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Following Jesus; Living Hope 
Western Iowa Synod Assembly 

Opening Worship 
4:00 PM, May 3, 2019 

Sioux City Convention Center 
 

Gathering 
*Those who are able are invited to stand. 

Assembly responses are in bold. 
 

Gathering 
 

Gathering Music WIS Band 
 

*Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit 
the fountain of living water,  
the rock who gave us birth,  
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, O Living One, 
for you have created all, and you water the earth abundantly. 
Oceans and aquifers praise you. Rivers and streams bless you. 
 

All life is sustained by you, our Source. 
 

We praise you for Christ, the firstborn from the dead,  
who frees us from sin and raises us up to new life. 
Here at this font we touch the river of the water of life,  
bright as crystal, flowing through the city of God. 
 

Here death is washed away forever.  
Here we are grafted into the tree of life,  
with leaves for the healing of the world. 
 

Pour out you Holy Spirit on this assembly,  
into this community, and throughout all creation. 
 

Cleanse us from our fears and drown our divisions. 
 

Grant that all may drink of your mercy and peace,  
through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. 
 

Amen. 
 

The service continues with the gathering song. As a reminder of the gift of baptism, 
the assembly will be sprinkled with water during the singing. 

 

*Processional Hymn 
 

Please turn to face the cross as the procession enters. 
 

“Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia” 
 

1 Christ has arisen, alleluia. 
 Rejoice and praise him, alleluia. 
 For our redeemer burst from the tomb, 
 even from death, dispelling its gloom. 
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Refrain 
 Let us sing praise to him with endless joy. 
 Death's fearful sting he has come to destroy. 
 Our sin forgiving, alleluia! 
 Jesus is living, alleluia! 
 

2 For three long days the grave did its worst 
 until its strength by God was dispersed. 
 He who gives life did death undergo, 
 and in its conquest his might did show.  Refrain 
 

3 The angel said to them, “Do not fear. 
 You look for Jesus who is not here. 
 See for yourselves the tomb is all bare. 
 Only the graveclothes are lying there.”  Refrain 
 

4 “Go spread the news: he's not in the grave. 
 He has arisen this world to save. 
 Jesus' redeeming labors are done. 
 Even the battle with sin is won.”  Refrain 
 

5 Christ has arisen to set us free. 
 Alleluia, to him praises be. 
 Jesus is living! Let us all sing; 
 he reigns triumphant, heavenly king.  Refrain 
 

*Greeting 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. 

P: And also with you. 
 

*Hymn of Praise 
 

Refrain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. Power, 
riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 

Refrain 
2. Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: Blessing, honor, glory, and 

might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
Refrain 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray…. 
Amen 
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Word 

 

Dramatic Reading of Luke 24:13-35 
 

Sermon 
 Rev. Chris Boerger, Secretary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

Silence for reflection 
 

Hymn of the Day—“Day of Arising” 
 

1 Day of arising, 
 Christ on the roadway, 
 unknown companion walks with his own. 
 When they invite him, 
 as fades the first day, 
 and bread is broken, Christ is made known. 
 

2 When we are walking, 
 doubtful and dreading, 
 blinded by sadness, slowness of heart, 
 yet Christ walks with us, 
 ever awaiting 
 our invitation: Stay, do not part. 
 

3 Lo, I am with you, 
 Jesus has spoken. 
 This is Christ's promise, this is Christ's sign: 
 when the church gathers, 
 when bread is broken, 
 there Christ is with us in bread and wine. 
 

4 Christ, our companion, 
 hope for the journey,  
 bread of compassion, open our eyes. 
 Grant us your vision, 
 set all hearts burning 
 that all creation with you may rise. 
 

Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy  Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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Prayers 
 

…Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Peace 
 

The peace of the Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Meal 
 

Offering 
 

*Offering Prayer 
God of all creation… 
Amen 
 

*Great Thanksgiving  
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

*Proper Preface 
 

*Holy, Holy, Holy 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory, full of your glory.  
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 

*Eucharistic Prayer 
 

*Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*Invitation to Communion 
 

Come to the banquet for all is now ready.  
Distribution will be at stations using intinction. All bread is gluten free. 
 

