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The Attitude of Christmas  
Christmas through the eyes of Joseph 

[VIDEO – Joseph’s Lullaby] 
 
With that in mind, let’s think once again about what we learned last week: That God so very much loved 
us and wanted to have genuine relationship with us that He came to earth to show us the way. 
Christmas says God became a human being. God unleashed His love by living among us, walking with us, 
talking to us This is what Christmas brought and still brings... But what should our response be?  What 
attitude should we display so that Christmas can be genuinely experienced in our homes and in our 
lives? Because with the right attitude, Christmas becomes more than an occasion – with the right 
attitude, Christmas becomes an experience! 
 
So for a few minutes this morning let’s turn our attention to the Christmas story as recorded in  
 
Matthew 1:18-25 - "This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. His mother Mary was pledged to be 
married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy 
Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man & did not want to expose her to public 
disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. "But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, `Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to 
give Him the name Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins.’ "All this took place to fulfill 
what the Lord had said through the prophet: `The virgin will be with child & will give birth to a son, & 
they will call Him Immanuel’ which means, `God with us.’ "When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel 
of the Lord had commanded him & took Mary home as his wife. But he had no union with her until she 
gave birth to a son. And he gave Him the name Jesus." I love Joseph. He doesn’t stand in the spotlight 
very long, and we really don’t know a whole lot about his life. But there he is each year standing in the 
Nativity – hanging out with Mary and the Shepherds gazing at the Son of God. I think, if we take an 
honest look at the Nativity this morning -Joseph can teach us a lot about ourselves… especially our 
attitude. Joseph demonstrates an attitude that can make Christmas as real in our lives as it was in His at 
that first Christmas long ago. 
 
The first virtue Joseph demonstrates is TRUST - ALWAYS BE READY TO ACCEPT GOD’S WILL WHATEVER 
IT MIGHT BE 
 
Joseph was open to the will and leading of God even though being a new daddy was probably the 
farthest thing from his mind at-the-moment. Put yourself in Joseph’s shoes. Joseph thought his life was 
pretty-well planned out. He was pledged to be married to Mary – they probably had all the details 
planned and dreams in place. He would get married to his sweetheart, Mary, and settle down in 
Nazareth. He would be able to provide for her with his carpenter skills and they would live happily ever 
after. But then here comes Mary with news that she is expecting a baby! And her story was that the Holy 
Spirit was the father! That came out of nowhere!! It must have hit him like a bombshell. Joseph had 
thought Mary loved him as much as he loved her. But now the evidence – or at the very least, the 
perception pointed to Mary being unfaithful in their relationship. Joseph knew the child wasn’t his, but it 
had to be someone’s. So, the only logical conclusion he could reach was that she had been unfaithful. 
She had broken her engagement pledge – and the trust that existed between them was endangered as a 
result. According to the law at that time, Mary should be stoned to death. But Joseph loved her so much 
that he didn’t want that. So he decided to divorce her quietly and not press the issue. As Joseph was 
thinking about this, an angel came to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, trust God. God is in this. You 



2 
 

may not understand all that is happening, but just trust God everything will be all right." Joseph was 
obviously a man of faith. But sometimes it is hard to live by faith, isn’t it?  When God does what we 
expect Him to do, it’s pretty easy to have faith. But when God doesn’t do what we expect – it’s really 
hard. But even so the circumstance – when Joseph heard Gabriel’s message, he trusted God. Even 
though he must have had a list of questions a mile long, he trusted God because he believed that God’s 
will was best. At Christmas, it is easy to find ourselves in the same position as Joseph was. Christmas 
comes as a time of peace, but there is much conflict in our world. Christmas comes as a time of joy, but 
there is perpetual sadness all around us. Christmas comes as a time of giving but aren’t we all very 
needy ourselves. Christmas comes as a time of love, but there is so much hatred in our lives. And so, we 
might cry out, like Joseph must have shouted – inwardly and initially at least, "God, how can this be?" 
[Yield sign in the manger story…I was sharing with friends…] If we, like Joseph, will only YIELD at the 
manger – stop, look and listen… we too can hear the calming voice of God saying, "Trust Me… What is to 
be – is to be. Let it happen, and when the coast is clear, simply proceed.” But let’s be careful in our 
discernment… God’s ways are not always obvious – not always the way we would choose.   
 
Isaiah 55:8-9 "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways," declares the LORD. " 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways And My thoughts 
than your thoughts. His thoughts are higher than our thoughts, and we may never understand 
everything God is doing this side of heaven, but God says, "Trust Me… let Me work it out." Paul wrote to 
the Romans in chapter 8:28 "We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, 
who have been called according to His purpose." Christmas happened the way it did because Joseph and 
Mary trusted God. And we need to learn to trust God, too. 
 
