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St. Matthew Anglican Church
St. Thomas Anglican Church

Home Prayers
A Form of Prayer for Groups or Families

Easter 7A
A candle or candles placed on the table or in the worship area may be lit. A cross and flowers by the
candle on the table is appropriate. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! THE LORD IS RISEN INDEED. ALLELUIA!
May his grace and peace be with you. MAY HE FILL OUR HEARTS WITH JOY!

Opening: Glory to God on High CP 365 

Glory to God on high, and peace to all on earth.
We worship you, we give you thanks, our heavenly King.
We give you praise, almighty God and Father blessed in glory bright.

Our Saviour, Jesus Christ, the Father’s only Son,
The sacrificial Lamb, who saves the world from sin,
Have mercy Lord. Beside the Father’s hand enthroned, now hear our prayer.

You only are the Lord. Your only are most high.
You only are the holy one, Lord Jesus Christ.
And now you reign with Father and with Spirit one in glorious light.
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The Collect

O God of glory, YOUR SON JESUS CHRIST ASCENDED TO GLORY AT YOUR SIDE.
BRING US TOGETHER IN CHRIST, SO THAT ALL MAY BE DRAWN INTO YOUR BOUNTIFUL DWELLING

WHERE WITH CHRIST AND THE SPIRIT, YOU LIVE UNITED IN LOVE AND JOY.  AMEN.

Song of Praise: Christ Our Passover CP 750

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us;
therefore let us keep the feast,
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil,
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Christ being raised from the dead will never die again;
death no longer has dominion over him.
The death that He died, He died to sin, once for all;
But the life He lives, He lives to God.
So also consider yourselves dead to sin,
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Christ has been raised from the dead,
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.
For since by a man came death,
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.
For as in Adam all die,
so also in Christ shall all be made alive.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

The Proclamation of the Word

First Reading:    Paulette and Melissa Acts 1:6-14

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles,

So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will restore the
kingdom to Israel?"  
He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority.
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their
sight.  While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes
stood by them.  They said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus,
who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into
heaven."

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath
day's journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were
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staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew,
James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James.  All these were constantly
devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as
well as his brothers.

Hear what the Spirit of the Lord is saying to us today: THANKS BE TO GOD!

Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35     Paulette and Melissa

1 Arise, O God, and let your enemies be scattered; let those who hate you flee.

2 LET THEM VANISH LIKE SMOKE WHEN THE WIND DRIVES IT AWAY; AS THE WAX MELTS AT THE FIRE, SO LET

THE WICKED PERISH AT YOUR PRESENCE.

3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before you; let them also be merry and joyful.

4 LET US SING TO GOD, SING PRAISES TO THE DIVINE NAME; LET US EXALT THE ONE WHO RIDES UPON THE

HEAVENS; YAHWEH IS THE DIVINE NAME, BEFORE WHOM WE SHALL REJOICE!

5 Protector of orphans, defender of widows, the One who dwells in holiness,

6 WHO GIVES THE SOLITARY A HOME AND BRINGS FORTH PRISONERS INTO FREEDOM; BUT THE REBELS SHALL

LIVE IN DRY PLACES.

7 O God, when you went forth before your people, when you marched through the wilderness,

8 THE EARTH SHOOK, AND THE SKIES POURED DOWN RAIN, AT YOUR PRESENCE, O GOD OF SINAI, AT YOUR

PRESENCE, O GOD OF ISRAEL.

9 You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; you refreshed the land when it was weary.

10 YOUR PEOPLE FOUND THEIR HOME IN IT; IN YOUR GOODNESS, O GOD, YOU HAVE MADE PROVISION FOR

THE POOR.

32 Sing to God, O dominions of the earth; sing praises to the Lord.

33 YOU RIDE IN THE HEAVENS, THE ANCIENT HEAVENS, O GOD; SENDING FORTH YOUR VOICE, YOUR MIGHTY

VOICE.

34 Ascribe power to God; whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies.

35 HOW WONDERFUL IS GOD IN THE DIVINE SANCTUARY! THE GOD OF ISRAEL GIVES STRENGTH AND POWER

TO THIS PEOPLE! BLESSED BE GOD!

GLORY BE TO THE FATHER AND TO THE SON AND TO THE HOLY SPIRIT, AS IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING IS NOW

AND EVER SHALL BE, WORLD WITHOUT END.  AMEN.

Children’s Talk 

Second Reading:    Paulette and Melissa 1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11

A reading from the first book of Peter,

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though
something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ's sufferings,
so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed.

If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the
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Spirit of God, is resting on you. Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that
he may exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you.

Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking
for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters
in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering.  And after you have suffered for a little
while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore,
support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the power forever and ever. Amen.

Hear what the Spirit of the Lord is saying to us today: THANKS BE TO GOD!

Gradual: Word of God, Come Down on Earth          CP 446 

Word of God, come down on earth, living rain from heaven descending;
Touch our hearts and bring to birth faith and hope and love unending.
Word almighty we revere you; Word made flesh, we long to hear you.

