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The King’s Speech: Giving that Rewards 
Matthew 6:1-4 

March 23rd, 2014 
Dan Hoffman 

[Pray] 
I watched a commercial on the internet the other day from an American 
organization called iparticipate.  It’s cool to tack “i” onto the front of just about 
everything these days.  Anyway, they are a social-justice group with the goal of 
mobilizing people to help others.   
 
And the big push behind this movement is that has been endorsed by Hollywood 
celebrities like Morgan Freeman and Harrison Ford.  So it has made a big splash. 
 
In the commercial I saw, Gwyneth Paltrow explains why anyone would want to 
give their time or money to help others.  And her big point is that “doing good… 
always comes around.  It is the biggest gift you could ever give yourself.”  And 
the commercial finishes with the words “Improve your health by helping others.” 
… 
Would you please open your Bibles to Matthew chapter 6.  If you have been with 
us for the last several weeks you know that we are in the middle of a series 
looking at the King’s Speech, Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount.  And today we are 
actually beginning part two of Jesus’ three part sermon.  I don’t have any hard 
evidence to support this, but there is a good change Jesus was a Baptist 
because He preaches a good three point sermon. 
 
In chapter 5 Jesus introduced His sermon with the Beatitudes which describe 
what it means to be salt and light in a world like ours.  And we saw in the 
Beatitudes the life cycle of discipleship always starts on the knees in poverty 
receiving God’s unmerited grace and mercy.  The first three Beatitudes bring us 
here.   
 
And as this grace fills us it begins to transform us into people who look like Jesus 
and this means we get off our knees and start giving unmerited grace and mercy 
to people around us.  The next four Beatitudes have this focus.   
 
But then Jesus warns looking like Him and doing what He did isn’t always going 
to make friends in a world like ours.  In fact many times looking like Jesus leads 
to the cross.  And this is where the last Beatitudes leave us. 
 
And so these three postures become like a Christian exercise program.  We start 
on our knees in need and receiving grace, we then turn the grace we have 
received outward, which often leads to suffering which drives us back to our 
knees.   
… 
With that as His introduction, Jesus moved into His first point which was showing 
beatitude people what it looks like to live the way God wants.  In the Old 
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Testament God gave Israel the Law to show them how He wanted them to live.  
But Jesus tells us that when He arrived something happened to that Law – it got 
fulfilled.  And that means primarily two things.   
 
First Jesus fulfilled the Law by filling up its requirements – He did everything it 
asks in the way we sinners have never been able to do for ourselves.  Even 
though Israel had the Law they proved that they weren’t able to keep it.  From the 
day Adam sinned right up to the present, people have tried to be good, but 
everyone has failed except Jesus.  He alone lived the way God required, He 
alone fulfilled the Law and this means He alone is able to give the righteousness 
He earned to the rest of us that we can’t earn for ourselves. 
 
But just because we don’t have to obey the Law to earn our righteousness 
doesn’t mean we don’t strive to live the way God wants.  And that brings us to 
the second way Jesus fulfilled the Law which was by showing us God’s heart 
behind it.  While we have always known things like murder and adultery and 
dishonesty were wrong Jesus showed us that actually God cares not only about 
our outward actions but what is in our hearts.  And so Jesus’ new standard is 
actually higher than the old.  What God wants is for His children to live out the 
perfect righteousness He has poured into us when we rub shoulders with each 
other.   
 
So Jesus says His disciples are those who have received His free grace and now 
give that grace to those around them.  And when we fail, which we will, we come 
back to Him poor in spirit and He forgives us and empowers us to try again. 
 … 
But now in chapter 6 Jesus transitions to something a little different.  In chapter 5 
we got mostly the “what” of the Christian life but in chapter 6 we are going to get 
mostly the “how”.  Chapter five spoke of actions that glorify God, chapter six is 
going to challenge the motivation behind these actions. 
 
So let’s look now at Matthew chapter 6 verse 1 as Jesus begins to challenge the 
motivation behind our good deeds.  Jesus says: 
 
[Read Matthew 6:1] 
 
Behind every action we do is a motivation.  And motivations are things everyone 
is interested in: the secular world, other religions and Christians. 
 
Psychologists and philosophers tell us some of our actions are motivated 
“extrinsically” – that means from outside of ourselves.  These are things we do to 
get a reward from someone or to avoid punishment.  For example some people 
study hard to get good grades – they want an external reward – and Elliana 
cleans up her toys to avoid an external consequence.  Extrinsic motivation can 
be powerful, but they aren’t noble because they only happen because we want 
something from someone. 
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And so philosophers tell us that perhaps better or purer motivation arises from 
within ourselves, and they call these motivations “intrinsic motivators”.   
 
