming, though none sees them rise. 
The name of the sower is God of surprise, the God of surprise

Refrain
Close as tomorrow the sun shall appear.
Freedom is coming and healing is near.
And I shall be with you in laughter and pain
To stand in the wind and walk in the reign,
To walk in the reign

################################################################

Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus
Words: Charles Wesley, P.D.  Music: (STUTTGART)  P.D.

On Christmas NIght
Words: Luke Wadding alt., P.D.  Music: (SUSSEX CAROL) P.D.

Christ Be Our Light
Type: Words and Music; 
© 1993, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.
Contributors: Bernadette Farrell Used by permission of OneLicense # A-734795

Joy to the World
Words: Isaac Watts, 1719 P.D.  Music: (ANTIOCH) Lowell Mason, 1848, P.D.

The Days of Elijah
Robin Mark © 1996 Song Solutions Daybreak (Admin. by Song Solutions www.songsolutions.org)  Used by permission of CCLI License # 11332175

Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ
Contributors: Fred Kaan/Doreen Potter
Tune: © 1975 Hope Publishing Company Text: © 1975 Hope Publishing Company Used by permission of OneLicense #A-734795

Walk in the Reign
Text: Rory Cooney, b.1952 Tune: Rory Cooney, b.1952
© 1990, GIA Publications, Inc  Used by Permission of OneLicense # A-734795
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