Word eternal, throned on high, Word that brought to life creation,
Word that came from heaven to die, crucified for our salvation,
Saving Word, the world restoring, speak to us, your love outpouring.

Word that caused blind eyes to see, speak and heal our mortal blindness;
Deaf we are: our healer be; loose our tongues to tell your kindness.
Be our Word in pity spoken; heal the world, by our sin broken.

Gospel:     Rev. Jennifer Burgoyne John 17:1-11

The Lord be with you: AND ALSO WITH YOU.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John: GLORY TO YOU, LORD JESUS CHRIST.

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, "Father, the hour has come;
glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to
give eternal life to all whom you have given him.  And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.

I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in
your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed.

"I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and
you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given
me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them
and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me.

I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you
gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified
in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy
Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.

The Gospel of Christ.  PRAISE TO YOU, LORD JESUS CHRIST.



5Easter 7A May 24, 2020

Gradual: Word of God, Come Down on Earth          CP 446

Word that speaks God’s tender love, one with God beyond all telling,
Word that sends us from above God the Spirit, with us dwelling,
Word of truth, to all truth lead us, Word of life, with one bread feed us.

Devotional Fr. Allen Doerksen
(pause for reflections)

Apostle’s Creed

Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,

I BELIEVE IN GOD, THE FATHER ALMIGHTY, CREATOR OF HEAVEN AND EARTH.

I BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST, HIS ONLY SON, OUR LORD. HE WAS CONCEIVED BY THE 

POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AND BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY.
HE SUFFERED UNDER PONTIUS PILATE, WAS CRUCIFIED, DIED, AND WAS BURIED.
HE DESCENDED TO THE DEAD. ON THE THIRD DAY HE ROSE AGAIN.
HE ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN, AND IS SEATED AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE FATHER.
HE WILL COME AGAIN TO JUDGE THE LIVING AND THE DEAD.

I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE HOLY CATHOLIC CHURCH, 
THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS, THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS,
THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY, AND THE LIFE EVERLASTING.   AMEN.

Prayers of the People  Rev. Jennifer Burgoyne

With hearts and minds lifted to Christ who has ascended on high, let us pray; HEAR US, LORD OF

GLORY!
As we join with all Christian people in giving praise for the Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ, we
pray for the Church that he left to continue his work on earth. Faithful to her calling, may she witness
to his glory by declaring and practising his saving love.
We pray for our Diocese of New Westminster, Archbishop Melissa and all clergy. In our parishes of
St. Thomas and St. Matthew, we pray for our priest Allen and our deacons Jennifer and David and all
parishioners as we face new ways in the future. HEAR US, LORD OF GLORY!

By your power, renew this world that is upheld in your love. Bring patience and understanding to a
world in need during this pandemic outbreak. Teach all to strive for justice and peace and to respect
the dignity of every human being. HEAR US, LORD OF GLORY!

Grant that in our daily lives our vision may not be limited by present concerns. May all that we do, in
our families and in our work, be seen in the light of Christ and offered to him as the Master of all.
HEAR US, LORD OF GLORY!

Have mercy on all who suffer in body or mind, we especially pray for Stella, Lily, Allyson, John, Fran,
Henry, Ken, Laura, JD, and Denise.  I invite you to name others who are on your mind. - a period of
silence - Give them strength and hope in the Ascended Christ. May his passage from suffering to
glory lift them out of their troubles into new life. HEAR US, LORD OF GLORY!
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Grant to the departed the eternal life promised through Jesus Christ. May they for ever share in his
glory.  HEAR US, LORD OF GLORY!

We offer these prayers through Jesus Christ, who has called us to the true knowledge of God. HEAR

US, LORD OF GLORY!   AMEN.

Offering Our Gifts to God

GRANT US, GOD, THE GRACE OF GIVING WITH A SPIRIT LARGE AND FREE. THAT OUR SELVES AND ALL OUR

LIVING, WE MAY OFFER FAITHFULLY.

The Lord’s Prayer

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray,
OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME, YOUR KINGDOM COME,
YOUR WILL BE DONE, ON EARTH AS IN HEAVEN. GIVE US TODAY OUR DAILY BREAD. FORGIVE US OUR SINS AS

WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO SIN AGAINST US.
SAVE US FROM THE TIME OF TRIAL, AND DELIVER US FROM EVIL.
FOR THE KINGDOM, THE POWER, AND THE GLORY ARE YOURS, NOW AND FOREVER. AMEN.

The Blessing
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge
and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ : and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit be amongst you and remain with you always. AMEN.

Sending: Be Thou My Vision    CP 505

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art
Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.

Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true Word;
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, I thine own may I be,
Thou in me dwelling, and I one with Thee.

Riches I heed not, nor world's empty praise;
Thou mine inheritance, now and always:
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart,
High King of heaven, my treasure Thou art.

High King of heaven, when victory is won
May I reach heaven's joys, bright heaven's Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.
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The Dismissal 

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Risen and Ascended Lord. 
THANKS BE TO GOD! HALLELUJAH!!

"Please don't forget to check your email and/or the website for the Midweek Update put out
by Fr. Allen and others on Wednesday of each week.  Please feel free to connect with him at

any time during the week."