These are things we do because they are personally rewarding.  For example 
you might solve word puzzles because you enjoy the mental stimulation, or you 
might help the poor because it makes you feel good about yourself – they’re 
personally rewarding activities.  But, while you don’t get something from 
someone else with intrinsic motivation, it is still selfish because you get 
something from yourself for doing these good things.   
 
So some philosophers have said truly good actions are those things we do for no 
reward at all, either from others or from ourselves.1  Of course that is easy to talk 
about, but much harder to do.   That’s the secular world, they care about 
motivation. 
… 
Other religions also care about motivations.  Buddhism says people are 
motivated by their desire for things they don’t have.  That might be financial 
things or health things or relational things.  And this desire leads to suffering 
because people aren’t content.  And so the Buddhist response is to put to death 
their desires.  Kill your desire for recognition, or your desire for more stuff than 
you have.  And if you can kill your desires and motivations then you will be truly 
content and happy. 
 
But what Jesus gives us here at the beginning of chapter six is different from 
either the philosophical or the Buddhist positions.  But I need to warn you that 
what Jesus says here is huge and a bit scary.  Actually it is really scary. 
 
Martyn Lloyd-Jones, a famous British preacher who lived in the twentieth century, 
said: “[Matthew 6] is one of the most uncomfortable chapters to read in the entire 
Scriptures.  It probes and examines and holds a mirror up before us, and it will 
not allow us to escape.  There is no chapter which is more calculated to promote 
self-humbling… than this particular one… but thank God for it.  The Christian 
should always be anxious to know himself.”2 
 
Are you anxious to know yourself in the light of Jesus’ words? 
… 
Jesus says “Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be 
seen by them.”  Another translation says “Beware of doing what is right in order 
to be recognized by people.”   
 
Jesus agrees that we should not do our good deeds so that people will reward us 
– because all we will get is a person’s reward.  In verse 3 Jesus even warns us 
not to seek rewards from ourselves.  But notice the problem is not that we seek 

                                            
1
 Immanuel Kant for example. 

2
 D.M.L. Jones “Studies in the Sermon on the Mount” (Matthew 6) 
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rewards for our good deeds, but who we seek our rewards from.  Jesus says we 
should do good with the desire of being rewarded by God.  Look at verse 3. 
 
[Read Matthew 6:3-4] 
 
Jesus says we should do good in order to be rewarded by God.  And actually the 
process of doing good to be recognized and rewarded by God is how Jesus 
defined faith.  Faith equals seeking God’s reward. 
… 
In John chapter five some Pharisees criticized Jesus for doing a good deed on 
the Sabbath – healing a blind man.  Now the Pharisees thought doing any work 
at all on the Sabbath was breaking the rule and was sin.  And the Pharisees 
never did anything that even looked like sin because they valued what people 
thought of them.  They loved that people looked up to them for their piety. 
 
But Jesus didn’t care what people thought of Him.  He often did things that 
looked like sin, but weren’t, with no regard for what people thought.  Once He let 
a prostitute wash His feet with her hair and anoint them with perfume which every 
self-respecting person who saw thought was scandalous.  But Jesus didn’t care 
what people thought of Him.  And in John 5 He tells us why.  He said: 

I do not accept glory from human beings, but I know you (and 
here He was talking about the Pharisees). I know that you do 

not have the love of God in your hearts….  How can you believe 
since you accept glory from one another but do not seek the 

glory that comes from the only God? (John 5:41-44) 
 
Jesus says two things here.  First He gives us the reason why He didn’t care 
what people thought of Him, and that was because He didn’t accept glory from 
human beings.  When people thought He was great He wasn’t impressed, and so 
when people thought He was terrible He wasn’t bothered.  Instead Jesus cared 
what God thought of Him.  He wanted God to think He was great – and indeed 
God did think Jesus was great! 
 
The second thing Jesus does here is define faith as seeking God’s approval 
instead of peoples’.  Jesus says the Pharisees didn’t believe – they didn’t have 
faith – because they sought glory from one another instead of God. 
 
Now what does it mean to seek glory from God?  That sounds a bit strange.   
 
First what it doesn’t mean.  Seeking glory from God doesn’t mean working to 
earn His acceptance and salvation or doing things so that God will love us or 
save us. 
 
We know it doesn’t mean this because Romans 3:10 tells us: 

 There is no one righteous, not even one (Romans 3:10) 
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So none of us are good enough to be accepted by God or deserve salvation.  So 
what does it mean to seek glory from God? 
  
The dictionary tells us “glory” is “great praise, honour or distinction… that is won 
by an individual.”3  For example a soldier may win glory on the battlefield for a 
great feat of heroism.  So Jesus is talking about something we earn from God. 
 
Now here’s where people get confused.  Several times throughout this series we 
have emphasized that grace starts with God, it comes down to people who don’t 
deserve it – they are poor in spirit not having earned anything from God.   
 