Communion Hymns 
 

“Here Is Bread” 
 

1 Here is bread, here is wine, 
 Christ is with us, he is with us. 
 Break the bread, taste the wine, 
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 Christ is with us here. 
 

Refrain 
 In this bread there is healing, 
 in this cup is life forever. 
 In this moment, by the Spirit, 
 Christ is with us here. 
 

2  Here is grace, here is peace. 
 Christ is with us, he is with us. 
 Know his grace, find his peace,  
 feast on Jesus here. 
Refrain 
 

3 Here we are, joined in one, 
 Christ is with us, he is with us. 
 We’ll proclaim till he comes 
 Jesus crucified. 
Refrain 
 

“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” 
 

Refrain 
 You satisfy the hungry heart 
 with gift of finest wheat. 
 Come give to us, O saving Lord, 
 the bread of life to eat. 
 

1 As when the shepherd calls his sheep, 
 they know and heed his voice; 
 so when you call your fam'ly, Lord, 
 we follow and rejoice.  Refrain 
 

2 With joyful lips we sing to you 
 our praise and gratitude 
 that you should count us worthy, Lord, 
 to share this heav'nly food.  Refrain 
 

3 Is not the cup we bless and share 
 the blood of Christ outpoured? 
 Do not one cup, one loaf, declare 
 our oneness in the Lord?  Refrain 
 

4 The myst'ry of your presence, Lord, 
 no mortal tongue can tell: 
 whom all the world cannot contain 
 comes in our hearts to dwell.  Refrain 
 

5 You give yourself to us, O Lord; 
 then selfless let us be, 
 to serve each other in your name 
 in truth and charity.  Refrain 
 

“United at the Table” Unidos en la fiesta 
 

Refrain 
 United at the table: 
 all our joy is joined in song. 
 United in the faith: 
 all our joy to God belongs. 
 

1 We will praise God, we will sing 
 alleluias with hymns and with psalmody; 
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 we will praise God for the love 
 that sustains us eternally.  Refrain 
 

2 We will praise God, we will feast 
 at the bountiful table of life and grace; 
 we will praise God and give thanks 
 for communion with ev'ry race.  Refrain 
 

3 We will praise God, we will play 
 alleluias with rhythm and instruments; 
 we will praise God for the love 
 that invites all creation to dance.  Refrain 
 

Estribillo 
 Unidos en la fiesta, 
 la alegría se hace canción. 
 Unidos en la fe, 
 la alegría se hace oración. 
 

1 Cantaremos al Señor 
 aleluyas con himnos y salmos, 
 porque grande es el amor 
 que en nosotros por siempre mostró.  Estribillo 
 

2 Cantaremos la bondad 
 del Señor que nos sienta a su mesa, 
 y nos llama a comulgar 
 como hermanos su vino y su pan.  Estribillo 
 

3 Cantaremos al Señor 
 aleluyas al son de instrumentos, 
 y será nuestra canción 
 la alabanza que ensalza su amor.  Estribillo 
 

*Post-Communion Blessing 
 

*Post-Communion Prayer 
 

Sending 
 

*Blessing 
 

*Recessional Hymn “On Our Way Rejoicing” 
 

1 On our way rejoicing 
 gladly let us go. 
 Christ our Lord has conquered; 
 vanquished is the foe. 
 Christ without, our safety; 
 Christ within, our joy; 
 who, if we be faithful, 
 can our hope destroy? 
 

Refrain 
 On our way rejoicing; 
 as we forward move, 
 hearken to our praises, 
 O blest God of love! 
 

2 Unto God the Father 
 joyful songs we sing; 
 unto God the Savior 
 thankful hearts we bring; 
 unto God the Spirit 
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 bow we and adore, 
 on our way rejoicing 
 now and evermore.  Refrain 
 

*Dismissal 
 

Go in peace, remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude  WIS Band 