The second attitude Joseph demonstrates is humility… 
 HE CARED ABOUT OTHER PEOPLE – PUTTING HIMSELF LAST 
 
We need to learn to care about other people. Joseph’s assignment was pretty simple … and that’s the 
way we use him in our Nativity scenes and Christmas pageants. Simple Joseph… almost like a mere stand 
in! Mary over there with a halo over her head, looking so angelic. Over here are excited shepherds, and 
over there are the wise men with their richy rich gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh… looking all regal 
with their camels and crowns – and the star of the show is the cute little Christ child in the manger 
laying there all cuddly and clean. And, oh yeah… there’s Joseph standing in the shadow. His Nativity part 
isn’t a starring role, but his part is so important. His selflessness to date is the reason they are in 
Bethlehem to start with… and in a warm stable instead of a pasture; And Joseph’s job as they move 
forward will be to take care of Mary and the baby Jesus. Joseph realized that there were times to be in 
the spotlight and times to be in the shadow, and that each were being obedient to God and each  were 
very important.  The Christmas season makes us more sensitive to the needs of others. But Joseph 
teaches us that there are important ways to care, and in humility, offer ourselves for Christian service 
and benevolence year round. There is so much that needs to be done that we often find ourselves 
frustrated this time of year because we never have enough time and money to do what we would like to 
do…But wouldn’t we be much more fulfilled and able to help so many more people if we selflessly gave 
more than in one season per year. The Nativity came together because Joseph cared about Mary and 
Jesus – and he cared about being obedient to God. He, in all humility, put his needs last in order to be 
useful in God’s plan.  Your life plan will also come together when you, in sincere humility, care about 
others more than yourself. Only then can God bless you. The world humble is usually accompanied by 
the word exalt in the Bible. “Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He will exalt you.” This doesn’t 
mean He will make you great by lifting you onto a pedestal. Rather, it means He will lift you onto the 
path you should be on – the high road – and there you will find satisfaction and fulfillment in life. 
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The last attribute of attitude I would like to note today is willingness: GOD ONLY ASKS US TO GIVE 
WHAT WE HAVE 
God chose Joseph for a role in Christmas because God knew Joseph was a giver. Joseph gave whatever 
he had to give. Joseph didn’t know that after the Nativity he would have to take Mary and baby Jesus 
into Egypt. Joseph didn’t know he would be separated from his home town and loved ones for a long 
period of time. Joseph didn’t know all the demands that would be made on his time and his pocketbook. 
But whatever God asked of him, Joseph freely gave. And really… that is what Christmas is all about, isn’t 
it? Freely giving… God gave Himself at Christmas – so it is reasonable to expect that we should give 
ourselves?  Is God expecting us to? Joseph understood the giving nature of God even before the first 
Christmas happened. He willingly and unselfishly gave himself – that is why God chose him to bless 
others. And guess what happened? Joseph was blessed in the process. Now – I love to give gifts… I love 
the shopping and planning and the picking out of that very special present to give to people I love.  But it 
is important to realize that the greatest gift we can give is to be willing to give the gift of self – the true 
gift God desires. 
 
I love the story of the big hearted kid that was cast as the innkeeper in the school Christmas play. The 
leader of the play coached him to be as gruff as he could when he turned sweet Mary and Joseph away 
from the crowded inn. Well, the night came for the Christmas play. And Mary and Joseph arrived in 
Bethlehem, went to the Inn - knocked on the door. The big-hearted boy opened the door and said, 
"What do you want?" just as mean & gruff as he could possibly be. Joseph said, "We need a place to stay 
tonight."  The boy mechanically said "Well, you’ll have to stay someplace else because there’s no room 
here.” Joseph said, "But my wife’s expecting a baby just any time now. Isn’t there someplace where we 
can stay out of the cold so she can have her baby?"  "No," the little boy said, "There’s no room here." 
Then suddenly there was a silence on the stage. It was one of those embarrassing moments when you 
know that someone has forgotten the lines.  Behind the curtains you could hear the prompter saying, 
"Begone. Begone." The big-hearted boy was supposed to finish by saying "Begone." Finally, after several 
long seconds, the big hearted boy managed to say, "Begone." Mary & Joseph sadly turned to leave - but 
just as they started off, the little innkeeper shouted, "Wait a minute. Wait a minute. You can have my 
room." Even though it was totally off script and wasn’t what anyone had expected, the real spirit of 
Christmas was captured that night in a little big hearted boys generous offer... "You can have my room." 
Can we look at the need so evident around us and say to God: You can have my room! You can have my 
time! You can have my talents! You can have my life!That is what God said at Christmas time. "You can 
have Me. I give Myself." That is still the greatest gift of all. That is why Christmas is so gaudy – over the 
top – excessive.  It is the only time of the year that indulgence is the social norm… And God started it all 
with his exquisite, priceless, selfless gift of His only Son as the first gift of Christmas. 
 
PRAYER 
INVITATION 
 
Are you ready for Christmas? I don’t know if you will be able to get all your shopping done or not. I don’t 
know if you will be able to attend all the events you want to attend. But I hope that you are ready in 
attitude.  
 
Philippians 2:1-15 option 
If, therefore, there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is any 
fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, make my joy complete by being of the same 
mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. Do nothing from selfishness or 
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empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not 
merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. Have this attitude in 
yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and 
being made in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted Him, 
and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE SHALL 
BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every tongue shall confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
PAUSE 
 
If you are ready for the real spirit of Christmas to come for the first time, this could be the greatest 
Christmas you’ve ever experienced; but God moves only into places we vacate for Him – remember… on 
the first Christmas there was room only in the inn. 
 
Let me ask… Have you made room for the savior in your life? I wonder if someone is here in this room 
today and has felt in their heart that they need to give their life to Jesus? I wonder if someone is here in 
this room today that would like to give themselves to membership in this church to love and serve 
Jesus? I wonder if someone is here in this room today that is in need of being restored to the true giving 
of Christmas in their life? These decisions are made in the heart, but they are confirmed by making them 
public among loving Christian brothers and sisters. Such a group is gathered here this morning – won’t 
you respond to the greatest gift of all and step forward as we sing this morning. 
 
 