But then we saw that the natural progression that happens when a person 
receives God’s grace is that grace starts pouring out of that person to those 
around them.  We act out to others what Christ has done for us. 
 
So what happens on the horizontal – with our neighbours and even our enemies 
– is evidence of what has happened on the vertical – between us and God.  If we 
freely extend grace to people who don’t deserve it, that is the evidence that we 
have received grace from God. 
 
And there is a parallel between that and what Jesus is talking about here.  Jesus 
says we can’t earn acceptance from God, but we can earn reward from Him after 
we have been accepted by Him.  We can’t live in a way that will make God love 
us more, but we can live in a way that earns His pleasure and His reward.   
 
So to seek glory from God is to seek to provoke Him to pleasure.  His pleasure in 
our actions is the reward of glory. 
 
But Jesus says our good deeds are rewarded only once.  And if we are rewarded 
by people then we have no reward with Him.  Look at verse 2. 
 
[Read Matthew 6:2] 
 
Now here is the catch, if we aren’t living in a way that pleases God and seeks His 
reward that is the evidence that we haven’t been accepted by Him.  Let me say 
this another way: It is impossible to imagine a Christian who didn’t want to please 
God with their life because that is what a Christian is. 
 
And this isn’t the only place we get this in Scripture.  Jesus once told a story 
about a master and three servants.  The master in the story is of course is God 
and the servants are people who follow Jesus - Christians.  And in the story the 
master plans to leave on a trip and so puts his servants in charge of his 
possessions.  One servant was given five talents or bags of gold; one was given 
two; and another one.  Now one talent or bag of gold was worth about 20 years 
wages so each of these servants were given a lot.   

                                            
3
 www.dictionary.com “glory” 
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And then the master left and the servants got to work.  The one with five used 
what He had been given; He invested it at some risk to himself, and managed to 
earn five more.  The one with two earned two more.  And Jesus tells us that 
when the master returned he commended both these servants saying: 

Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will 
put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!' 
(Matthew 25:21 or 23) 

 
Jesus’ message is clear, when we use what God has given us to expand His 
kingdom and increase His glory He rewards or honours or glorifies us with His 
pleasure. 
 
The author of Hebrews puts this same thought in a little different language.  He 
says: 

Without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who 
comes to Him must believe that He exists and that He rewards 

those who earnestly seek Him. (Hebrews 11:6) 
 
In other words God is pleased when people seek Him earnestly and He rewards 
these people.   
 
But both these texts have something else in common and that is that neither of 
them are preaching works righteousness.  The master doesn’t return from his 
journey and accept His servant for earning 5 bags of gold from nothing.  No, He 
commends him for getting a return on what He had been freely given.   
 
And the author of Hebrews doesn’t say grit your teeth and earnestly seek God so 
that He will reward you, he says people who earnestly seek God are people who 
have faith.  And faith isn’t something we conjure up from within ourselves, it is a 
gift from God and it comes when by grace we: 

run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes 

on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith (Hebrews 12:1-2) 
 
Here’s what this boils down to, we can’t make God love us more than He already 
does.  But we can live in a way that pleases Him….  Nothing I do or don’t do can 
earn God’s love and acceptance, but by faith, using the love and acceptance He 
has already given me, I can live in a way that pleases Him and earns a reward.  
And Christians are people who want to earn a reward from God. 
 
Friends, this is what Jesus says in this verse and it is absolutely central to the 
Christian walk.  If we aren’t motivated by a desire to please God we will get no 
reward from Him, here on earth or in eternity. 
… 
Now a few times I have heard people say: “Well I don’t really care about God’s 
rewards, all I want to do is get into heaven by the skin of my teeth.  I have faith 
Jesus is God, and I’ve prayed the prayer so I’m good. 
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Now I have searched for evidence throughout Scripture to support this because 
that would be great - I wouldn’t have to worry about certain things in my life that 
aren’t up to par.  But the Scriptures don’t say that.  Instead James says: 

Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my 
faith by my deeds.  You believe that there is one God. Good! 

Even the demons believe that—and shudder.  You foolish 

person… faith without deeds is useless (James 2:18-20) 
 

And Jesus says the same thing in His story about the talents.  The third servant 
who was given one bag of gold took it and hid it.  He didn’t do anything with it.  
He was hedging his bets, he didn’t want to throw his life into investing his 
master’s money because it was too hard – he wanted to continue living his life 
the way he was – so he did nothing with the master’s money but give it back to 
him when he returned.   
  
And how did the master respond?  He didn’t say “well I didn’t give you much so 
I’m just glad you didn’t lose what I gave you, welcome to heaven by the skin of 
your teeth.”  He responded: 

‘You wicked, lazy servant!... you should have put my money on 

deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have 
received it back with interest”…. (and then he said to his 

servants) throw that worthless servant outside, into the 
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

(Matthew 25:26-30) 
Friends, the darkness where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth doesn’t 
sound like entry level heaven to me.   
 
