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SEEDS OF MEDITATION 
Summer: breaking the rules, standing apart, ignoring your head and following your 

heart. 

Breathless we flung us on a windy hill, laughed in the sun and kissed the lovely grass.                                       
Rupert Brooke 

GATHERING WITH COMPASSION 

Prelude 

News of the Community 

Illuminating Our Hearts 
Entrance into Worship 

Opening Words 

Lighting the Affirming and the Treaty 7/Metis Candles 
Lighting the Christ Candle 

Hymn 
All Things Bright and Beautiful         VU #291 

Chorus  vs. 1, 2, Chorus 4, & 5 Chorus 

All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, 
All things wise and wonderful; in love, God made them all. 

Each little flower that opens, each little bird that sings, 
God made their glowing colours; God made their tiny wings. 

 
The purple-headed mountain, the river running by, 

The sunset and the morning, that brightens up the sky. 

All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, 
All things wise and wonderful; in love, God made them all. 

The rocky mountain spendour, the lone wolf’s haunting call, 
The great lakes and the prairies, the forest in the fall. 

He gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we might tell 
how great is God Almighty, who has made all things well. 



 
All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, 
All things wise and wonderful, in love God made them all. 

EXPANSION OF OUR HEARTS 

Gathering in the Spirit 
(adapted from poem by Patti Wagington) 

The sun is high above us 
shining down upon the land and sea, 

making things grow and bloom. 
Great and powerful sun, 
we honor you this day 

and thank you for your gifts. 
Creator, Grandfather Sun, Ra, Helios, Sol Invictus, Aten, Svarog, 

you are known by many names. 
You are the light over the crops, 
the heat that warms the earth, 
the hope that springs eternal, 

the bringer of life. 
We welcome you, and we honor you this day, 

celebrating your light, 
as we begin our journey once 

again, into darkness. 

Opening Prayer 
Creator God 

who breathed this world into being, 
who is discernible within 
the harmony of nature, 

the perfection of a butterfly's wing, 
the grandeur of a mountain range, 

the soaring eagle and humming bird, 
thank you for this world 
which you have created. 

Thank you for summer sun, 
which reminds us 

that your creative breath 
is still alive and active.  

As an artist might share creative love 
within each brushstroke, 

so within the myriad colours of a butterfly's wing 
you share the exuberance of your love 

Thank you for the warmth of your love, 
sustaining this world, 
your garden.  Amen. 

Hymn   
All Praise to You             VU #297 

All praise to you, O God of all creation: 



You made the world, and it is yours alone. 
The planet earth you spun in its location 
Amid the stars adorning heaven’s dome. 

We lease the earth but for a life’s duration, 
Yet for this life it is our cherished home. 

With wondrous grace you clothed the earth in splendour; 
With teeming life, you filled the sea and land. 

Instil in us, a sense of awe and wonder 
When we behold the bounty of your hand. 

Then when we hear the voice of bird or thunder, 
we hear the voice our faith can understand. 

PROCLAIMING 

Scripture Readings 
Romans: 15:13, Galatians 5:22-23, Philippians 1:25, Philippians 4:1, 4-5 

Reflection:  Summer Wisdom 
 Introduction 

             Give Praise for Summer Days    (Tune VU #225) 
-words by Rev. Peggy McDonagh 

Give praise for summer days, the blue bright summer ways, 
that bring us healing, hope and joy, give praise for summer days. 

Give praise for summer sun, its golden shining fun, 
that sends warm light into the heart, give praise for summer sun. 

Part 1 – The Wisdom of Wonder 
Hymn 

Teach Me God to Wonder   vs.1 & 3 VU #299 
Teach me God to wonder, teach me, God, to see; 

Let your world of beauty capture me. 
Praise to you be given, love for you be lived; 

Life be celebrated, joy you give. 

Let me God, be open, let me loving be; 
Let your world of people speak to me. 

Praise to you be given, love for you be lived; 
Life be celebrated, joy you give. 



Part 1 – The Wisdom of Joy 
Hymn 

God who give to Life its Goodness   VU #260 
God who gives to life its goodness, 

God creator of all joy, 
God who give to us our freedom, 

God who blesses tool and toy: 
teach us now to laugh and praise you, 

deep within your praises sing, 
till the whole creation dances 

for the goodness of its King. 

God who fills the earth with beauty, 
God who binds each friend to friend, 

God who names us co-creators 
God who wills that chaos end: 

grant us now creative spirits, 
minds responsive to your mind, 

hearts and wills your rule extending 
all our acts by Love refined. 

RESPONDING  

Summer Prayers  

An Indigenous Interpretation of the Lord’s Prayer 
O Great Spirit the Source of our life and Creator of all, moving through the Heavens, in the Earth and in 

our hearts. 
Your name is sacred to us; we see it every day in the skies, in the rivers and in the forests. 

You are a friend to the four-legged ones, the winged ones, the ones who live in the waters and to the 
two-legged ones. 

Your eternal Ways bring harmony and strength, so the hoop of your people is unbroken as 
we gather around the council fires for wisdom. 

You are the Source of our life. 
So, we rejoice each day for the food we eat, the shelter we live in and the companions we 

share. Help us to remember that as we love all that is around us your love grows within us. 
Lead our steps away from the trails of confusion and hurtfulness; place our feet on the trails 
of harmony and sharing. For Your Ways direct our lives, Your Power ignites the campfires of 
our hearts.  Let us sing songs of joy to each other as we gather our logs. Thank you, Great 

Spirit.  Amen.                                                                         by Jim Nuttal 

Hymn          
Give Praise for Summer Days    (Tune VU #225) 

-words by Rev. Peggy McDonagh 
Give praise for summer rain, the softly falling rain, 

that brings new growth to all the land, give praise for summer rain. 

Give praise for summer rest, a quiet place to nest, 
that gives us wisdom, strength, and peace, give praise for summer rest. 



Give praise for summer mirth, the joy it brings to birth, 
that draws deep laughter from the heart, give praise for summer mirth. 

May summer bless your soul, your searching, thirsty soul, 
and bring it healing, hope and joy, may summer bless your soul. 

SENDING FORTH 
Benediction 

Postlude 

 2