Jesus says nobody gets heaven; hear on earth or for eternity, without faith.  And 
faith means seeking God’s reward. 
… 
Now I want to say something to those of you who are Christians but right now are 
tempted to wonder if you have done enough to be saved – it’s easy to fall into 
this. 
 
Friends, it’s not about trying to earn your salvation – that’s impossible.  But it is 
about wanting to use what you have been given – though you didn’t deserve it – 
in a way that will provoke God to pleasure.   
 
That means Christians can know they are saved by examining the motivations 
behind their actions.  
 
Do you do good to gain the approval of those around you?  Or perhaps do you 
do good to gain your own approval and feel better about yourself?  Or 
alternatively, do you do what you do because you want to please God?  
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When we seek God’s pleasure it leads to crazy stuff we normally wouldn’t do like 
loving our neighbours and even our enemies.  But it isn’t the actions so much as 
the motivation behind them that matters. 
 
If you find yourself wanting to please God, and trying to please Him, that is the 
evidence you are saved.  You see it is impossible to want to please God without 
having received His grace. 
 
That’s the truth.  And I hope that’s encouraging to some of you, and I hope it is 
very challenging to others of you who realize that what you do isn’t motivated by 
a desire to please God.  We will come back to that over the next two weeks as 
Jesus talks about two other actions Christians are motivated to do out of a desire 
to please God – prayer and fasting. 
… 
But now we are almost at the end of our time and we haven’t talked specifically 
about “giving” yet so let’s do that briefly.  Giving is the first of three examples 
Jesus gives for how a Christian can live in a way that pleases God.   
 
So look at verses 2 through 4 with that in mind.   
 
[Read Matthew 6:2-4] 
 
Notice three things here.  First notice that Jesus doesn’t ask Christians to give.  
Instead verse 2 says “when you give” – He assumes His followers are going to 
be generous because He has been generous with us.  He has given us grace 
when we didn’t deserve it.  He took people who had nothing to offer, who had 
impoverished spirits, and He filled us up. 
 
Christians are generous because our God is generous. 4  Amen?   
… 
The second thing to see here is Jesus’ warning to watch our motivation.  So 
Giving generously isn’t enough in and of itself – Bill Gates giving billions won’t 
earn His salvation, and that’s because God doesn’t need our money whether we 
give ten dollars or a million.  Jesus says what matters is the motivation for why 
we give.  Giving that rewards is giving that seeks God’s reward. 
 
And so Jesus says don’t sound a trumpet when you give – don’t draw attention to 
yourself.  Don’t fall into the natural trap of wanting people to think you are good.  
Don’t try to get your name on the donor’s list, don’t make sure people know you 
are the one who helped.  Because if people are impressed God’ won’t be. 
 
But Jesus also says don’t let your left hand know what your right hand is doing.   
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 9 

His point here is don’t even give yourself praise for your generosity.  Now this is 
really subtle, but Jesus commands we must not be self-conscious of our 
generosity.   
 
Now this doesn’t mean don’t keep track of how much you give, or don’t give 
deliberately as though we were supposed to just reach into our wallet and pull 
something out at random.  Elsewhere in Scripture we read: 

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. (2 Corinthians 9:7) 

 
So Jesus isn’t calling for random unconscious giving, rather He is warning 
against is dwelling on what we give in a way that breeds self-satisfaction.  If you 
find yourself commending yourself for how generous you are, that’s your reward. 
 
The third and final thing to see here is the right action that Jesus calls for in place 
of the previous errors. 
 
Jesus says be secretly generous so that God will see it and reward you.  Jesus 
says seek a reward for your actions.  But don’t seek a crummy reward that is 
going to pass away.  Don’t seek a reward for your generosity from fickle people 
who will be impressed today but forget tomorrow how great you are.  Don’t even 
seek a reward from yourself.  Instead be generous with what God has given you 
in order to get the greatest reward – God’s reward.   
 
And God’s reward isn’t a new car that will get old in 10 years or a million bucks 
which lotto winners will tell you is easy to spend.  God wants to reward us with 
the One Thing we were created for, the One Thing He knows will satisfy us and 
bring us the greatest pleasure, Himself. 
… 
So my generous brothers and sisters, why are you generous?  Why do you live 
the way you do?  Are you motivated by what people around you will think?  Do 
you try to impress people?  Or perhaps are you seeking a reward from yourself, 
like Gwyneth Paltrow, who wants to improve her own health by helping others?  
Or are you motivated by a desire to please God; to hear His “well done My good 
and faithful servant”?   
 
Jesus says our good actions will be rewarded, but only once; the question is 
whose reward are you seeking? 
 
 


